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Summer Flounder, Scup, 
Black Sea Bass 

• Commercial 
• Recreational 

 

 
 
 
08/08/07 
12/11/07 

 
 
 
09/27/07 
01/31/08 

 
 
 
11/14/07 
03/21/08 
 

 
 
 
12/31/07 
05/23/08 

 
 
 
08/06/08 
12/09/08 

 
 
 
09/15/08 
01/23/09 

 
 
 
10/28/08 
04/01/09 

 
 
 
01/02/09 
06/24/09 

                         

 
Squid, Mackerel, Butterfish 

 
06/13/07 

 
08/01/07 
10/30/07* 

 
12/28/07 

 
04/04/08 

 
06/11/08 
 

 
08/02/08 

 
11/17/08 

 
02/06/09 

 
06/10/09 

   

 
Dogfish 

 
10/17/07b 

 
OBE 

 
12/20/07c 

 
12/10/08 
 

 
01/22/09 

 
03/19/09 

 
05/01/09 

    

 
Bluefish 

 
08/08/07 

 
11/05/07 

 
12/27/07 

 
02/25/08 

 
08/06/08 

 
12/02/08 

 
03/02/09 

 
05/04/09 

    

 
Surfclam, Ocean Quahog 

 
06/13/07 

 
09/05/07 

 
11/15/07 

 
01/04/08d 

 
Tilefisha  (NMFS Final Rule 10/22/02) 

            

 

 a Owing to uncertainties regarding the 2005 stock assessment and concerns expressed by the NEFSC, the proposed rule to increase TAL from 1,995,000 pounds to 2,176,000 pounds 
was withdrawn.  Fishery will continue at a TAL of 1,995,000 until new stock assessment is conducted. 
 b Council took action to increase incidentally taken landings from 4,000,000 pounds to 8,000,000 pounds based on an update of stock status. 
c In a letter dated January 15, 2008, the Regional Administrator rejected the Councils' recommended change in specifications and opted to let stand the exiting regulations, i.e., a 
4,000,000 pound incidental take allowance with trips limited to 600 pounds for each of the two fishing periods. 
d Final rule applies for fishing years 2008, 2009, and 2010. 
* Re-submitted specifications package. 
OBE - Overtaken By Events. 
 



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
Status of FMPs, Amendments and Frameworks 

(as of July 24, 2009) 
 

 
FMP/Amendment 

Date 
Approved 
by Council 

 
Lapse 

Date 
submitted to 

NMFS/NERO 

 
Lapse 

FR Notice  
of Plan 

Availability 

 
Lapse 

Proposed Rule 
Publication  

Date 

 
Lapse 

Plan 
Approval/Disapproval 

Letter 

 
Lapse 

Final Rule 
Publication 

Date 
Squid, Mackerel, 
Butterfish 
Amendment 10 

 
10/16/08 

 
14 

 
10/30/08 

 
257 

 
07/14/09 

      

Squid, Mackerel, 
Butterfish 
Amendment 11 

           

Summer 
Flounder, Scup, 
Black Sea Bass 
Amendment 15 

 
SUSPENDED 

         

Surfclam and 
Ocean Quahog 
Amendment 14 

           

Tilefish 
Amendment 1 

04/10/08 64 06/13/08 
*12/18/08 

326 05/04/09 14 05/18/09     

Dogfish 
Amendment 1 

           

Bluefish 
Amendment 2 

           

Omnibus 
Amendment 
(ACL/AM)  

           

 
 
 

 
Framework 

First 
Framework 

Meeting 

 
Lapse 

Second 
Framework 

Meeting 

 
Lapse 

Date 
Submitted to  

NMFS/NERO 

 
Lapse 

Proposed Rule 
Publication  

Date 

 
Lapse 

Final Rule 
Publication  

Date 
Spiny Dogfish 
Framework 2 

 
08/07/08 

 
69 

 
10/15/08 

 
47 

 
12/01/08 

 
92 

 
03/03/09 

 
113 

 
06/24/09 

 
* Clarified GRA for Tilefish Amendment 1. 
"Lapse" is the amount of time in days from Council approval to column-heading action. 



                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                                  
                                  
     

 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
NORTHEAST REGION 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, MA 01930-2276 
 
 
June 3, 2009

  
 

SMALL ENTITY COMPLIANCE GUIDE 
 
Dear Full-time Tier 2 Tilefish Permit Holder and 
     Federally Permitted Tilefish Dealer: 
 
This letter is to inform you that the tilefish quota for the tilefish limited access Full-time Tier 2 
permit category for the 2009 fishing year is projected to be harvested on June 1, 2009, based 
upon dealer reports and other available information. 
 
Therefore, effective 0001 hrs local time, June 6, 2009, fishing vessels holding tilefish limited 
access Full-time Tier 2 category permits are prohibited from landing tilefish harvested from 
within the Golden Tilefish Management Unit* through October 31, 2009.  
 
Federally permitted dealers are also advised that, effective June 6, 2009, they may not purchase 
tilefish from vessels holding tilefish limited access Full-time Tier 2 category permits who land 
tilefish harvested from within the Golden Tilefish Management Unit for the remainder of the 
2009 fishing year (through October 31, 2009). 
   
The 2010 fishing year for tilefish will open on November 1, 2009. 
 
You may also receive permit holder letters, including closure notices, by e-mail by clicking on 
“NOAA Fisheries News Releases” on our website at http://www.nero.noaa.gov; or via fax by 
providing a fax number through a written request to the above address, or by faxing your request 
to 978-281-9135.   
 

           Sincerely, 

        
         Patricia A. Kurkul 
         Regional Administrator 
         
 

* The Golden Tilefish Management Unit is defined as an area of the Atlantic Ocean from the 
latitude of the VA and NC border (36°33.36' N. lat.), extending eastward from the shore to the 
outer boundary of the exclusive economic zone, and northward to the United States-Canada 
border. 
 
This small entity compliance guide complies with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE  
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
NORTHEAST REGION 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, MA 01930-2276 
 
June 11, 2009 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Limited Access Northeast (NE) Multispecies Permit Holder: 
 
As part of Amendment 16 to the NE Multispecies Fishery Management Plan (FMP), the 
New England Fishery Management Council is considering the creation of new sectors 
and the modification of the two existing sectors.  In preparation for this possibility, 
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) sent out permit holder letters dated 
February 17, 2009, and March 25, 2009, which explained NMFS’s process for 
determining vessels’ potential sector contributions (PSC) for fishing year (FY) 2010 and 
notified you of the release of landings data.  You should have received a letter dated May 
1, 2009, that included your landings data for nine regulated groundfish species, 
comprising 15 stocks, currently proposed for allocation to sectors in proposed 
Amendment 16. Also, you received a letter dated May 14, 2009, that notified you of the 
timeline for implementation of sectors for FY 2010, explained more about vessel PSCs, 
and provided you with additional data about your vessel to help you make an informed 
decision about whether or not to join a sector for FY 2010.   
 
This letter revises and updates data already sent to you and also adds PSC data for Option 
5 of the proposed Amendment 16.  The updated information is being provided due to 
corrections of some sector allocation data problems.  The limited data corrections made 
have a limited effect for most vessels, but a small number of vessels will have a 
substantial change. We advise you to review your data carefully.   
 
The updated data are presented in the attachments as described below: 
 

1. Attachment A: Landings (live pounds) and Potential Sector Contributions 
(percent) – Updated  

2. Attachment B: Total Landings of Stocks by Fishery – Updated  
3. Attachment C:  Vessel Baseline Capacity and Capacity Share Options Under 

Proposed Amendment 16 – Updated 
4. Attachment D: Potential Sector Contributions Under Proposed Amendment 16 

Options -Updated 
 



Please visit our website (www.nero.noaa.gov/sfd/sfdmultisector.html) or contact the 
Sustainable Fisheries Division at (978) 281-9315 if you have any questions regarding 
sectors.   
 
The information and data contained in this letter are available in electronic form.  If you 
would like to receive an electronic copy of this information and data, please contact the 
Fisheries Statistics Office at (978) 281-9133 or by email at 
FSO.Data.Requests@NOAA.GOV.  When requesting these information and data, please 
specify if you prefer a compact disk (CD) or an email with attachments.  Additionally 
you must reference your correspondence ID (see below) in your request.  If you prefer 
CD it will be only mailed to your address of record in our permits system.  If you prefer 
email replies will only be sent to the originating email address. 
 
The information, data and calculations contained in this letter are preliminary and 
advisory only and do not necessarily reflect information, data or calculations that may be 
used if Amendment 16 is implemented by NMFS.  All calculations and data are based on 
the best available information available at the time this report was compiled. NMFS 
collects large amounts of data from federally permitted seafood dealers and fishing vessel 
owners.  We strive to maintain accurate data; however, errors may occur both in the 
reports submitted by the industry and in the processing of the reports in the Northeast 
Regional Office.  The responsibility to maintain complete and accurate information rests 
on both parties.   
 
Your Correspondence ID is  
 
Vessel Name:  
Permit #:  
Moratorium Right ID #:  
 
       Sincerely yours, 

 

 
For Patricia A. Kurkul 

Regional Administrator 
 
Attachments 
 
cc: New England Fishery Management Council 



 
Attachment A**: Landings (live pounds) and Potential Share Contributions (percent) 

       
 Vessel Name, Permit and Moratorium Right Id:   
       
   FY1996-2006 FY2003-2007  
 Stock Area live pounds percent* live pounds percent*  
            
 Atlantic Cod      
    GOM      
    GB      
        
 Haddock      
    GOM      
    GB      
        
 Pollock      
        
 White Hake      
        
 Redfish      
        
 American Plaice      
        
 Winter Flounder      
    GOM      
    GB      
    SNE/MA      
        
 Witch Flounder      
        
 Yellowtail Flounder      
    CC/GOM      
    GB      
    SNE/MA      
       
       

 
* Total landings of stocks used as the denominator to produce the percentage are presented in 
  Attachment B. 

  ** Data compiled for permit holder letter dated June 11, 2009  
 



Attachment B*: Total Landings of Stocks by Fishery (Denominators) 
 

Vessel Name, permit and MRI :  
   
  FY1996-2006 FY2003-2007 
Stock Area (Live Pounds) (Live Pounds) 
   
Atlantic Cod   
GOM 84,768,144 36,937,863 
GB 151,393,637 37,520,971 
   
Haddock   
GOM 18,890,766 8,392,355 
GB 93,557,179 52,735,072 
   
Pollock 111,204,293 68,785,326 
   
White Hake 66,678,161 27,428,029 
   
Redfish 8,971,717 6,415,952 
   
American Plaice 68,702,714 15,649,142 
   
Winter Flounder   
GOM 11,134,757 3,832,521 
GB 42,201,430 20,436,997 
SNE/MA 59,464,165 15,824,571 
   
Witch Flounder 56,432,193 24,035,170 
   
Yellowtail Flounder   
CC/GOM 30,614,114 7,758,327 
GB 64,024,640 30,510,451 
SNE/MA 13,970,536 1,910,630 
   
Total 882,008,446 358,173,377 

  
* Data compiled for permit holder letter dated June 11, 2009 

 



 

Attachment C**: Vessel Baseline Capacity and Capacity Share Options Under  
Proposed Amendment 16  

       
Vessel Name, permit and MRI :  
 
- DAS Leasing Program baseline vessel length overall (LOA) =  
- DAS Leasing Program baseline Horse Power =  
- FY 2006  A-DAS allocation (day):  
       
  Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 
Species Baseline Capacity Baseline Capacity Baseline Capacity 
Stock Area Capacity Share* Capacity Share* Capacity Share* 

          
Atlantic Cod         
   GOM   
   GB   
          
Haddock       
   GOM   
   GB   
          
Pollock   
          
White Hake   
          
Redfish   
          
American Plaice   
          
Winter Flounder        
   GOM   
   GB   
   SNE/MA   
          
Witch Flounder   
         
Yellowtail 
Flounder         
   CC/GOM   
   GB   
   SNE/MA   
       
*1. This capacity is an element in the calculation of potential contribution share shown in Attachment B 
*2. Stock area capacity total as the denominator to produce the percentage is presented in Attachment C next. 

Option 2:  baseline capacity = (10xLOA + HP) x 2006 A DAS Allocation for landed stocks only 
Option 3:  baseline capacity = (10xLOA + HP) x 2006 A DAS Allocation for all stocks 
Option 4:  baseline capacity = 2006 A DAS Allocation for all stocks 

** Data for permit holder letter dated June 11, 2009 



Attachment C*: Vessel Baseline Capacity and Capacity Share Options 
Under Proposed Amendment 16 (continued) 

 
Vessel Name, permit and MRI :  
    
Species Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 
Stock Area       
        
Atlantic Cod    
   GOM 32,597,919 40,724,095 39,750
   GB 36,319,392 40,724,095 39,750
     
Haddock   
   GOM 29,866,480 40,724,095 39,750
   GB 33,828,796 40,724,095 39,750
    
Pollock 39,207,123 40,724,095 39,750
     
White Hake 38,412,921 40,724,095 39,750
     
Redfish 32,410,519 40,724,095 39,750
     
American Plaice 37,760,509 40,724,095 39,750
     
Winter Flounder   
   GOM 31,861,524 40,724,095 39,750
   GB 29,564,853 40,724,095 39,750
   SNE/MA 35,808,160 40,724,095 39,750
     
Witch Flounder 38,754,425 40,724,095 39,750
     
Yellowtail Flounder    
   CC/GOM 35,595,792 40,724,095 39,750
   GB 29,950,263 40,724,095 39,750
   SNE/MA 30,558,620 40,724,095 39,750
    

* Data for permit holder letter dated June 11, 2009 
 



 
Attachment D*: Potential Contribution Share Under Proposed Amendment 16 
 
Vessel Name, permit and MRI :  

 
  Status Quo Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 
Species (FY03-FY07) (FY96-FY06)       
Stock Area PSC  PSC PSC  PSC  PSC  
            
Atlantic Cod       
   GOM  
   GB  
   GB Cod Option 5  
        
Haddock       
   GOM  
   GB  
       
Pollock  
        
White Hake  
        
Redfish  
        
American Plaice  
        
Winter Flounder       
   GOM  
   GB  
   SNE/MA  
        
Witch Flounder  
        
Yellowtail Flounder       
   CC/GOM  
   GB  
   SNE/MA  

 * Data for permit holder letter dated June 11, 2009 
Note: 1. Potential sector contribution (PSC) is the share of the allocated stock quota your permit contributes to a sector if you join a sector. 
          2. Due to minor adjustment of eligible participants, the percentage figures for status quo and Option 1 may be slightly different from 

those previously mailed to you on May 1, 2009, and May 14, 2009. 
Below is the formula for PSC under each option: 
  Status quo – PSC based on accumulated catch histories from FY03 through FY07 
  Option 1 - PSC based on accumulated catch histories from FY96 through FY06 
  Option 2 - PSC based on 50% FY96-FY06 histories and 50% baseline capacity, landed stocks only 
  Option 3 - PSC based on 50% FY96-FY06 histories and 50% baseline capacity, all stocks 
  Option 4 - PSC based on 50% FY96-FY06 histories and 50% 2006 A DAS allocation, all stocks 
  Option 5 - GB Cod PSC for existing sectors (based on the FY07 rosters) based on FY96-FY01 histories; all other vessels’ PSCs are 

adjusted proportionally and calculated using the options listed above. 



                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                                  
                                  
     

 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
NORTHEAST REGION 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, MA 01930-2276 
 
 
June 24, 2009

  
           

           
 SMALL ENTITY COMPLIANCE GUIDE 
 
Dear Charter/Party Vessel Permit Holder: 
 
This letter is to inform you that NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has 
approved the final 2009 recreational management measures for the summer flounder, scup, and 
black sea bass fisheries.  The final rule implementing these measures published in the Federal 
Register on June 24, 2009, and will remain in effect until further notification.   
 
The tables on the reverse summarize the minimum fish size, possession limit, and fishing season 
for these fisheries.  For the summer flounder fishery, the final rule implements conservation 
equivalency, as described in the proposed rule.  Under conservation equivalency, each vessel is 
required to abide by the regulations in effect for the state in which it lands summer flounder (see 
Table 1).  The recreational measures for scup are unchanged from those in place for 2008 (Table 
2).  Scup measures will differ in state waters, as the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission is utilizing a conservation equivalency approach for the scup fishery in the state 
waters of New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts.  The recreational measures 
for black sea bass in the final rule increase the minimum fish size by ½ inch from 12.0 to 12.5 
inches.  Black sea bass possession limits and fishing season remain unchanged from 2008 (Table 
2). 
 
In cases where state recreational measures for scup and black sea bass are different from those 
listed in Table 2, federally permitted party/charter vessels are required to abide by the more 
restrictive state or Federal measure.  For example, if a state has adopted a possession limit of 45 
fish for scup, a federally permitted party/charter vessel is required to abide by the 15-fish per 
person possession limit when landing recreationally caught fish in that state. 
 
You may also receive permit holder letters, and find supporting documentation for these 
management measures, on our web site at http://www.nero.noaa.gov/.  If you have questions, 
please contact the Sustainable Fisheries Division at (978) 281-9315. 
 
This small entity compliance guide complies with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 

For  Patricia A. Kurkul 
Regional Administrator 



 

Table 1 - 2009 State Recreational Management Measures for Summer Flounder 
 

State Minimum Size (inches) Possession 
Limit 

Open Season 

Massachusetts 18.5 5 fish July 1-August 13 
Rhode Island 21.0 6 fish June 17-December 31 
Connecticut 19.5 3 fish June 15-August 19 

New York 21.0 2 fish May 15-June 15 and    
July 3-August 17 

New Jersey 18.0 6 fish May 23 –September 4 
Delaware 18.5 4 fish All Year 
Maryland: 
Atlantic & Coastal 
Bays 
Chesapeake Bay 

 
18.0 
16.5 

 
3 fish 
1 fish 

 
April 15-September 13 

Virginia 19.0 5 fish All Year 

North Carolina 

15.0 in all waters external 
waters; 14.0 in Pamlico SoundA, 
Albemarle SoundB, and Browns 

Inlet SouthC  

8 fish 
 

All Year 
 

A. PAMLICO SOUND - No person may possess flounder less than 14 inches total length taken from internal waters for recreational 
purposes west of a line beginning at a point on Point of Marsh in Carteret County at 35° 04.6166’N – 76° 27.8000’W, then running 
northeasterly to a point at Bluff Point in Hyde County at 35° 19.7000’N – 76° 09.8500’W.   In Core and Clubfoot creeks, the Highway 
101 Bridge constitutes the boundary north of which flounder must be at least 14 inches total length.  

B. ALBEMARLE SOUND - No person may possess flounder less than 14 inches total length taken from internal waters for recreational 
purposes west of a line beginning at a point 35° 57.3950’N – 76° 00.8166’W on Long Shoal Point; running easterly to a point 35° 
56.7316’N – 75° 59.3000’ W near Marker “5” in Alligator River; running northeasterly along the Intracoastal Waterway to a point 36° 
09.3033’N - 75° 53.4916’W near Marker “171” at the mouth of North River; running northwesterly to a point 36° 09.9093’N – 75° 
54.6601’W on Camden Point. 

C.  BROWNS INLET-SOUTH – No person may possess flounder less than 14 inches total length in internal and Atlantic Ocean 
fishing waters for recreational purposes west and south of a line beginning at a point 34° 37.0000’N – 77° 15.000’W; running 
southeasterly to a point 34° 32.0000’N – 77° 10.0000’W. 

 
Table 2 - 2009 Recreational Management Measures for Scup and Black Sea Bass 

 
Fishery Minimum Fish 

Size (Inches) 
Possession Limit 
(Number of fish) 

Fishing Season 
 

Scup 10.5 15  January 1-February 28 and 
 October 1-October 31 

Black Sea Bass 12.5  25  All Year 

 
 

 



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
Scientific and Statistical Committee 

July 16, 2009 
DRAFT Consensus Summary Points 

 
 
Summer flounder  
 
By consensus, SSC recommends to the Council that the summer flounder TAC 
(ABC) should be set for one year only (2010) and be based on 50% probability of 
achieving the fishing mortality rate target, F40% (the associated TAC=25.48 million 
lbs and TAL=22.13 million pounds).  Projections based on the accepted stock 
assessment indicate that this level of exploitation will still meet the rebuilding 
schedule; fishing mortality rate targets of F35% or higher will not allow the stock to 
rebuild by the mandated deadline. 
 
The SSC emphasizes that this recommendation takes into account scientific 
uncertainty only.  The SSC does not take management uncertainty into account 
in its recommendations for 2010.  The SSC notes that recent management 
efficacy has been less than 100% (i.e., the TAL has been exceeded routinely in 
recent years).    
 
Sources of scientific uncertainty: 
 

• New assessment model assumed age-specific natural mortality (M), which 
had substantial effects on reference points and stock status - this issue is 
still a considerable source of scientific uncertainty; 

• Retrospective patterns in F and SSB still persist, but the pattern has 
changed and the effects are much smaller in recent years; 

• Projections indicate that the stock is less likely to rebuild within the 
reference rebuilding time period at fishing mortality rates higher than F40%; 
and 

• Recruitment from the 2008 year class looks high, but, as for most stocks, 
it will take several years of tracking this year class in the fishery-
independent surveys to validate its strength.   

 
 
Scup 
 
By consensus the SSC recommends to the Council a one-year interim ABC for 
scup for 2010,  based on a 10% increase in the 2009 TAC (i.e., recommended 
2010 TAC=17.094 million pounds).   
 
The SSC notes that the recommended TAC is in line with advice from the 
assessment and the independent peer review that despite the apparently high 
stock biomass, quotas should be expanded slowly because of the high degree of 



scientific uncertainty in stock status.  Much of the uncertainty is due to 
inadequate coverage by the fishery-independent surveys and observations of 
fishery discards.  The SSC notes that no management uncertainty is included in 
this advice. 
 
Sources of scientific uncertainty: 
 

• There has been a substantial change in the approach to the assessing 
scup and the sensitivity and reliability of the new stock assessment is not 
fully understood; 

• Assessment model is informed by fishery independent survey indices 
which are truncated above age 2 and commercial catch at age data for 
older ages;  it is unclear the extent to which the fishery provides an 
unbiased estimate of stock abundance;  therefore, considerable 
uncertainty exists about the population dynamics of older fish in the 
population; and 

• Discard estimates are major source of uncertainty: discard estimates are 
imprecise and discard mortality is a significant component of fishing 
mortality for this stock. 

 
 
Black sea bass 
 
By consensus, the SSC recommends to the Council that it maintain the 2009 
status quo measures in 2010 (i.e., recommended 2010 TAL=2.3 million pounds). 
 
The SSC notes that this advice is based on consideration of the scientific 
uncertainty inherent in the management of this species as a result of its unusual 
life history and the unknown reliability of fishery-independent surveys for this 
species.  The SSC recommends initiation of a fishery-independent survey that 
reliably tracks age- and sex-specific stock abundance.  The SSC notes that no 
consideration of management uncertainty is included in this advice. 
 
Sources of scientific uncertainty: 
 

• Assessment assumes constant M for both sexes; life history 
characteristics for this species (protogynous hermaphrodite), where males 
and females are on different growth tracks, may result in sex-dependent 
Ms; 

• Fishery-independent indices may not correspond to stock abundance 
because surveys do not adequately sample preferred sea bass habitat; 
and 

• Significant and unidirectional retrospective patterns are evident.     
 
 



Bluefish 
 
By consensus, the SSC recommends to the Council that it adopt a TAC (ABC) 
associated with F=0.15 for 2010 (i.e., associated TAC=34.377 million pounds 
and TAL=29.264 million lbs).  
 
The SSC notes that this advice is based on consideration of the scientific 
uncertainty associated with the stock assessment of this species.  We note that 
no management uncertainty is included in this advice.  
 
 
Sources of scientific uncertainty: 

• Age composition data are sparse for some portions of the catch-at-age 
matrix; the lack of medium size and age fish in the catch persists and the 
cause of this observation is unknown; 

• Fishery-independent trawl and seine surveys do not sample this pelagic 
species effectively, so survey indices may not track stock abundance; and 

• The recreational component of the fishery represents the majority of the 
catch and recreational catch estimates for bluefish (and a number of other 
species) at the state level are highly imprecise and may also be biased. 

 
 
General Remarks 
 

1. All ABCs recommended by the SSC should be considered interim (i.e., for 
one year only). 

2. The ad hoc approach used by the SSC to develop ABCs for summer 
flounder, scup, black sea bass, and bluefish will change once the 
Omnibus Amendment is adopted by the Council and approved by the 
Secretary of Commerce.  The amendment will contain control rules for 
establishing ABCs for all stocks under the Council’s purview. 

3. As currently presented, the stock assessment reports are not sufficient for 
the SSC to do its job in evaluating uncertainty.  The SSC is working 
through the SARC/SAW process to amend terms of reference to include 
analyses of uncertainty, and this is an evolving process.  Uncertainty 
analyses should not only include an analysis of the model used in the 
stock assessment, but analyses of the uncertainties contained in the input 
data as well, especially survey estimates, age keys, discard observations, 
and port sampling. 

4. Many of the uncertainties noted for the four stocks reviewed by the SSC 
are not unique.  For example, assuming a constant natural mortality rate 
(M) for all adult age groups is a common practice, and is necessitated by 
the lack of age- and year-specific estimates.  




