

















































































































Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Forum — Meeting Summary

development, several participants made strong cases for the need to increase collection,
analysis, and visualization of socioeconomic data to inform management decisions.

Several states are building on existing collaboration among coastal management
agencies and greenhouse gas reduction initiatives to address regional challenges related
to climate change and energy development. Some participants suggested these
experiences could inform additional regional collaboration focused on ocean issues.
Many people noted the need to work toward supporting ecosystem-based management
approaches and the value of marine spatial data products for supporting such
approaches.

Breakout Group & Meeting Perspectives highlights: The final session’s
panelists highlighted and amplified the findings of the forum’s eight breakout groups.
The following high priority actions for regional collaboration were identified:

e Data collection and management. Participants identified needs for:

An economic assessment (market and non-market resources);
The creation of a central shared database;

Identification of indicators of Mid-Atlantic ecosystem health; and
Gap analysis to understand data needs and prioritization of data
collection.
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o Climate-specific data collection and management. Participants explored
the needs related to regional climate change, focusing particularly on the tools
and information needed to effectively adapt to predicted climate change impacts.
Recommendations included:

o Conducting regional climate research and delivering regional climate
services;

o Developing a regional digital elevation model using LIDAR; and

o Creating a regional climate change data clearing house (including plans,
strategies, and science).

e Spatial data visualization. Participants described the need to use marine
spatial data to visualize solutions and avoid potential conflicts by mapping
historic, current, and potential human uses overlaid with sensitive or vulnerable
marine habitat areas.
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e Funding. Participants cited the need for regional mechanisms to:

o Expand partnerships and identify sources and opportunities to leverage
funding,

o Create an ocean trust fund and establish revenue sharing, while taking
care that trust fund establishment does not create perverse incentives to
undertake unsustainable ocean and coastal development; and

o Explore the use of fees from permitting and licensing to achieve goals.

e Cooperate and integrate management among states. Participants
identified possible actions that would be needed to develop Mid-Atlantic regional
ocean collaboration including:

o Developing a mechanism to share best management practices among
states;

Defining the region ecologically and geopolitically;

Applying tools and approaches to characterize and map living resources,
legal boundaries, human uses, and management scenarios;

Identifying existing authorities and activities including gaps and overlaps;
Using lessons learned from other regions and states;

Analyzing the need for legislation or new authority;

Securing high-level state government participation; and

Developing a regional research plan.
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Copies of Forum Presentations are available at the following website:
http://www.ocean.udel.edu/cmp/marof/index.html
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