
Memo to: Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council 

From:  Preston Pate, Chair, Research Set-Aside Committee 

Subject: RSA Workshop 

Date:  January 25, 2010 

 

The MAFMC in conjunction with the NMFS NE Regional office will hold a 
workshop on the Council’s Research Set-Aside (RSA) program in the afternoon 
session of the Council’s meeting on February 9, 2010.  The purpose of the 
workshop is to receive the results of the RSA program review recently completed 
by the NE Fisheries Science Center and discuss the resulting recommendations 
for program improvement. 

The stated goal of the programmatic review was “to provide guidance on 
optimizing RSA programs and to establish best practices needed in developing 
new RSA programs.”  Whereas the review was conducted for all RSA programs 
within the NE Region, our workshop will concentrate on the one administered by 
the MAFMC.  The review generated a very thorough report on the history of the 
RSA program, its strengths and challenges, and recommendations for 
improvements.  It will serve as the basis for more thorough discussions by the 
RSA Committee and Council of options for improving the use of the RSA 
program in our management efforts. 

I look forward to a productive session and will see you there. 







Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
Research Set-Aside Program Workshop 

February 9, 2010 – Cambridge, MD 
1-5:30 PM 

 
 

Research Set-Aside Program Evaluation and RSA Workshop 
 
 
RSA Workshop Goal:  
This workshop will provide an opportunity to review findings of the RSA Programmatic 
review, present options for improving the program, and initiate discussions leading to 
further consideration (by the RSA Committee and the Council) of major policy changes 
for the Mid-Atlantic RSA program. Specific goals are: 

- Present findings of the RSA Programmatic Review 
- Consider proposed options to improve the program 
- Discuss monitoring of RSA quota harvesting (recreational and commercial) 
- Clarify Mid-Atlantic RSA Mission 

 
 
Specific Workshop Objectives: 

• Briefly review history of the Mid-Atlantic RSA program.  
(10 minutes) 

• Review RSA program listing strengths & challenges  
(20 minutes) 

• Briefly review RSA program administrative processes, grants processes, and other 
regulatory requirements pertinent to RSA programs and discuss improvements 
already made. 
(15 minutes) 

• Review RSA program economics, costs and benefits, and business practices and 
consider alternative business models. 

• Discussion of NFI auction 
• Enforcement issues 
• Accountability of quota monitoring (recreational and commercial) and 

funds transfers 
(90 minutes) 

• Explore proposed measures to improve the RSA program and discuss what 
agency or entity is primarily responsible for each proposed action. 
(60 minutes) 

• Revisit RSA Program’s Objectives as originally perceived by the Council and 
determine if they are still relevant or need updating. Clearly articulate RSA 
Mission. Define objectives in terms of percent long term monitoring versus short 
term focused research projects. 
(60 minutes with a 15 minute wrap-up) 

 


