









































. Information is now available that mitigates uncertainty in the current stock assessment
declaring the Black Sea Bass stock as rebuilt and sustainable, including —

o State trawl survey data that indicates high levels of abundance;
o State commercial landings data that show quotas were quickly met; and,
o Recreational landings data that show an increased CPUE.

. The previously proposed SSC TAL of 2.3 million pounds equates to a fishing mortality
rate (F) of 0.12, or just 27% of Fpy ( F=0.42). TAL’s recommended by the Council Staff
(based on F=0.28) and Monitoring Committee (based on F=0.19) set fishing levels at
67% and 45% of Fry respectively. By way of comparison, Amendment 15A for Black
Sea Bass in the South Atlantic where the species is not rebuilt sets the annual target F
(which is also defined as Optimum Yield in the Amendment) at 75% of Frngy.

. Combined recreational and commercial landings since 2004 have been in the 4.5 -5
million Ib. range. The current stock assessment indicates no decline in SSB below target
levels during this time frame, indicating that this level of harvest is sustainable.

. The SSC charge from MSA to prevent overfishing and how this mandate relates to
scientific precaution is understood, but National Standard 1 also mandates achieving
optimum yield on an on-going basis. Unfounded precaution can create a significant
departure between annual catch limits and optimum yield as seen with the current 2010
Black Sea Bass quota. The result is management that is inconsistent with MSA
objectives and unnecessarily produces significant negative impacts on fishing
conumnunities.

We look forward to present and future joint efforts of the SSC and MC in providing
recommendations to the MAFMC that continue to make it the leading regional fisheries
management council in the country. This will be achieved by promoting management measures
that prevent overfishing, maintain sustainability, and achieve optimum yield on an on-going
basis as mandated by MSA.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Donofrio, Executive Director Tony Bogan
Recreational Fishing Alliance United Boatmen
Jim Hutchinson, Jr., President Captain Adam Nowalsky, Chairman

New York Sportfishing Federation RFA New Jersey Chapter



Attachment 4

Talking Points for SSC
Discussion

Thomas Miller
SSC Lead, Black Sea Bass

Q1.

Council motion

"Move that as outlined by the Executive Committee at
the October Council meeting, convene a joint
meeting of the SSC and Monitoring Committee to
share available data and relevant information as it
pertains to the 2010 BSB recommendations for
purposes of allowing the RA to consider whether it
would be appropriate to move forward with an
emergency action based on final SSC review".

Is there relevant new information?

Q2. If the SSC had received input from the MC

before recommending a quota, would its
decision have been different?

Issues for consideration — new data

» July 16, 2009 decision based on an assessment using 1968-2008
data.
Preliminary 2009 data are available, but have yet to be used in an
assessment
« Commercial harvest ~ quota & recreational harvest > quota —
but these are management uncertainties, not scientific
uncertainties, but might be indicative of stock abundance.
« Fishery-independent Y-O-Y surveys indicate strong 2008 and 2009
year classes. )
- MA Recreational data indicate high CPUEs for 2009

o

SSC Discussion: Does this new information demand
a revision of the quota?

Issues for consideration — revisiting

°

guota decision

Original quota decision was based on the

Scientific Uncertainty Committee’s

guidelines on assessment quality and

applied ad hoc ABC rule of constant catch

-~ Was the assessment quality correctly
defined?

—~Was the appropriate level of catch used as
the foundation of the ad hoc ABC rule?
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Data Poor Working Group

DPWG review accepted a SCALE assessment for
management of BSB

Alternative models compared, and final mode! accepted
based on assumptions that

- long term average abundance was gysy

- M=04

DPWG accepted YPR based reference points, calculated
outside of SCALE

DPWG review noted “there remains considerable
uncertainty with respect to stock status. The lack of fit
between model estimates and the recent survey is an
important source of uncertainty...”

SSC Discussion — July 16, 2009

Updated assessment (1968-2008 data) using a model averaging approach
Model showed SSB~ SSB,,,, but with substantial and increasing
uncertainty
SSC discussion focused on the following sources of uncentainty in
underslanding of status of the stocks

- Research surveys index ags-0 - age-2 fish only
Knowledge of adult dynamics comes from fishery-dependent data
Discards are substantial and poorly quantified
M is poorly described, particularly given life history
Strong retrospective paltern in stock biomass in assgssment results
Sensltivity 01 new SCALE model resulm have not been quanhﬁed No

[

of diffecent lik been
underlaken Mudal averaging approach not reviewed.
- points aya outside of the model and do not
lBﬂBcl the or the species life history

SSC characterized the assessment as 'Level 3; Acceptable assessmant”

SSC Discussion: Is this the appropriate category for the
2009 BSB assessment?

Ad hoc ABC rule

Because the assessment was deemed

acceptable, the SSC used a constant

catch policy

—Was a constant catch level compatible with
the then available SUN committee report?

—Was the 2009 level the appropriate standard?






