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Council motion 
December 4, 2018:

Further, to task the PDT 
to develop with the 
industry a prioritized 
list of research needs  
concerning Rose and 
Crown and Davis Bank 
(Zone D). The intent is 
to work towards an 
exempted fishing  
permit program for 
these areas which will 
support the potential 
development of 
additional  exemptions 
in the future. 

Exemption areas shown in green and red, research areas in black



Objectives for GSC HMA program
1. Improve the Council’s understanding of the distribution of 

living and non-living habitat features within the GSC HMA, 
including topography, substrate, epifauna, and infauna (i.e., 
develop habitat maps).

2. Improve the Council’s understanding of habitat stability 
including epifaunal persistence in relation to substrate type, 
tidal flows and storm events.

3. Improve the Council’s understanding of habitat 
vulnerability to mussel and clam dredges. Vulnerability 
includes both the nature of habitat/gear interactions 
(susceptibility) and recovery rates.

4. Improve the Council’s understanding of why the GSC HMA 
is important to managed species, such as Atlantic cod.

June 4, 2019 3



Management applications
 Direct, primary application of results: reconsideration of 

exemption area program for the GSC HMA

 Can clam or mussel dredging be conducted in the GSC HMA 
in a manner compatible with habitat protection objectives? 

 Secondary, longer term application of results: general 
evaluation of the GSC HMA

 What functions (direct and indirect) is the HMA providing to 
managed species and the fisheries that target those species? 

 Are the gear restrictions associated with the HMA working 
effectively to maintain or improve habitat structure and 
function? 
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Progressive research framework
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Exempted Fishing Permits
 An EFP is a permit that authorizes a fishing vessel to conduct 

fishing activities that would otherwise be prohibited.  
Generally, EFPs are issued for activities in support of fisheries-
related research. 

 GARFO is responsible for reviewing and approving EFPs, 
although there is a public comment period and Council 
feedback is solicited.

 The Habitat Plan Development Team is working with 
researchers developing study proposals/EFP applications to 
ensure these studies are consistent with the Council’s research 
objectives for the HMA

 Also see §600.745: Scientific research activity, exempted 
fishing, and exempted educational activity.
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EFP Evaluation Criteria
 As an overarching objective, in studies where sampling is 

required, any research undertaken should be designed in a 
manner that is statistically rigorous and effectively 
supports decision making. 

 For research activities expected to have negative impacts on 
EFH, there should be a clear explanation of why the 
proposed research needs to be conducted within the closed 
portion of the HMA. 

 Specifically, if sites outside the HMA, or within the three 
existing exemption areas, would be suitable for addressing 
the objectives above, the use of these alternative locations 
should be explored as part of EFP development.  

June 4, 2019 7


