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“Based on new catch and survey information, 
move to remand the Illex ABC back to the SSC to 
consider an increase in ABC for 2019 and 2020.”

Remand according to MAFMC SOPPs:
• Failure of the Committee to follow the terms of reference 

provided to it by the Council; 
• An error, in fact or omission, in the materials provided to the 

Committee; 
• An error in fact in the calculations, if any, undertaken by the 

Committee in developing its ABC recommendation; and  
• Failure of the Committee to follow its standard operating 

procedures. 



There is no basis for remand based 
on new information

• No evidence the SSC did not follow its terms 
of reference.

• No evidence of an error in fact or in omission 
in the material presented to the Committee. 

• No evidence of a calculation error.
• The SSC did follow its standard operating 

procedures. 



Decision to Revisit the ABC

Our standing recommendation of 24,000 mt is 
based on an MSE, and the judgement of the SSC 
that Illex has been lightly exploited historically 
(because of the relatively small portion of its 
range within which the commercial fishery 
operates). 



ABC (cont’d)

Based on new information presented, the SSC 
considered: 

– Whether there were any changes in our 
knowledge of the biology of Illex squid;

– Recent catches, and
– Catches of Illex squid in the NEAMAP survey. 

The SSC did not feel these pieces of 
information would have materially 
changed its existing specification. 



ABC (cont’d)

However, the SSC believes that raising the ABC 
to 26,000 mt in 2019, and perhaps 2020 as well, 
will likely not result in a greater than a 40% 
chance of causing overfishing.  

Currently, estimates are not available to 
evaluate the degree to which a 26,000 mt ABC 
achieves the Council’s risk policy. 



The SSC Wants to Avoid Being in a 
Similar Position Next Year

• A collaborative approach to collecting and 
analyzing existing and new data may provide a 
way for the SSC to work with industry partners 
to find a way forward.  

• Such an approach might include establishing a 
working group of SSC members (and 
potentially non-SSC scientists).



Topics Addressed by the Proposed 
Working Group

• If an OFL can be estimated given current 
information;

• What alternative squid management might 
look like;

• Identifying a feasible approach for in-season 
management; 

• Data that are needed to support a stock 
assessment that estimates an OFL or in-season 
management; 



Topics Addressed by the Proposed 
Working Group

• Who does the work;
• Costs, requirements;
• What has been done in the past here, and in 

other regions; and 
• Signals that the SSC should be looking for to 

adjust ABC. 



The SSC encourages the Council to find 
mechanisms to support such analyses. 

• Council support;
• Stock assessment improvement funds;
• The NOAA Saltonstall-Kennedy (S-K) grant 

program; and/or
• Exploration of a cooperative industry survey 

program based on its commercial operations.
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