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Meeting Objective

 Review meeting material

 SSC-MC-AP recommendations

 Recommend catch and landings limits 
and federal measures to NMFS

 Support 2016-2018 Specifications Cycle



Management Overview

 Cooperatively managed by

– Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (Council)

– Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
(ASMFC)

– National Marine Fisheries Service (federal 
implementation and enforcement)



Specifications Process

 June

– AP meeting to develop FPR

 July

– Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) reviewed 
benchmark stock assessment information

– SSC recommended catch limits for upcoming years

– Monitoring Committee (MC) recommended catch targets 
and management measures for upcoming years

– AP reviewed SSC and MC recommendations provided input

 August

– Join Council and ASMFC bluefish Board meeting

– Recommend catch and landings limits and federal 
measures to NMFS
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SAW/SARC 60

 Benchmark stock assessment was peer reviewed in 
June 2015

 This benchmark assessment uses the model from 
the 2005 benchmark assessment (SAW 41; ASPIC), 
with updates to the way the catch-at-age matrices 
were constructed and change to model configuration

 The catch-at-age matrices were completely 
reconstructed to incorporate new age data, 
including archived historical samples that had not 
been processed at the time SAW/SARC 41 was 
conducted, and to correct aging errors in the earlier 
years of the time series 



Stock Status

 Stock is not overfished

 Overfishing is not occurring



Fishing Mortality

Overfishing not occurring
(2014 F = 0.157; below FMSY proxy = F40%SPR = 0.170)



Biomass

Not overfished
2014 SSB (86,534 mt) ≈ 22% below SSBMSY proxy (111,228 mt), but still 
well above biomass threshold (½ SSBMSY proxy = 55,614 mt)



Recruitment



Special Comments (SAW/SARC 60)

 The accepted model captures the dynamics 
of the bluefish stock well and accurately 
reflects trends in spawning stock biomass 
and fishing mortality

 SARC-60 recommends basing stock status 
determination on spawning stock biomass 
and SSB-based reference points. The 
previous benchmark assessment (NEFSC 
2005) used total biomass



Special Comments (SAW/SARC 60)

 The proximity of the terminal estimate of F 
to the F threshold is sensitive to changes in 
the data and model structure

 The model is strongly informed by the 
fishery-dependent recreational CPUE index 
(developed from access point intercepts, 
which are also used to develop the catch 
time-series). The index also includes age-
structure information which is partially 
shared with the recreational catch-at-age



Special Comments (SAW/SARC 60)

 F40%SPR is commonly used as an FMSY proxy 
for demersal species, while bluefish is a 
more productive pelagic species. Bluefish 
recruit to the fishery before they are fully 
mature, but the fishery exhibits a dome-
shaped selectivity that offers protection to 
the spawning stock

 Approved for use – management advise



SSC Meeting

SSC Presentation



SSC Meeting

 Reviewed SAW/SARC 60 results

 Noted that F40% may be inappropriate for BF

 F35% - published meta-analysis for the order 
Perciformes

 Developed new OFLs (using F35%) and ABCs 
using Council’s risk policy

 OFLs/ABCs in revised memo

 Revised staff catch and landings limits 
recommendations based on ABCs 
recommended by the SSC



Regulatory Review
(Current Management Measures)

 SSC and MC meet in July 2014 to develop 
ABC, other catch and landings limits, and 
other management measures  for 2015 
fishing year

 SSC did not recommend ABCs beyond 2015 
due to anticipated benchmark assessment

 Overall catch and landings limits derivations 
and the 2015 RHL and commercial quota are 
presented in Table 4 of staff memo





Catch (landings and discards)



Recreational Fishery
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2014 Fishery Performance

 Commercial landings = 4.58 M lb (2,077 mt)

– ≈ 37% under commercial quota

 Recreational landings = 10.52 M lb (4,771 
mt)

– ≈ 20% under RHL



Fishery Performance Report

 Unusually large amount of large BF stayed in 
the estuaries and bays

 Biological characteristics of bluefish life 
history need to be considered when 
developing catch and landings limits 
recommendations for this species

 Bluefish are being targeted much more 
heavily. This is likely a consequence of the 
reduced abundance of groundfish



Fishery Performance Report

 Bluefish seemingly becoming a lot more 
important as a target species to the 
recreational and for-hire fisheries (due to 
lack of availability of state managed species)

 The [bluefish] abundance was high and a 
very broad range of sizes was caught, 
including very large fish



Fishery Performance Report

 While the commercial discards are 
considered to be insignificant in the 
assessment, there is some localized bycatch 
discards [in North Carolina] in some 
commercial fisheries (beach seine, different 
trawls, and ocean drop net, and estuarine 
flounder net fisheries) and not zero

 Commercial discard rates are very low or 
near zero [in New York]



Fishery Performance Report

 In past several years, commercial landings 
have been above the allocation to that state 
[New York] and they had to get transfers 
when surplus quota exists in other states 
that do not land their entire bluefish quota

 There are factors that sometimes does not 
allow for commercial fishermen to land their 
entire bluefish quota

 Bag limit (no changes; excessive)



Fishery Performance Report

 While the bluefish price on a costwide basis 
is about $0.60/lb, it varies depending on 
where you are

 Shark boats participating in offshore 
tournaments (> 30 miles to the east) have 
reported large bluefish abundance

 Think that we need to be cautious even 
thought abundance seems to be larger this 
year. Do not want to see bluefish targeted 
heavily now that bass or other species are 
down



Fishery Performance Report

Research Plan Comments
– Need to better understand the dynamics 

between the inshore and offshore 
populations

– Due to the recent phenomenon related to 
the large amounts of fish from the spring 
migration staying close to shore and in the 
bays / estuaries for a long period of time; 
spawning / how this will impact future 
recruitments into the fishery



Staff Recommendations - Revised

 3-year specifications, 2016-2018

 Using ABCs developed by the SSC

 Catch and landings limits and other 
management measures presented in the 
revised memo (review Tables 1, 2, and 5 of 
the revised memo)

 No change to the bag limit



MC Recommendations

 MC reviewed SSC and revised staff 
recommendations

 Recommended different catch and landings 
limits than staff

 Agreed to not change the bag limit



MC Recommendations

 Review tables in MC document



Recreational Landings



Other consideration points

 Smaller commercial quota

– Increase bluefish discards levels

 Closed fishery

 Trip limits

– Less fish to transfer

– Already getting calls about quota transfers,    
but . . . 

– Change to trip limits made to avoid early 
closures



AP Recommendations

 Status quo commercial landings

 That the numbers and recommendations 
from the second staff memo be adopted and 
not the MC recommendations

 Other issues - While not a short-term issue, 
some advisors recommended a revision of 
allocation system



Questions?


