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August 2015 Council Meeting Report 
August 10 – 13, 2015 

New York, New York  

The following summary highlights Council actions and issues considered at the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council’s August 2015 meeting in New York, New York. Presentations, briefing materials, and audio recordings 
are available at www.mafmc.org/briefing/august-2015.  

Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Specifications 
The Council met jointly with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s Summer Flounder, Scup, and 
Black Sea Bass Board (Board) to establish specifications for the summer flounder, scup, and black sea bass 
fisheries. The Council’s recommendations apply to federal waters (3 – 200 miles from shore) and will be 
forwarded to NOAA Fisheries Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Administrator for approval. The Commission’s 
actions are final and apply to state waters (0-3 miles from shore). The table below summarizes the recommended 
commercial quotas and recreational harvest limits for summer flounder, scup, and black sea bass (2015 values 
are provided for comparison purposes). Please note that specifications may be adjusted based on changes in the 
fishery or new scientific information. 

  Current 
2015 2016 2017 2018 

  millions of pounds 

Summer 
Flounder 

Acceptable Biological Catch 22.77 16.26 15.86 15.68 
Commercial Quota 11.07 8.12 7.91 7.89 
Recreational Harvest Limit 7.38 5.42 5.28 5.26 

Scup 

Acceptable Biological Catch 33.77 31.11 28.40 27.05 

Commercial Quota 21.23 20.47 18.38 17.34 
Recreational Harvest Limit 6.80 6.09 5.50 5.21 

Black Sea Bass 

Acceptable Biological Catch 5.50 5.50  

Commercial Quota 2.24 2.24  

Recreational Harvest Limit 2.33 2.33  

Summer Flounder 
For summer flounder, the Council and Board established multi-year specifications for the 2016-2018 fishing 
years. The Council and Commission approved an Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC) limit of 16.26 million pounds 
for 2016, resulting in a commercial quota of 8.12 million pounds and a recreational harvest limit of 5.42 million 
pounds. The recommended 2016 ABC is an approximate 29% decrease relative to the 2015 ABC. This reduction 
is based on the findings of the 2015 stock assessment update, which indicates that the summer flounder stock 
was experiencing overfishing in 2014. The fishing mortality rate in 2014 was estimated to be 16% above the 
fishing mortality threshold reference point. Under the Council’s normal risk policy, this would entail reducing 
commercial quotas and recreational harvest limits by about 43% in 2016. However, recognizing that a reduction 
of this magnitude could have severe social and economic impacts, the Council recommended that the reductions 
be phased in over a three year period.  For more information on the assessment update and its impacts on 
harvest limits for 2016, please see the Council’s Summer Flounder Catch and Landings Limit Fact Sheet. The 
Council and Board also established ABCs of 15.86 million pounds for 2017 and 15.68 million pounds for 2018. 
These recommendations will be reviewed each year, along with any new scientific information, to determine if 
adjustments are warranted.  

http://www.mafmc.org/briefing/august-2015
http://www.mafmc.org/s/Summer-Flounder-2016-Overview-8-20-15.pdf
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Scup 
For scup, the Council and Board established multi-year specifications for the 2016-2018 fishing years. For 2016, 
the Council and Commission approved an ABC of 31.11 million pounds. After accounting for projected discards 
in the commercial and recreational fisheries, this ABC is divided into a commercial quota of 20.47 million pounds 
and a recreational harvest limit of 6.09 million pounds for the 2016 fishing year. This represents a decrease from 
2015 levels due to a slight decrease in spawning stock biomass (SSB) as projected by the 2015 benchmark stock 
assessment. The Council and Board also established an ABC of 28.40 million pounds for 2017 and 27.05 million 
pounds for 2018. These recommendations will be reviewed each year to determine whether any adjustments 
are warranted. 

Black Sea Bass 
For black sea bass, the Council and Board established multi-year specifications for the 2016 and 2017 fishing 
years. The Council and Board approved an ABCs of 5.50 million pounds for both 2016 and 2017. After accounting 
for projected discards in the commercial and recreational fisheries, this ABC is divided into a commercial quota 
of 2.24 million pounds and a recreational harvest limit of 2.33 million pounds for each year. These 
recommendations are unchanged relative to 2015 catch and landings limits. However, both the commercial 
quota and recreational harvest limit may be changed pending further review by the Council’s Scientific and 
Statistical Committee (SSC) in September 2015. 

Bluefish Specifications 
The Council met jointly with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s Bluefish Board to establish multi-
year bluefish specifications for the 2016-2018 fishing years. The Council recommended an ABC of 19.45 million 
pounds for 2016, 20.64 million pounds for 2017, and 21.81 million pounds for 2018. These ABCs represent a 10 
percent and 5 percent decrease in 2016 and 2017, respectively, when compared to the current 2015 ABC (21.64 
million pounds). The ABC for 2018 is slightly above (1 percent) the 2015 ABC. The Council and Board 
recommended these reductions based on the findings of the most recent benchmark stock assessment for 
bluefish (SAW-60). Although the assessment concluded that the stock is not overfished and overfishing is not 
occurring, it lowered both the SSB target level (223 million pounds) and the SSB estimate (191 million pounds in 
2014). The Stock Assessment Review Committee also recommended basing stock status determination on 
spawning stock biomass, as opposed to the previously recommended method of using total biomass. Expected 
recreational harvest limits for upcoming years will be used to estimate potential transfers from the recreational 
fishery to the commercial fishery and will be based on realized recreational landings for the terminal year. NMFS 
will transfer the maximum amount allowable from the recreational fishery to the commercial fishery without 
exceeding the recreational harvest limits. 

Summer Flounder Amendment 
The Council and Commission received an update on the Comprehensive Summer Flounder Amendment and 
discussed the development of revised FMP goals and objectives as one component of the amendment. The 
Council has engaged the Fisheries Leadership & Sustainability Forum (Fisheries Forum) to coordinate a three-
part process designed to provide additional information and context in support of this initiative. Over the next 
few months, the Fisheries Forum will conduct interviews with Council and Board members to gather in-depth 
feedback on the content and structure of the revised FMP goals and objectives. The input provided during these 
interviews will be synthesized for Council and Board discussion at a workshop tentatively scheduled for 
December 2015. 

Scup Amendment 
The Council discussed options for moving forward with the Scup Allocation Amendment. In August 2012 the 
Council and Board passed a motion to initiate an amendment to address scup allocation issues. Since that time, 
landings limits have been high relative to pre-2011 levels, and both the commercial and recreational sectors 
have under-harvested their landings limits. This substantial under-harvest has effectively precluded the need to 
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reconsider allocations.  However, the Council and Board agreed to initiate a scoping process before the end of 
the year given the potential for reduced landings limits to become constraining and to address other issues in 
the fishery. 

Ecosystem and Ocean Planning Committee 
The Ecosystem and Ocean Planning Committee considered the development of draft policy on anthropogenic 
(human) activities that impact fish habitat. This is one part of the Council’s Habitat Pilot Project, which is focused 
on improving how the Council addresses fish habitat issues. The Project Oversight Team has worked with the 
Fisheries Leadership and Sustainability Forum to prepare documents focused on the six anthropogenic activities: 
liquefied natural gas, offshore wind, offshore oil, marine transport, coastal development, and fishing. The 
development of these policies will allow the Council to comment more quickly and effectively on activities that 
may affect fish habitat. After reviewing input provided by the Ecosystem and Ocean Planning Advisory Panel 
(AP), the Council suggested revision of the draft policy documents and agreed to continue development of these 
policies on two parallel tracks for fishing impacts and non-fishing impacts. Additional AP input will be solicited 
at a meeting in September, to support continued development.    

Industry-Funded Monitoring Omnibus Amendment 
The Council reviewed progress on development of the Industry-Funded Monitoring Omnibus Amendment, which 
considers options to increase monitoring of the Atlantic mackerel fishery with industry funding.  The Council 
clarified that the need for this action relates to (1) accurately estimating the catch of incidental species for which 
catch caps apply and (2) developing an effective and affordable monitoring program for the fishery.  The Council 
endorsed a range of alternatives for further analysis and plans to review and approve a draft Environmental 
Assessment for further public comment at the October 2015 meeting.  

Blueline Tilefish Action 
The Council reviewed comments and voted to proceed with an Amendment to the Golden Tilefish Fishery 
Management Plan to address blueline tilefish management issues.  In October 2015 the Council will review and 
approve a range of specific measures to be included for consideration regarding blueline tilefish management.  

Other Business 
Electronic For-Hire Vessel Trip Reporting: The Council received a presentation from Andy Loftus on electronic 
vessel trip reporting options for for-hire vessels in the Mid-Atlantic. 

Swearing in of New and Reappointed Council Members: Three new and one reappointed Council members 
were sworn in: Sara Winslow (North Carolina), Peter DeFur (Virginia), Adam Nowalsky (New Jersey), and Tony 
DiLernia (New York, reappointed). 

Election of Officers: The Council reelected Rick Robins as Chairman and Lee Anderson was as Vice-Chairman. 
The Council also voted to establish a new leadership position of Second Vice-Chairman and elected Mike Luisi to 
serve in this role.  

Special Awards: Departing Council member Chris Zeman (New Jersey) was recognized for his service on the 
Council. The Council also presented an award to Scott Doyle, a recently-retired NOAA law enforcement agent, 
for his exceptional efforts in protecting living marine resources in the Mid-Atlantic. 

Next Meeting 
October 6-8, 2015: Philadelphia, PA 

Doubletree Philadelphia Center City, 237 S Broad St Philadelphia, PA, 19107 
Telephone: 215-893-1600 


