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This document presents year-end butterfish catch and summarizes results of the butterfish 

mortality cap on the longfin squid fishery during 2015, the fifth year of implementation. 

 

Total 2015 Butterfish Catch 

 Total FY2015 butterfish catch is evaluated against the final specifications, which were 

implemented on April 20, 2015 

(http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/nr/2015/March/15smbspecs20152017phl.p

df).  

 The butterfish allowable biological catch (ABC)/annual catch limit (ACL) for 2015 was 

set at 33,278 mt.  The actual butterfish catch for 2015 was 3,021 mt (9% of the butterfish 

ABC) (Tables 1 and 2).  The butterfish regulations require that catch in excess of the 

ACL (the butterfish ABC = ACL) will be deducted from the ACL for the following year.  

The 2015 ACL was not exceeded, so no accountability measures were triggered to 

address ACL overages.   

 Only 9% of the total allowed level of butterfish landings (i.e., the butterfish domestic 

annual harvest or DAH) was landed in 2015 (Table 2), and the directed butterfish fishery 

was not closed during the 2015 fishing year. 

Butterfish Mortality Cap  

 The 2015 fishing year ended with an estimated 14% (554 mt) of the butterfish mortality 

cap (3,884 mt) taken.  This means that an additional 3,330 mt of butterfish could have 

been discarded during Trimester III before a closure of the longfin squid fishery would 

have resulted from the butterfish mortality cap.  If the 3,330 mt had actually been 

discarded, the butterfish ABC still would not have been exceeded.   

 The butterfish mortality cap did not result in a closure of the longfin squid fishery during 

the 2015 fishing year. 

 The longfin squid fishery was not closed during the 2015 fishing year due to neither the 

butterfish cap nor longfin squid landings. 

 



Table 1.  Kept weight of all (lb), butterfish discard rate, butterfish discards (lb), and coefficients of variation (CV) for the 

discard estimates for butterfish cap trips, small-mesh bottom trawl non-cap trips, and large-mesh bottom trawl non-cap trips 

during 2015.  

  

Kept weight 

of all species 

(lb) 

Number of 

dealer-reported 

trips 

Number of 

observed 

trips 

Discard Rate 

(butterfish 

discards/kept weight of 

all species) 

Butterfish 

Discards 

(lb) CV 

Butterfish Cap Trips (≥ 2,501 lb 

longfin squid) 
40,745,622 1,312 79 0.02998 1,221,747 0.33 

Small-mesh non-cap Trips (<2,501 lb 

longfin squid Bottom/Twin Otter 

Trawl < 4 in.) 

25,418,512 3,809 317 0.03173 806,472 0.22 

Large-mesh Non-cap Trips (<2,501 

lb longfin squid Bottom/Twin Otter 

Trawl ≥ 4 in.) 

82,720,016 11,616 1,271 0.00051 42,083 0.29 

Total 2015 Butterfish Discards (lb)     2,070,302 0.21 

Total 2015 Butterfish Landings (lb)     4,589,118 

Total 2015 Butterfish Catch (lb)     6,659,420 

 

Table 2.  Specified and actual butterfish ABC, DAH, discards and butterfish mortality cap (mt) for 2015.  

 
Specified 

2015 (mt) 

Actual 2015 

(mt) 

Difference 

(mt) 

Percent of allocation 

taken 

Butterfish catch (ABC) 33,278 3,021 -30,257 9% 

Butterfish landings (DAH) 22,530 2,082 -20,448 9% 

Butterfish Discard Cap 3,884 554 -3,330 14% 

 


