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February 2016 Council Meeting Report 
February 9 – 11, 2016 

New Bern, NC  

The following summary highlights actions taken and issues considered at the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council’s February 2016 meeting in New Bern, North Carolina. Presentations, briefing materials, and audio 
recordings are available on the Council’s website at www.mafmc.org/briefing/february-2016.  

Unmanaged Forage Fish 
The Council considered recommendations from the Unmanaged Forage Fishery Management Action Team 
(FMAT), the Ecosystem and Ocean Planning (EOP) Advisory Panel (AP), and the EOP Committee regarding the 
Unmanaged Forage Omnibus Amendment. The Council’s decisions and recommendations are summarized 
below.  

 List of Unmanaged Forage Taxa: The Council adopted a list of unmanaged forage taxa to be included in 
the public hearing document for the amendment. The list, which contains more than 50 species and 
higher-level groupings such as families and orders, may be modified in the future based on input 
provided at public hearings and recommendations from NOAA Fisheries, the FMAT, advisors, and the 
EOP Committee. The Council considered but did not approve a motion to include an additional list with 
only those unmanaged forage species which make up at least 5% of the diet of a Council-managed 
predator as an alternative for consideration in the amendment. 

 Goal Statement: The Council agreed to strike “recreational” from the goal statement; thus the 
amendment will henceforth focus on commercial fisheries for unmanaged forage species. However, 
recreational management measures will be added to the list of items which can be addressed through 
future framework adjustments.  

 Reporting of Unmanaged Forage Landings: The Council unanimously passed a motion to develop an 
alternative that would require vessel and dealer reporting of landings of species included in the 
amendment.  This addition is intended to address data gaps associated with certain forage species 
which are currently harvested but are not required to be reported through SAFIS or VTRs, such as 
round herring and Spanish sardines. The Council expressed a desire to work with the Northeast 
Fisheries Observer Program to improve documentation of observed catches of unmanaged forage 
species. 

 SSC Role: The Council recommended that the SSC assist the Council in assessing available scientific 
information relating to any new or expanded directed fisheries for unmanaged forage species.  

The Council expects to review and approve a public hearing document at the April 2016 meeting. Public 
hearings are tentatively scheduled to begin in May. Additional information and updates about the amendment 
will be posted on the Council’s website at www.mafmc.org/actions/unmanaged-forage.  

Scup Gear Restricted Areas  
The Council reviewed management alternatives and advisor recommendations for a framework action to 
modify the scup Gear Restricted Areas (GRAs). The scup GRAs were first implemented in 2000 and are intended 
to reduce scup discards in small mesh fisheries during the spring and winter. The GRAs have been modified 
several times in response to requests from commercial fishermen. In recent years, several advisors have 
recommended further modification of the GRAs. Additionally, an analysis by the Northeast Fisheries Science 
Center suggests that relatively high scup discards have occurred in areas and times outside of the GRAs in 
recent years. After considering advisor recommendations and additional analysis by Council staff, the Council 
voted to add an alternative to the framework which would modify the boundaries of the southern scup GRA 

http://www.mafmc.org/briefing/february-2016
http://www.mafmc.org/s/2016-02-10_Unmanaged-Forage-Taxa.pdf
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based on a proposal developed by several members of the Council’s Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish and Summer 
Flounder, Scup, Black Sea Bass Advisory Panels. The alternatives under consideration now include status quo 
alternatives, one alternative to modify the boundaries of the Northern GRA, several alternatives to modify the 
boundaries of the Southern GRA, and alternatives to eliminate one or both GRAs. The Council postponed final 
action on the framework until April 2016. 

Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management 
The Council received a progress report on development of the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management 
(EAFM) Guidance Document. The guidance document is being developed to enable the Council to move from 
single species management approach toward the development and implementation of assessments and 
management frameworks that incorporate environmental drivers, habitat and climate change, species 
interactions, and fleet interactions.   

As part of the Council’s EAFM discussion, Dr. Sarah Gaichas presented a draft white paper on ecosystem 
interactions. The paper synthesizes the presentations, discussions, and key outcomes from a workshop the 
Council convened in June 2015. The workshop and the white paper explore alternative pathways to 
incorporating species and fisheries interactions into the Council’s fishery management policies and programs 
as part of the development of its EAFM Policy.  The white paper includes a description of a framework and 
process for defining key questions, evaluating the adequacy of information and analytical tools to address the 
questions, and developing analyses to evaluate management strategies to achieve Council management 
objectives.  

A draft of the EAFM Guidance Document is expected to be available for Council consideration at its April 
meeting.      

Omnibus Industry Funded Monitoring Amendment 
The Council adopted preferred alternatives for the omnibus portions of the Industry Funded Monitoring (IFM) 
Amendment. These alternatives provide an overall structure for IFM programs. In April the Council will consider 
identifying preferred alternatives for IFM specific to the Atlantic mackerel fishery, which will be followed by 
public hearings in May and final action at the June 2016 Council meeting. 

Naming the Deep Sea Coral Protection Areas 
The Council voted to name a new deep sea coral protection area in honor of the late Senator Frank Lautenberg, 
a five-term United States senator from New Jersey who was responsible for several important pieces of ocean 
conservation legislation. The proposed Frank R. Lautenberg Deep Sea Coral Protection Area encompasses more 
than 38,000 square miles of federal waters off the Mid-Atlantic coast. Senator Lautenberg was a champion for 
ocean stewardship and worked with particular determination to establish protections for deep sea coral 
ecosystems. He authored several provisions included in the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Reauthorization Act of 2006, including a discretionary provision which gave regional fishery 
management councils the authority to protect coral habitat areas from fishing gear.  

Collaborative Research Committee 
The Collaborative Research Committee met to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Council’s long-term 
involvement in collaborative research (CR). After considering several broad approaches presented by staff, the 
Committee recommended a hybrid approach which would involve retaining RSA as an option for future 
consideration but moving forward with steps to improve coordination with NEFSC’s Northeast Cooperative 
Research Program (NCRP). The Committee recommended establishing a technical working group with 
participants from MAFMC, NEFSC, and GARFO to develop an action plan and craft options for Council 
consideration at a meeting later in 2016. The working group will explore options for addressing MAFMC 
collaborative research needs more effectively through NCRP activities as well as options for reconfiguring RSA. 
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Ricks E Savage Award 
Preston Pate was named this year’s recipient of the Ricks E Savage Award. The award is given each year to a 
person who has added value to the Council’s process and management goals through significant scientific, 
legislative, enforcement, or management activities. Preston Pate was appointed to the Council in 2009, 
following a distinguished 36-year career with the state of North Carolina. During his six years on the Council he 
participated on fifteen committees and served as the chairman of the Research Set-Aside Committee. During 
the presentation of the award, Council Chairman Rick Robins noted that Mr. Pate “had a tremendous impact 
on the region's fishery management programs and made outstanding contributions to the Council.” 

Other Business 
Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP): The Council received an update on implementation of 
improvements to MRIP, including changes in recreational data collection and catch and effort estimation 
methodologies.  Council staff will be participating in the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program’s 
(ACCSP) ongoing work to identify regional needs and priorities for data collection. 

Fisheries Dependent Data Project: The Council initiated an omnibus amendment to address the regulatory 
changes needed to fully implement the Agency’s Fishery-Dependent Data Visioning Project. 

Improving Stock Assessments: Northeast Fisheries Science Center staff presented plans for an improved 
stock assessment process. Proposed changes are focused on improving transparency and collaboration, 
streamlining operational assessments and assessment updates, and incorporating climate change and 
ecosystem considerations into assessments.  

Spiny Dogfish Trip Limits: In response to comments from the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, the 
Council voted to consider of a potential increase in the dogfish trip limit to 6000 lbs. at the April 2016 Council 
meeting. 


