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I am deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Sen. Frank Lautenberg. He was a true statesmen, advocate for his
constituents, and champion of our nation's oceans, habitats, and coastal communities.

Our oceans are critical to the economic prosperity of millions around the world. Early on, Sen. Lautenberg recognized
that the changes and stresses our oceans are experiencing needed to be better understood. He was a pioneer in the
efforts to protect critical ocean habitat, such as deep sea corals.

In 2009, Congress passed legislation authored by Sen. Lautenberg to focus research efforts on rising ocean acidity.
NOAA has taken this mandate seriously and continues to work to understand how ocean acidification could potentially
devastate all ocean life from the smallest organism to the largest whale.

My thoughts are with Sen. Lautenberg's family, staff, and constituents. He will be sorely missed, but all of us who share
his commitment to the health of our oceans will work every day to ensure that his legacy will live on.

Dr. Kathryn Sullivan
Acting Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere
and NOAA Administrator

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/mobile/index.php
http://www.noaa.gov/privacy.html
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/~foia/
http://www.cio.noaa.gov/Policy_Programs/info_quality.html
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/disclaimer.html
http://www.usa.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/sitemap.html
mailto:webmaster@noaa.gov?subject=NOAA%20Website
http://www.noaa.gov/index.html
http://www.commerce.gov/
javascript:void(0);


Long-serving Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ, 1982-2001 and 2003-
2013) passed away at age 89 and was the last World War II veteran 
serving in the Senate. He was responsible for several important pieces 
of legislation to protect our oceans. In addition to developing the 
discretionary language to protect deep-sea corals and sponges passed 
as part of the 2007 MSA reauthorization (S. 2012), he was responsible 
for: 
•         The Bottom Trawl and Deep Sea Coral Habitat Act (S. 1635, 2005) 
o   Lautenberg commented: “We have only recently learned that corals 
and sponges form reefs in the cold, dark waters of the deep sea. Let’s 
protect them before we lose them entirely; before we learn the extent 
of their importance to us and to the ecology of the deep sea.” 
•         The Federal Ocean Acidification Research and Monitoring Act (S. 
173, 2009) 
o   Requires a committee of agencies led by NOAA to coordinate 
research and monitoring of acidification of our oceans, and to develop 
a national plan to assess the environmental and economic impacts, 
and recommend solutions. The measure also established an ocean 
acidification program in NOAA. 
  
The 2007 MSA reauthorization was approved by the Senate on 
December 7, 2006 and by the House in the final hours of the 109th 
Congress, and Sen. Lautenberg championed provisions to protect 
deep-sea corals. The Reauthorization required NOAA to initiate a 
deep-sea corals research program to identify and map deep-sea coral 
ecosystems, and gave Councils authority to protect areas of the 
seafloor from any type of fishing gear that damages deep-sea coral 
habitat, which was used in the MAFMC’s amendment. In the years 
prior to the adoption of this section of the MSA, Sen. Lautenberg had 
offered bill language to protect deep-sea corals, commenting on the 
Senate floor in 2005, on the importance of “…balanc[ing] the needs of 
fishermen with the needs of some of our most precious and 
vulnerable ocean resources: deep sea corals and sponges.” 
  
Sen. Lautenberg later added that, “Fishing and fishing communities 
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are an important part of our culture, our history, and our economy. 
Deep sea corals and sponges are an important suite of species with 
wide economic potential [and] extreme [value] ecologically. It is 
imperative that we protect the needs of both. … Deep sea corals and 
sponges are also important to humans. They provide habitat that 
commercially and recreationally important fish can use, and many are 
under study as sources of new biomedical compounds to fight various 
diseases. Scientists around the world believe that these newly 
discovered deep sea corals and sponges are as important as, if not 
more important than, their tropical cousins.” 
  
Bonnie Englebardt, Sen. Lautenberg’s surviving widow, and her staff, 
have indicated that a formal designation of the Council’s deep-sea 
coral protected area using the name of her late husband would be a 
fitting and appropriate tribute to his years of effort to protect deep-
sea corals and sponges. 
  
Here’s the relevant language in MSA 2007: 
  
109-479 
(b) DISCRETIONARY PROVISIONS.—Any fishery management plan 

which is prepared by any Council, or by the Secretary, with 
respect to any fishery, may— 

(B) designate such zones in areas where deep sea corals are identified 
under section 408, to protect deep sea corals from 
physical damage from fishing gear or to prevent loss or 
damage to such fishing gear from interactions with 
deep sea corals, after considering long-term 
sustainable uses of fishery resources in such areas; 

  
109-479 
DEEP SEA CORAL RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consultation with appropriate 

regional fishery management councils and in coordination 
with other federal agencies and educational institutions, shall, 



subject to the availability of appropriations, establish a 
program— 

(1) to identify existing research on, and known locations of, deep sea 
corals and submit such information to the appropriate 
Councils; 

(2) to locate and map locations of deep sea corals and submit such 
information to the Councils; 

(3) to monitor activity in locations where deep sea corals are known or 
likely to occur, based on best scientific information 
available, including through underwater or remote 
sensing technologies and submit such information to 
the appropriate Councils; 

(4) to conduct research, including cooperative research with fishing 
industry participants, on deep sea corals and related 
species, and on survey methods; 

(5) to develop technologies or methods designed to assist fishing 
industry participants in reducing interactions between 
fishing gear and deep sea corals; and 

(6) to prioritize program activities in areas where deep sea corals are 
known to occur, and in areas where scientific modeling 
or other methods predict deep sea corals are likely to 
be present. 

(b) REPORTING.—Beginning 1 year after the date of enactment of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Reauthorization Act of 2006, the Secretary, in consultation with the 
Councils, shall submit biennial reports to Congress and the public on 
steps taken by the Secretary to identify, monitor, and protect deep sea 
coral areas, including summaries of the results of mapping, research, 
and data collection performed under the program. 
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