
 

August 5, 2016 
 
 
Dr. William A. Karp 
Science and Research Director 
NOAA Fisheries, Northeast Fisheries Science Center 
166 Water Street  
Woods Hole, MA 02543 

Dear Bill:  

Over the past two years the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council has been evaluating its 

role in cooperative research. As you know, the Research Set-Aside (RSA) Program was the 

Council’s primary mechanism for generating funds to support cooperative research in the Mid-

Atlantic from 2001 until 2014. In 2014, the Council voted to suspend the RSA program in response 

to a range of issues, including enforcement violations, administrative issues, limitations on Council 

involvement in selection of projects, and dissatisfaction with some project outcomes. These 

concerns are outlined in detail in the briefing materials from the August 2014 Council meeting 

(http://www.mafmc.org/s/Tab-06_RSA.pdf).    

We recognize that changes have been made to remedy some of these issues, but the Council 

remains undecided as to the continuation of the RSA program. For this reason, the Council 

initiated a thorough investigation of alternative options for supporting cooperative research in the 

Mid-Atlantic, including revising RSA or replacing it with an entirely new Council-managed 

program. To guide this review process, the Council established the following objectives: 

1) Facilitate scientific research that addresses the Council’s research priorities; 

2) Provide opportunities primarily for fishing industry involvement in research projects and 

ensure that opportunities for participation are appropriately communicated; 

3) Establish a thorough and uniform process for the scientific review of research results; 

4) Promote the use of cooperative research products in management decisions;  

5) Communicate research results to the public and to appropriate management partners; and 

6) Promote effective administration and enforcement. 

The Council is concerned that the Magnuson-Stevens Act’s requirements pertaining to research 

programs are not being met in the Mid-Atlantic. The Magnuson-Stevens Reauthorization Act 

created Section 318 (16 U.S.C. § 1867), which requires the Secretary of Commerce, in 

consultation with the Regional Fishery Management Councils, to establish a program to address 

needs identified under the Act. Section 318 specifies that this program should be implemented on 

a regional basis and that it should be developed and conducted through partnerships among 
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federal and state managers, scientists, educational institutions, and fishing industry participants 

(including commercial charter or recreational vessels for gathering data).  

At the February 2016 meeting, the Council agreed that the first step in the development of a long-

term cooperative research program in the Mid-Atlantic should be collaboration with 

NMFS/NEFSC to expand and enhance existing cooperative research initiatives carried out 

under the umbrella of the NEFSC’s Northeast Cooperative Research Program (NCRP). 

During this meeting, you expressed strong support for the proposed approach and agreed that 

there is a need for improved coordination between the NEFSC and regional fishery management 

councils concerning cooperative research activities. 

We understand that the NEFSC is currently reviewing its Cooperative Research Program.  In the 

revision to that program we ask that you (1) consider our cooperative research objectives, (2) help 

us improve communication and coordination between the Council and NEFSC regarding 

cooperative research priorities and activities, and (3) expand NCRP cooperative research in the 

Mid-Atlantic region. 

Thank you for your consideration of these requests and recommendations and for your willingness 

to help us improve cooperative research in the Mid-Atlantic. We look forward to working with you 

and your staff to address these important issues. 

Sincerely, 

 

Christopher M. Moore, PhD. 

Executive Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 

 

cc: Rick Robins 

 Lee Anderson 

 Mike Luisi 

 John Bullard 


