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General Policies on Non-Fishing Activities and Projects – Draft Council Policy 
 
Engage Early - Early consultation with agencies is critical to support planning for 
monitoring and data collections to evaluate impacts. This should include establishing both 
environmental and economic baselines for impacts. 
 
Before and After Monitoring - To inform consideration of impacts, monitoring habitat and 
biological/ecological conditions in the project areas before and after (for at least 1 year) 
development and operations, would provide a better understanding of the potential and 
realized impacts.  
 
Monitoring Data - Project monitoring information should be reviewed for any negative 
impacts, such that remediation or mitigation measures can be considered.  
 
Monitoring data should be archived in NOAA’s National Centers for Environmental 
Information (NCEI) or other long-term archiving process for potential future use. 
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/ 
 
Research - Increasing investment in research and monitoring could provide a better 
understanding of expected impacts and support improvements in the consultation 
process.  
  
Timing Restrictions - Project activities (exploration, construction, and operations) should 
be conducted when the fewest species and least vulnerable life stages are present. 
Appropriate work windows can be established based on multi-season pre-construction 
biological sampling in the affected area.  
 
Buffers - Consideration should be given to creating buffers around sensitive habitat and 
life stages. For example, drilling should not be conducted within X distance of identified 
deep sea coral areas.  

 
Decommissioning of Projects/Platforms - Decommissioning options for platforms (such as 
those used in liquefied natural gas, oil, and wind production) should be developed, but 
projects should re-consult with appropriate agencies when preparing to decommission. 
This provides the opportunity for consideration of best decommissioning methods; 
original decommissioning options may be decades old and may not make use of best 
available technologies. It also allows for consideration of platforms to remain for 
alternative uses (e.g., oil platforms decommissioned for use as artificial reefs in the Gulf 
of Mexico).  
 
Chemicals - Minimize the use of chemicals which can enter/leach into the aquatic 
environment. Avoid the use of biocides (e.g., aluminum, copper, chlorine compounds) to 
prevent fouling; less damaging antifouling alternatives should be implemented to avoid 
the leaching of these chemicals into the environment. 
 

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/

