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Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) – Draft Council Policy 
 
1. The Council supports the use of closed cycle LNG facilities and the use of the most up 

to date technology to reduce potential impacts from impingement and entrainment 
of living marine resources, and thermal and salinity impacts to the aquatic 
environment.  
 

2. Strategies should be implemented to diffuse heating or cooling in any effluent. 
Alteration of the temperature regimes of the receiving waters, could cause a change 
in species assemblages and ecosystem function.  
 

3. LNG facilities that use surface waters for regasification and engine cooling purposes 
should be sited away from areas of high biological productivity (e.g., estuaries). 

 
4. The expansion of existing LNG facilities and/or the shipping of LNG into ports which 

already have been developed and have existing deep water facilities would decrease 
the need for additional dredging.  

 
5. The construction of new onshore LNG infrastructure often requires shoreline 

hardening and stabilization. Preference should be given to the use of softer shoreline 
stabilization methods.  

 
6. The construction of new onshore LNG infrastructure often requires the installation of 

pipelines. Pipelines should not be constructed through sensitive fish habitat such as 
shellfish beds and submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV).  

 
7. Some onshore impacts can be avoided through the construction and use of offshore, 

deep water LNG ports; however, offshore facilities must transport LNG from offshore 
terminals to onshore facilities. 
 

8. Offshore LNG facilities should be sited in areas that minimize competition with other 
users groups including recreational and commercial fisheries.  

 
9. Offshore LNG facilities should avoid areas with important and/or sensitive fish 

habitats.  
 

10. Install monitoring and leak detection systems at natural gas production and 
transportation facilities.  

 
11. Ensure gas production and transportation facilities have developed and implemented 

adequate gas spill response plans and protocols, which include the identification of 
sensitive marine habitats. 
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Mid-Atlantic Managed Species with at least 1 Life Stage with the Potential to be  
Adversely Impacted by LNG Development and Operations 

 
Atlantic mackerel 
Black sea bass 
Atlantic bluefish 
Butterfish 
Shortfin squid (Illex) 
Longfin squid (Loligo) 
Ocean quahogs 
Scup 
Spiny dogfish 
Summer flounder 
Atlantic surfclams 
 
Aside from specific life stages of shortfin squid (Illex) and golden tilefish, there is overlap 
between habitat use and potential impacts for all species and life stages from LNG 
development and operations. Areas designated as habitat areas of particular concern 
(HAPC) for summer flounder may be particularly vulnerable to impacts from LNG 
development. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


