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Wind Energy – Draft Council Policy 
 
1. Wind farms should not be sited in areas that are routinely used for navigational access 

and other competing uses such as fishing.  
 

2. Project developers should engage early with other site user groups to address access 
issues (e.g., project/operations exclusion zones), such as maritime passage, fishing, 
and other associated hazards (e.g., homeland security). 

 

3. Avoid placing transmission cables near sensitive benthic habitats (e.g., shellfish beds, 
SAV). 
 

4. If sited near sensitive habitat, the Council supports the use of the most up to date 
technology to install transmission cables to reduce potential impacts. This may 
include horizontal directional drilling to avoid impacts to sensitive habitats (e.g., salt 
marshes and intertidal mudflats).  

 

5. Transmission cables should be buried to an adequate depth in order to minimize the 
need for maintenance activities, and to reduce conflicts with other ocean uses 
including fishing. Cables should be: 

 

a. Buried at depths that ensure commercial fishing vessels won’t unbury them 
(are there design, insulation issues?). 

b. Buried, anchored and/or stabilized in a fashion that ensures they can 
withstand large storm/meteorological events in appropriate water depths. 

c. Monitored after installation to ensure bathymetry is restored, and after large 
storm/meteorological events to ensure cables remain buried. 

 

6. Scour protection for turbines, associated structures, and cables should be used to 
avoid alteration and conversion of benthic habitat. Project proposals should evaluate 
the expected impacts from scour and sedimentation. 
 

7. Make contingency plans and response equipment available to respond to spills 
associated with wind service platforms. 

 

8. Impacts to aquatic species from the persistent electromagnetic fields around 
transmission cables are not well studied at this time. Future work and monitoring on 
this subject is warranted. 

 

9.  Short-term and long term impacts from sound during construction (e.g., pile driving    
 hammers) and operations (e.g., spinning turbines) on the environment/ecosystem     
 should be evaluated and minimized. 
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Mid-Atlantic Managed Species with at least 1 Life Stage with the Potential to be 
Adversely Impacted by LNG Development and Operations 

 
 
Atlantic mackerel 
Black sea bass 
Atlantic bluefish 
Butterfish 
Shortfin squid (Illex) 
Longfin squid (Loligo) 
Ocean quahogs 
Scup 
Spiny dogfish 
Summer flounder 
Atlantic surfclams 
 
With their strong dependence on soft bottom substrates, ocean quahogs and Atlantic 
surfclams may be particularly vulnerable to impacts from offshore wind development. If 
transmission cables are routed through estuarine habitats, additional species may be 
impacted considering the sensitivity and importance of that habitat to early life stages of 
many stocks. Golden tilefish are the only MAFMC managed species not likely to be 
impacted directly by wind development activities due to their reliance on very deep, 
offshore habitats. 


