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Offshore Oil – Draft Council Policy 
  
1. Onshore facilities associated with exploration and production (e.g., pipelines, roads, 

bridges, and other structures) should not be constructed on/through sensitive fish 
habitat (e.g., salt marsh, mud flats, shellfish beds, and submerged aquatic vegetation 
(SAV)). 

 

2. The expansion of existing onshore oil/refining facilities and/or the shipping of oil into 
ports which already have been developed and have existing deep water facilities 
would decrease the need for additional dredging. 

 

3. Use methods to transport oil and gas that limit the need for handling in sensitive 
fishery habitats. 

 

4. Offshore oil development should avoid sensitive areas and those already prohibited to 
fishing. This includes discrete canyon and broad areas on the Outer Continental Shelf 
identified for deep sea coral protection. 

 

5. If sited near sensitive habitat, the Council supports the use of the most up to date 
technology to reduce potential impacts. This may include horizontal directional 
drilling to avoid impacts to sensitive habitats.  

 

6. Monitoring and leak detection systems should be used at oil extraction, production, 
and transportation facilities, to prevent oil from entering the environment.  

 

7. The disposal of chemicals used in petroleum development should be rigorously 
regulated. Avoid the discharge of produced waters, drilling muds, and cuttings into 
the marine and estuarine environments. Re-inject produced waters into the oil 
formation, whenever possible, and develop a frack-out plan (what about capping of 
materials?). 

 

8. The adverse impacts from discharges of chemicals, produced waters, drilling muds, 
and cuttings into the environment should be evaluated, including physical and 
chemical effects on pelagic and benthic species and communities. 

 

9. Potential adverse impacts to marine resources from oil spill clean-up operations 
should be weighed against the anticipated adverse effects of the oil spill itself. The 
use of chemical dispersants in nearshore areas where sensitive habitats are present 
should be avoided. 

 

10. Ensure oil production and transportation facilities have developed and implemented 
adequate oil spill response plans and protocols, which include the identification of 
sensitive marine habitats.  

 

11. Short-term and long term impacts from sound during exploration, construction, 
       and operations on the environment/ecosystem should be evaluated and minimized. 



 

 2 

Mid-Atlantic Managed Species with at least 1 Life Stage with the Potential to be 
Adversely Impacted by Offshore Oil Development and Operations 

 
Atlantic mackerel 
Black sea bass 
Atlantic bluefish 
Butterfish 
Shortfin squid (Illex) 
Longfin squid (Loligo) 
Ocean quahogs 
Scup 
Spiny dogfish 
Summer flounder 
Atlantic surfclams 
Golden tilefish 
 
Council managed species that depend on nearshore, benthic habitats during at least one 
life stage have the most potential to be impacted. Should pipelines be routed through 
sensitive estuarine habitats, additional species may be impacted due to their importance 
to early life stages of many stocks. Golden tilefish eggs and larvae and shortfin squid 
(Illex) eggs and pre-recruits are the only MAFMC managed species not likely to be 
impacted directly by offshore oil development activities and regular operations due to 
their reliance on offshore, pelagic habitats. However, in the event of an oil spill, every life 
stage of each MAFMC species has the potential to be significantly impacted. 


