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Marine Transport – Draft Council Policy 

 
General 

 
1. Dredging should be conducted only when necessary. Activities that would require 

dredging (e.g., piers and marinas) should be located in deep water or designed to 
alleviate the need for frequent maintenance dredging. 
 

2. Identify sources of erosion in the watershed that may be contributing to excessive 
sedimentation. Implement appropriate management techniques to ensure that 
actions are taken to curtail those causes. 
 

3. The expansion of existing ports which have already been developed and have existing 
deep water facilities would decrease the need for additional dredging. 

 
4. Dredging should not be conducted through sensitive fish habitat such as shellfish beds 

and submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV). While major navigation channels in the Mid-
Atlantic are unlikely to contain SAV, smaller channels and docks are of particular 
concern.  

 
5. Avoid placing maritime infrastructure close to SAV, estuarine/salt marshes, shellfish 

beds, and other sensitive habitat areas. 
 

6. Use seasonal restrictions and spatial buffers on dredging to limit negative impacts 
during fish spawning, egg development, young-of-year development, and migration 
periods, and to avoid secondary impacts to sensitive habitat areas such as SAV.  

 
7. Use silt curtains to reduce impacts of suspended sediments on adjacent benthic 

resources.  
 

8. Avoid dredging in fine sediments to reduce turbidity plumes and the release of 
nutrients and contaminants, which tend to bind to fine particles. 

 
9. Consider using settling basins to act as sediment traps to prevent/slow sediment 

accretion in the navigational channel. This reduces the need for frequent 
maintenance dredging of the entire channel. 

 
10. Consider the effects of increased boat traffic to an area when assessing a new 

dredging project or expanding existing channels. Increases in the size and scale of 
boat traffic may result in increased maintenance dredging and produce secondary 
impacts, such as shoreline erosion, sedimentation, and turbidity. 
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11. Guidelines or requirements (state/federal) for over water structures should be 
employed. The height, width, construction materials, and orientation of over-water 
structures can influence the shade footprint and result in shading impacts to SAV or 
alternation of the aquatic/benthic ecosystem. This footprint should be minimized.  

 
12. Ensure that sediments are tested for contaminants and meet or exceed US EPA 

requirements and standards prior to dredging and disposal. 
 
13. Consider beneficial uses for uncontaminated sediments when practicable and 

feasible. Priority should be given to beneficial uses of material that contributes to 
habitat restoration and enhancement, landscape ecology approaches, and includes 
pre- and post-disposal surveys. 

 
14. Best management practices for ballast water exchange and/or treatment should be 

employed to reduce the risk of ecological impacts from invasive aquatic species. 
 
Operation and Maintenance of Ports and Marinas 
 
1. Ensure that a non-point source (NPS) pollution and stormwater management plan are 

integrated into the maintenance and operation of a port or marina. Management 
practices should be tailored to the specific issues of each port or marina. 
 

2. Encourage marinas to participate in NOAA/US EPA’s Coastal NPS Program and the 
Clean Marina Initiative. http://coast.noaa.gov/czm/pollutioncontrol/ 

 
3. Ensure gas production and transportation facilities have developed and implemented 

adequate gas spill response plans and protocols, which include the identification of 
sensitive marine habitats. 

 
4. Promote the use of oil-absorbing materials in the bilge areas of all boats with inboard 

engines and proper disposal of materials produced and used by the operation, and 
maintenance of boats, to limit the entry of solid and contaminated waste into surface 
waters. 

 
5. Recommend that facilities provide a containment and filtering/treatment system for 

vessel wash down wastewater. 
 

6. Promote the use of pumpout facilities and restrooms at marinas and ports to reduce 
the release of sewage into surface waters. 

 
7. Prevent the disposal of fish waste or other nutrient laden material in marina or port 

basins through the use of public education, signage, and by providing alternate fish 
waste management practices. 
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8. Encourage the removal of unnecessary impervious surfaces surrounding the port or 
marina facility, and maintain a buffer zone between the aquatic zone and upland 
facilities. 

 
9. Ensure that facilities have designated/enclosed areas for boat maintenance activities 

(e.g., painting, engine repair) and provide for appropriate storage, transfer, 
containment, and disposal facilities for harmful liquid material (e.g., solvents, 
antifreeze, and paints), to prevent chemicals from reaching the aquatic zone. 

  
10. Recommend the use of concrete, untreated wood, or steel dock materials to avoid the 

leaching of contaminants associated with wood preservatives. 
 

11. Recommend anchoring techniques and mooring designs that avoid scouring the 
bottom habitat from anchor chains. For example, anchors that do not require chains 
(e.g., helical anchors) or moorings that use subsurface floats to prevent anchor chains 
from dragging the bottom are some designs that should be considered. 

 
Mid-Atlantic Managed Species with at least 1 Life Stage with the Potential to be 

Adversely Impacted by Marine Transport Activities 
 
Atlantic mackerel 
Black sea bass 
Atlantic bluefish 
Butterfish 
Shortfin squid (Illex) 
Longfin squid (Loligo) 
Ocean quahogs 
Scup 
Spiny dogfish 
Summer flounder 
Atlantic surfclams 
 
Benthic habitats used by some or all life stages of black sea bass, longfin squid (Loligo), 
ocean quahogs, scup, summer flounder, and Atlantic surfclams are more likely to be 
exposed to impacts from marine transport activities, especially dredging. Pelagic habitats, 
which are important for Atlantic mackerel, Atlantic bluefish, butterfish, and shortfin squid 
(Illex) recruits, are less likely to be impacted by marine transport activities. If marine 
transport activities take place in estuarine or SAV habitats, the impacts could be severe; 
they are important for the majority of MAFMC species and are designated as HAPC for 
summer flounder. Shortfin squid (Illex) (eggs and pre-recruits) and golden tilefish (all life 
stages) are the only MAFMC stocks that are not linked to the nearshore environment and 
do not have the potential to be impacted by these activities.  
 


