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Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Advisory Panel Additional Comments 
June 2015 
 
The following includes comments from MAFMC and ASMFC Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass 
Advisory Panel members, submitted via email prior to or following the June 17, 2015 AP meeting.  
 

1. While the statistical reports indicate that the catches and landings of summer flounder may be 
trending to areas and ports from Cape May northward these reports do not tell the whole story.  Gear 
restrictions and constant shoaling problems at North Carolina ports discourage fishing for and landing 
summer flounder, black sea bass and scup in North Carolina ports.  As long as these gear restrictions 
(TED’s) and shoaling problems remain, a true measure of abundance and landings will never be known. 

2. Allow the industry to experiment with new TED designs that are more fisherman friendly. 
3. I have been involved in the commercial fishing industry since 1976.  During the early part of my career 

whiting and ling were caught off the Outer Banks and landed in North Carolina in huge quantities.  We 
had a tremendous summer flounder fishery that lasted from the first of November until mid January.  
We never had to venture much farther north than Norfolk Canyon to catch scup and BSB from mid 
January till the end of April.  I say all that to say this.  I truly believe that these conditions will return in 
my lifetime and no decision should be made to re-distribute North Carolina’s share of the summer 
flounder quota away from North Carolina. 

4. Rethink fisheries management.  Convert all fishery specific permits to a general fishery permit allowing 
vessels a certain number of fishing days per year and allowing permit holders to land whatever they 
catch.  Keep mesh size restrictions in place and do away with minimum fish sizes.  It makes little sense 
to discard most of a tow because you don’t have a permit or a fish is slightly undersized. 

5. New ideas for the recreational fishery.  Require a federal permit (free of charge) to catch any species 
under federal management.  Require all fish in an angler’s possession to be tagged no matter the size.  
No minimum size restrictions.  Issue each permit holder a certain amount of tags and when he uses up 
his tags he is finished fishing for regulated species that year.  Require reporting for all permit holders.  
With the internet, smartphones and database technology this requirement may not be as burdensome 
as it sounds at first.  This idea should eliminate high grading, discards and give more accurate landings 
data.  This idea works for hunting why not with fishing. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Art Smith 
Belhaven, NC 
ASMFC Advisor 
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From: Vetcraft Sportfishing <vetcraft@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2015 7:33 PM 
To: Dancy, Kiley 
Cc: Yenkinson, Harvey 
Subject: Re: Summer flounder, scup, black sea bass Advisory Panel meeting: June 17 
 
Kiley....Found my first advisory panel meeting to be most interesting. You did a fantastic job on organization, 
presentation, and conducting the meeting in an orderly manner.  
  
I would just like to email you my thoughts on items I mentioned just so you have them in writing and can present 
them to the Council at your next meeting 
  
My one thought was to consider looking at ending the use of MRIP and the old MRFSS data when trying to 
figure out the catch data for the recreational sector. These programs collectively have been in use longer then 
10 years and are still coming up with erroneous data. After studying this for many years, I have come to the 
conclusion that the best available science for the commercial sector is clearly their reported catch data. I do not 
believe any type of survey for recreational anglers will ever be accurate as folks will under report their catches 
so as not to reduce the recreational sector allowance. 
  
Using stock assessment data from NOAA conducting surveys is clearly a more reliable indicator of the stock 
biomass and a recreational catch can be indirectly calculated from the changes in biomass. Or, as is done with 
the striped bass fishery, a mortality based quota adjustment system can be put into place. Anglers have 
developed a great distrust of our fisheries systems because of the use or erroneous data which is not a good 
thing for our management system. 
  
A second thought is I am highly against the use of a regionalization system for managing our state's recreational 
quotas. We are, and will continue to see, shifts in the abundance of fish stocks and different size fish within that 
stock. The northern shift of upwards of 65% of our fish stocks is a well documented phenomenon. As fish stocks 
shift and size fish classes change, our fishery system under regionalization greatly reduces the ability of state 
fishery managers to address these trends. For example in southern New Jersey, where I have fished for over 20 
years, over the last 4-5 years we are seeing less and less big fluke. As this trend continues up the coast, New 
Jersey will be in a dubious position if it's marine fisheries council can't adjust size and quota limits under 
conservation equivalency that would be most appropriate for our fisheries. 
  
A third and final thought, that I brought up was to continue to add to the studies already being done on the 
timing of the serial spawning undergone by fluke in their offshore trek in the late fall and winter. I have read 
some studies in reference to this already. The commercial sector catches approximately 65% of their catch 
during this time. It is always problematic whenever any sector fishes on spawning aggregations. If it can be 
determined when the different subpopulations of fluke spawn, the timing of the allowance of the commercial 
offshore winter fishery could be better directed to avoid the spawning time periods. The commercial sector very 
easily catches their fluke quota this time of year and minor changes in the allowable catch periods would surely 
be welcome by all as a way of increasing the recruitment index, which has been somewhat problematic in recent 
years.  
  
Thank you for your attention and allowing me to serve on the advisory panel. 
  
Respectfully submitted.  
  
Capt Harv 
Vetcraft Sportfishing 
Cape May, New Jersey 
Call or Text 610-742-3891 
Email: vetcraft@aol.com 
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From: Conway, John D SIK [mailto:JConway@sikorsky.com]  
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2015 10:09 AM 
To: Kirby Rootes-Murdy 
Subject: RE: Reminder Summer flounder, scup, black sea bass Advisory Panel meeting: June 17 & 
fishery information documents attached 
 
Good Morning,   

The AP members were a bit energized,   I wanted to add additional comments (that may in in contrast 
to what you have heard during the meeting).    Nicely run meeting by the way.    

Comments I did not get to make (CT perspective,  private recreational angler viewpoints): 

Summer flounder:  during the presentation there was a comment that it appeared the regional 
management constrained the harvest in CT based  (2013 landings versus 2014).   From my perspective 
this is not the case,  the CTDEEP Marine advisory group questioned the2013 landing data and overall 
the 2014 season appeared to be better than the 2013 season.  Regional management is a huge success 
story in Long Island Sound in waters shared by NY and CT.   

Scup:  Scup have become a very important recreational fish species in Long Island Sound,  especially 
in CT,  they gave become the “go to” fish when other fish are not available.  Interestingly, in Central 
Long Island Sound scup are NOT as abundant as they once were.   (This is for the past 2 seasons.)  My 
point is that when I hear other AP members want to increase landings in a big way I question the 
logic.   Scup are another huge success story with the rapid decline in striped bass stocks have we not 
learned a lesson.   It’s imperative to protect rebuilt fisheries.   In addition, it has been difficult for sport 
boats in Central Long Island Sound to “limit out” on scup.   (If scup are so abundant, why hasn’t the 
harvest been reached in some of the “scup states”?)   

Black Sea Bass:  I had to leave early to catch a plane but landings are “through the roof”,  example – I 
fish a tautog spot off Clinton, CT called Southwest Ledge – it’s a popular tautog spot (rocky reef) – 
last year during tautog season it was common for a boat to land several “keeper” sea bass during a 
tautog fishing session.   This is unheard of,  landings are high because the stock size is also high – I 
realize the updated assessment is year off but it’s really important to get it done quickly.   CT waters 
historically did not “harbor” many sea bass,  that has totally changed with record abundance.    

Fast comment on Sector Separation – in general the private boat recreational angler is somewhat 
poorly represented on the AP.    Sector separation is NOT acceptable to the private boat recreational 
angler,  it’s a public resource that is being made “private”.   In my somewhat long tenure on CTDEEP 
Fisheries Advisory groups one of the common themes is to increase recreational angling.   Sector 
separation does the exact opposite.   It also has a huge impact on tackle shop sales and could impact 
boat/engine sales as well.   

Thanks  - Jack  
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From: Hank Lackner <jdhlcl@aol.com> 
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2015 1:56 PM 
To: Dancy, Kiley 
Subject: Re: Follow up from this week's Advisory Panel meeting 
 
Kiley, 
I did forget to mention a modification or elimination of the southern scup GRA would be justified.as would an 
increase in the by catch allowance to small mesh vessels. 
I am not sure if this is the time or not, but considering shortening the summer season and lengthening both 
the spring and fall periods..t,his would help the fleet catch the Tac as the fish are available in federal 
waters..Thanks Hank 
 
 
From: BUCKTAIL8@aol.com [mailto:BUCKTAIL8@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2015 4:11 PM 
To: Kirby Rootes-Murdy 
Subject: SUMMER FLOUNDER 
 
KIRBY, after thinking about the discussion on summer flounder this past Wed I have come to the conclusion we 
need to think out of the box a little more....Current 18" size limit in NJ and NY clearly has a  huge number being 
thrown back and that results in a lot of dead fish.  
  Thinking out of the Box with the economy and desire to get more young people into fishing and others back 
into fishing. I have talked to a dozen people down here in south Jersey who have given up and say they can go 
to the fish store and buy flounder for a lot less than it is costing them to go fishing regardless of renting or 
private boat. Clearly the answer  is  given the stock is rebuilt is too allow some smaller fish to be kept 
  So ,given all of that it seems to me that using total length as the measurement more people could take a fish 
home and there also would be less pressure of the prime spawners over 18" 
  If you went to  total length concept ,people I've talked to would get back out spending money  
Example of total length could be 72"  with  2 16" fluke 1-17" ,1-21" fluke  OR IF 67" was used  2-16"  1-17" and 
1-18"      still less than 5 fish at 18" or 90" 
  
   The effect of this change could be a reduction of dead fish being thrown back,more happy fisherman 
AND  reduction of removing the prime spawners from the population 
 Of course there is   the risk of culling out BUT I doubt if that would be worse than the number of dead fish being 
thrown back 
  Given the stock is rebuilt I truly believe in an effort to improve the fishing economy here in South Jersey we 
need to start thinking out of the box when we consider regulations 
   I think I read one of ASMFC 's objectives when looking at regulations is economy 
  
 thanks for listening,,,, I will say this in closing   I have nothing to gain from any changes as I tag and release 
98.5% of all the fluke I catch. BUT I have watched the economy in south Jersey sink with marina's.,tackle 
shops  and charter boats going out of business as result of lack of interest in summer flounder primarily due to 
high cost with little reward  
  
  
BILL SHILLINGFORD 
WWW.BUCKTAILWILLIE.COM 

mailto:BUCKTAIL8@aol.com
mailto:BUCKTAIL8@aol.com
http://www.bucktailwillie.com/
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