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From: ARTHUR D SMITH [mailto:artsmith@gotricounty.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 20, 2016 5:11 PM 
To: Kirby Rootes‐Murdy <krootes‐murdy@asmfc.org> 
Cc: James Fletcher <unfa34@gmail.com> 
Subject: Comments for upcomong meeting. 

Kirby 

I will not be able to attend the meeting in Baltimore.  I have read all of the information you have 
provided and would like to offer the following input. 

1. The scup fishery seems to be fine; no one is complaining about anything therefore I would say
maintain the status quo. 

2. There seems to be alot of controversy concerning BSB.  Some advisors are suggesting the stock is
alot stronger than the scientists say.  I have no idea.  For the recreational side I would suggest the 
following. 

a. A coastwide quota and a coastwide opening date
b. None of this state by state "conservation equivelancy"  I realize this has already been enacted but
to me it does not make any sense.You should be able to catch x amount of fish in NY, NJ, CT with all 
seasons the same.  This would eliminate alot of the bickering going on now.  If the fish happen to be 
in NY this year and not NJ well that is just the way it goes. 
c. Something new; change the possession limit from numbers of fish to pounds of fish.  If you want to
go fishing buy a scale just like the commercial guys have to. 
For the commercial side 
a. a coastwide quota and coastwide posssession limit with seasons similar to scup.  No state by state
quota. 

3.Summer Flounder
a. For the recreational side I would suggest the same measures as I suggested for BSB.

For the commercial side I suggest the status quo be maintained as to allocation, size limits, landing 
restrictions etc.  There is talk that the stock has shifted north and that changes need to be made.  I 
would argue that "effort" has shifted north because of gear restrictions (TEDS) and inlets that remain 
non-navigable in southern waters not because of declining stocks.  The North Carolina fleet was 
responsible for most of the landings in the base period regardless of where the fish were landed.  The 
North Carolina fleet built this fishery and I do not want to see it taken away.  The status quo is 
aggravating in many respects now but it is preferable to the  North Carolina fleet losing quota. 

   Having said all of the above I still feel the biggest problem in fisheries management is dead 
discards.  Nothing is a bigger waste than this.  A solution to the discards issue should be the top 
priority of fisheries managers. 

Thank you, 

Art Smith 
North Carolina 




