
 

Offshore Wind Best Management Practices Workshop 

February 5, 2014, 1:00 PM – Thursday, February 6, 2014, 5:00 PM 
Embassy Suites Baltimore- Inner Harbor 

222 St Paul Pl, Baltimore, MD 21202 
Reservation call-in number: (410) 727-2222 

Overview 

In February 2014, the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council will host a workshop focusing on best 
management practices (BMPs) and mitigation measures for offshore wind development in the Mid-Atlantic 
region. The workshop will provide a forum for fishermen, fishery managers, decision-makers, and offshore 
wind experts to discuss and provide input on the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management's (BOEM) Draft 
Report on Fishing Best Management Practices and Mitigation Measures. The primary objective of the 
workshop is to provide BOEM with feedback and suggestions for refining and improving BOEM's proposed 
best management practices for offshore wind development. 

The Council is planning the workshop in coordination with, and with anticipated financial support from, the 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management. Approximately 40 commercial fishermen are expected to attend the 
workshop, along with 2-3 U.K.-based offshore wind experts. The results of the workshop will be 
incorporated into the final best management practices document. 

Background 

Offshore wind development is well underway in the Northeast. To date, commercial leases have been sold for 
offshore wind areas in Massachusetts, Virginia, and Rhode Island, and additional auctions are planned for 
2014. To reduce future conflicts between fishing and wind-related operations on the OCS, BOEM is in the 
process of developing best management practices (BMPs) and conflict mitigation measures to guide the 
construction and operation of offshore wind development areas. BMPs provide guidance to developers on a 
range of issues, including stakeholder communication, marine habitat protection, and marine debris 
reduction.   

The BMPs for offshore wind are being developed with input from the commercial and recreational fishing 
industries, as well as managing agencies and scientists. Between October 2012 and February 2013, BOEM 
held eight Best Management Practices Workshops in coastal towns from Maine to North Carolina. Input 
provided by the public at these workshops was used to develop the Draft Best Management Practices and 
Mitigation Measures document, released by BOEM in November 2013.  

Objectives  

The objectives of the Mid-Atlantic Council's Offshore Wind Best Management Practices Workshop are: 

 Develop specific suggestions and feedback on the draft BMPs to be incorporated into the final BMP 
document; 

 Provide a forum for participants to share concerns and discuss possible mitigation strategies relative 
to offshore wind development; 

 Identify opportunities to incorporate "lessons learned" U.K. offshore wind into the offshore wind 
development process in the U.S.   

Contacts   

 Chris Moore, Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, cmoore@mafmc.org , (302) 526-5255 
 Mary Clark, Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, mclark@mafmc.org, (302) 526-5261 
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