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Objective
 Revisit plans for new joint working 

group on recreational management 
reform.

 Discuss ongoing ASMFC work on 
commercial allocations.

 Review black sea bass priorities for 
2019.



Rec. Reform Working Group
 Dec. 2018, Council/Board agreed to form new 

joint work group.
 Stability in recreational measures

– Greater consideration of stock status; multi-
year specs with interim changes pre-
determined; consider uncertainty in MRIP 
estimates.

 ASMFC strategic plan management track
– Manage catch versus harvest; F-based 

approach; multi-year specification and 
evaluation; equity in access



ASMFC BSB Commercial WG 
 Purpose: Identify issues and management 

strategies for the commercial fishery related to 
changes in black sea bass abundance and 
distribution

 Focused on:
– State commercial allocations vs current resource 

distribution.
– Impacts of coastwide quota management on states.

 Council has not yet discussed the WG 
recommendations.



Commercial Quota
 Federally managed on a 

coastwide basis.
 Allocated among states 

under ASMFC FMP.
 Amendment 13 established 

coastwide quota to facilitate 
state allocations 
implemented by the 
Commission (2002).

 Many options jointly 
considered, analyzed.

State Allocation
ME 0.5
NH 0.5
MA 13.0
RI 11.0
CT 1.0
NY 7.0
NJ 20.0
DE 5.0
MD 11.0
VA 20.0
NC 11.0



TMGC Approach
 Formula for gradual, annual allocation 

changes to transition from landings-based to 
distribution-based allocations.

 Landings history given greater importance in 
first years of implementation. Over time, 
distribution is given greater importance.

 Can use control rules to limit amount of 
change per year.

 A flexible approach that allows for 
multidirectional change.



Implications of Coastwide Federal 
Management

 All states subject to closure if coastwide 
quota overage occurs.

 Problematic for states with unused 
quota, especially ITQ states.

 ASMFC working group recommends 
MAFMC/NOAA consider actions to 
address this issue.



Next Steps on Commercial 
Allocations

 February 2019: Board met to review 
WG report

 Board moved to form PDT to perform 
additional analyses on potential 
management strategies suggested by 
WG and Board members 

 PDT will report back to Board in May 
2019



Discussion
 Commercial allocations 

– Role of ASMFC/MAFMC in consideration of 
allocation changes

– Joint amendment?
 Recreational management reform

– Population of WG; priorities
 Other black sea bass priorities
 Timeline: before/after Operational 

Assessment 



Conceptual Framework for Black Sea Bass 
Recreational Management

• Discussed at December 2018 joint Council and Board meeting

• Theoretical approach uses a combined evaluation of overall 
stock status and broad view of recreational catch data 

• Objective is to provide more year-to-year stability with less 
extensive analysis and deliberation process requirements 
through uses of control rule when stock is stable or predicted 
to increase

• During stock decline or if stock becomes overfished, year-to-
year adjustments may be similar to current annual 
evaluation/adjustment process



Conceptual Framework for Black Sea Bass 
Recreational Management--Next Steps

• Need to move from concept to development of detail
• In December, agreed to stand up a small working group 

with a mix of policy and technical capabilities
• Work needs to evaluate: 

• Available stock health metrics for use when estimates of biomass 
or fishing mortality are not generated for a year

• Approaches to dealing with uncertainty within Marine Resource 
Information Program estimates 

• Potential control rules for use within the system; how process 
and decision making timing may be improved

• Discuss additional analyses needed, alternative development, 
and what type of management action may be necessary (e.g., 
addendum, framework, amendment)



Com. Landings Locations
Year State Federal Unknown
2008 13% 32% 55%
2009 15% 66% 19%
2010 21% 58% 21%
2011 22% 60% 18%
2012 15% 49% 36%
2013 17% 65% 18%
2014 17% 64% 19%
2015 18% 61% 20%
2016 17% 68% 15%
2017 16% 70% 14%

Overall 17% 59% 24%


