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Ecosystem and Ocean Planning Advisory Panel 
Webinar Meeting 

Agenda and Briefing Materials 
DATE 
November 18, 2021 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 
WEBINAR CONNECTION INFORMATION 

• Click here to join the webinar (if prompted, enter Meeting Number: 2343 920 6213; 
Password: jGky5Gmnm45). 

• Audio Options: Participants can use their computer mic/speakers or telephone for webinar 
audio. Once you have joined the webinar at the link above, you will be able to select your 
audio options. If you have an unstable internet connection, we recommend using the “call 
in” option. To use your phone to connect to audio, first sign into the webinar link above, 
then look for the “call in” option (if you don’t see this, look for the “use computer audio” 
button, which will have a little down arrow next to it that you can click on – that should 
bring up the “call in” option). That will give you a prompt with the phone number, access 
code, and Attendee ID#. Please make sure to use the Attendee ID# on your screen, as that 
will allow us to identify you on our end. 

• Phone-Only Access: 1-844-621-3956 (U.S. Toll Free); Access code: 2343 920 6213. Please 
only use this option if you are not connecting to the webinar on your computer or device. 
Otherwise follow the audio connection prompts to call in when you join the webinar. 

 
BACKGROUND  
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) adopted a policy on offshore wind 
energy development in December 2015. The New England Fishery Management Council 
(NEFMC) adopted an identical policy in 2018. Offshore wind energy development has continued 
to advance at a rapid pace since that time and both Councils have written many joint comment 
letters on the subject. The offshore wind policy helps to inform these comment letters.  

The NEFMC Habitat Plan Development Team (PDT) developed recommendations for revisions 
to the NEFMC offshore wind energy policy to reflect lessons learned over the past several years. 
The NEFMC Habitat Advisory Panel and Committee reviewed these recommendations on October 
26, 2021. The MAFMC may consider revisions to their version of the policy during their meeting 
on December 13-16, 2021. The MAFMC’s Ecosystem and Ocean Planning (EOP) Advisory Panel 
and Committee will meet in November 2021 to develop recommendations to be considered by the 
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MAFMC. The policies for the two Councils need not be identical; however, there are benefits to 
maintaining similar policies as the two Councils frequently write joint comment letters on offshore 
wind energy development. 

MEETING OBJECTIVES 

• Review NEFMC Habitat PDT, Habitat Advisory Panel, and Habitat Committee 
recommendations for revisions to offshore wind energy policy.  

• Develop recommendations to the Ecosystem and Ocean Planning Committee regarding 
offshore wind energy policy. 

 
MEETING MATERIALS 

• Current Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council wind energy policy. 
• NEFMC Habitat PDT recommended revisions to policy. 
• Memo from NEFMC Habitat PDT with background on recommended revisions. 
• Additional revisions recommended by NEFMC Habitat Advisory Panel and Committee 

during their October 26, 2021 meeting (to be posted). 
 

DRAFT AGENDA 
Times are approximate and may change based on pace of discussion.  

10:00 a.m. • Review NEFMC Habitat PDT, Habitat Advisory Panel, and Habitat 
Committee recommendations for revisions to offshore wind energy 
policy.  

• Develop recommendations to the Ecosystem and Ocean Planning 
Committee regarding offshore wind energy policy. 

11:45 a.m. • Public comment 

12:00 p.m. • Adjourn 
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