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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

Date:  July 14, 2016  

 

To:  EOP Committee  

 

From:  Rich Seagraves  

 

Subject: Information for July 21-22, 2016 EOP Meeting  

 

Enclosed is the Agenda and modified First Draft of the EAFM Guidance for discussion at the EOP 

Committee Meeting next week (July 21- 22, 2016). The document is unchanged from the first draft 

presented to the Council at its June 2016 meeting, with the exception that Figures 9-11 were added 

(created by Dr. Gaichas for the Frontiers in Marine Science manuscript- also attached).  

 

The purpose of this meeting is to review, discuss, and make recommendations for approval of the 

Guidance Document by the Council in August. Of particular importance are the specific 

recommendations and draft policy statements included in each section of the document (forage species, 

habitat, climate, interactions). I have distilled those into a crib sheet to help facilitate discussion at next 

week’s meeting (attached).   

 

In addition, on day 2 Dr. Gaichas will be leading the Committee through a qualitative risk assessment 

which will be based primarily on Figure 9 (see page 36).  We are looking for Committee input on 1) are 

the risk categories presented appropriate (are we missing something?) and 2) is the staff characterization 

of the level of risk in each category appropriate?   This step is important because the risk matrix will 

drive prioritization of the development of analyses that need to be conducted to address the myriad of 

ecosystem related issues that the Council faces. Based on the preliminary analysis presented, staff 

recommends that the focal species for initial consideration be summer flounder, scup and black sea 

bass. This recommendation needs to be thoroughly vetted through the Committee prior to Council 

consideration in August.  

 

Please call if you have any questions (302-526-5259) I look forward to our meeting next week! 
  
 

 

 


