
Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) 

 

Information on surfclam and ocean quahog habitat requirements can be found in the documents 

titled, "Essential Fish Habitat Source Document: Atlantic surfclam, Spisula solidissima, life 

history and habitat characteristics." (Cargnelli et al. 1999a) and "Essential Fish Habitat Source 

Document: Ocean Quahog, Arctica islandica, Life History and Habitat Characteristics" 

(Cargnelli et al. 1999b). Electronic versions of these source documents are available at the 

following website: http://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/nefsc/habitat/efh/ The current designations of 

EFH by life history stage for surfclams and ocean quahogs are provided here:  

 

Atlantic surfclam juveniles and adults: EFH habitat is defined as throughout the substrate, to a 

depth of three feet below the water/sediment interface, within federal waters from the eastern 

edge of Georges Bank and the Gulf of Maine throughout the Atlantic EEZ, in areas that 

encompass the top 90 percent of all the ranked ten-minute squares for the area where surfclams 

were caught in the NEFSC surfclam and ocean quahog dredge surveys. Surfclams generally 

occur from the beach zone to a [water] depth of about 200 feet, but beyond about 125 feet 

abundance is low. 

 

Ocean quahog juveniles and adults: EFH habitat is defined as throughout the substrate, to a 

depth of three feet below the water/sediment interface, within federal waters from the eastern 

edge of Georges Bank and the Gulf of Maine throughout the Atlantic EEZ, in areas that 

encompass the top 90 percent of all the ranked ten-minute squares for the area where ocean 

quahogs were caught in the NEFSC surfclam and ocean quahog dredge surveys. Distribution in 

the western Atlantic ranges in [water] depths from 30 feet to about 800 feet. Ocean quahogs are 

rarely found where bottom water temperatures exceed 60
o
F, and occur progressively further 

offshore between Cape Cod and Cape Hatteras. 
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