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At its February meeting, the Council addressed issues related to Atlantic mackerel, squid, 
butterfish, surfclam, ocean quahog, shad, river herring, monkfish, ecosystem and ocean planning, 
and research set-aside. 
 
Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish 

Amendment 14 Measures Discussed 
Progress continues on the development of Amendment 14 to the Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and 
Butterfish Fishery Management Plan.  At the meeting, the Council discussed and adopted a wide range 
of measures to monitor and reduce the catch of river herrings and shads in the mackerel and Loligo 
fisheries, including catch caps.  An alternative for 100 percent observer coverage of directed trips 
targeting Loligo and mackerel was also added to the list of considered alternatives for future analysis by 
the Fishery Management Action Team. After careful consideration, the Council decided not to add a 
provision for annual forage set-asides for mackerel, squids, and butterfish.  Instead, the Council noted 
that the recent Omnibus Annual Catch Limit Amendment already allows harvest reductions due to 
forage concerns and concluded that formal set-asides would be better considered after the Council 
develops ecosystem level goals and objectives that are informed by the ongoing work of the ecosystem 
subcommittee of the Scientific and Statistical Committee.  The Council also removed alternatives for 
port-side sampling because an independent port-side sampling program that covers most mackerel 
landings is already in place. NOAA Fisheries had also indicated that it would be unable to provide 
resources to support such a program. 
 
In another action related to the Loligo fishery, the Council voted to recommend a 21% increase to the 
2011butterfish allowable biological catch (ABC) from 1,500 metric tons to 1,811 metric tons.  This 
action was facilitated by an updated ABC recommendation from the Scientific and Statistical 
Committee.  Pending emergency action by NOAA Fisheries, the Council's recommendation will 
increase the Loligo fishery’s butterfish cap and provide for additional Loligo fishing opportunities in 
2011.   
 
Monkfish 

Framework Adjustment 7 Approved/Scoping on Amendment 6 
The Council voted to approve Framework Adjustment 7 with preferred alternatives which include 
revised biomass reference points and revised Northern Management Area Annual Catch Target (ACT), 
as well as days-at-sea and trip limits for the fishing years 2011-2013.  These actions are consistent with 
previous action taken by the New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC). 
 
The Council held a scoping hearing on Amendment 6 to the Monkfish FMP.  Amendment 6 may include 
catch shares management which could improve economic performance and achieve Optimum Yield, 
increase business flexibility, reduce regulatory burden on operators, promote safety, and, keep catch 
within specified limits.  Also, the MAFMC and NEFMC seek to coordinate management of the 
monkfish resource with the Northeast Multispecies Sector Program.   

The Council Report summarizes major issues voted on or discussed at each regularly scheduled 
MAFMC meeting.  The Council met most recently on February 8-10, in New Bern, NC. 



 
 

SARC 51 

Loligo Squids and Hakes Assessed 
Dr. Weinberg provided a report of the 51st Stock Assessment Review which included Loligo squid and 
silver, red, and offshore hakes.  Based on a new biomass reference point from the 2010 assessment, the 
Loligo squid stock is not overfished but overfishing status is unknown and cannot be determined 
because there was no overfishing threshold recommended. 
 
Committees and Other Business 
 
Surfclam/Ocean Quahog 
The Surfclam, Ocean Quahog, and Tilefish Committee discussed development of Amendment 15 to the 
Surfclam and Ocean Quahog FMP.   The purpose of Amendment 15 is to satisfy the requirements of the 
Regional Office relative to cost recovery, excessive shares, and updated essential fish habitat (EFH).  
The Council previously identified 5 issues for Amendment 15:  1) EFH update; 2) cost recovery; 3) 
ocean quahog overfishing threshold; 4) excessive shares; and, 5) data collection.  The Committee 
discussed the issue of monitoring paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP) in order to open Georges Bank.  
The Council added this issue to Amendment 15 so that NMFS would have independent authority to 
implement a formal testing protocol as a condition of re-opening a portion of the Georges Bank Closed 
Area due to the presence of PSP in order to protect public health. 
 
Ecosystem/Ocean Planning 
The Ecosystem and Ocean Planning Committee met to review recommendations from the December 
2010 Habitat-Ecosystem Workshop.  A subcommittee was formed to provide recommendations on the 
nearly 100 priorities generated at the December 2010 Workshop. 
 
Research Set-Aside 
The Research Set-Aside (RSA) Committee met and received an update of the staff evaluation of the 
RSA program.  The Committee discussed if the program has been successful in meeting its goals and 
objectives, how effective the administration of the program has been, and how the program can be 
improved. These issues will continue to be addressed at the next Council meeting in April. 
 
Executive 
The Executive Committee discussed the Advisory Panel Fishery Performance Report development to 
date and received updates on the Marine Resource Education Program (MREP), Visioning, and 
Communications issues.  The Council voted to appoint Dr. James E. Wilen as a member of the Council's 
Scientific and Statistical Committee. 
 
Other 
In addition to the Committee meetings and regular Council business, the Council received a presentation 
from Jonathan Labaree, Gulf of Maine Research Institute, entitled "Learning from the Development of 
Sector Management in New England's Groundfish Fishery".  The presentation included considerations 
for other fisheries and regions in designing and adopting catch share systems. 
 
Former Council member Dennis Spitsbergen was presented with the Ricks E Savage Award at the 
meeting.  This is the highest award given by the Council to a person who has added value to the Council 
process and management goals through significant scientific, legislative, enforcement, or management 
activities. 



 

                                 
 
 
Materials on the Web 
Meeting materials related to the above issues and any presentations that accompanied the briefings 
provided to the Council at its February meeting are located on the Council's website at www.mafmc.org.  
Audio files of the full meeting discussions will be posted at http://mafmc.org/actions/audio/audio.htm. 
 

Next Council Meeting ‐ April 12‐14, 2011, Annapolis, MD 

Chairman Rick Robins (right) presenting Dennis Spitsbergen 
with the Council's Ricks E Savage Award.  


