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Fact Sheet: Use of Party/Charter Vessel Trip Reports 

 
Owners and operators of party and charter boats that fish for several species in federal 
waters (e.g. summer flounder, black sea bass, scup, bluefish, mackerel, squid, tilefish, and 
Northeast groundfish like cod) are required to have a federal fishing permit.  One of the 
requirements of permit holders is that they complete a Vessel Trip Report, or “VTR,” for 
each trip they take. 
 
The data reported on the VTRs for each trip include date, number of anglers, general area 
of fishing, number and species of fish that were kept by anglers fishing on the vessel, and 
the number and species of fish discarded.  
 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council members and staff are often asked what 
scientists and managers do with the thousands of VTRs that are submitted each year by 
party-charter operations. Current uses of party-charter VTRs are limited but include: 
 

- The total numbers of trips reported from VTRs are used to calculate final party-
charter catch estimates (“trips” X “Catch Per Trip from dockside interviews” = 
“Total Catch”).  The actual fish catch reported on VTRs has not been used for 
catch estimates.  Catch per trip data currently comes from dockside interviews of 
for-hire vessels, not VTRs.   
 

- Descriptive information from VTRs (for example, how many party-charter vessels 
are operating in different states) is used in a variety of fisheries management 
documents such as annual specifications environmental assessments and 
fishery management plan amendments. 

 
- Catch information from VTRs is included as background information for some 

assessments, including summer flounder.  However, catch information from 
VTRs is not used as a data input in assessments for species managed by the 
Mid-Atlantic Council.   

 
- Information about fishing areas from for-hire VTRs has been used in economic 

analyses regarding potential closed areas. 
 
The Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP - www.countmyfish.noaa.gov) is 
currently developing guidelines for collecting and using self-reported party-charter catch 
data, which could be reported via VTRs or electronic logbook reports.   
 


