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Kiley Dancy

From: Vetcraft Sportfishing <vetcraft@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2019 2:23 PM
To: Kiley Dancy
Subject: Re: Meeting materials for 8/29 Advisory Panel meeting, and additional scheduled AP webinar for 

9/24

Kiley........I would like to submit the following comments for inclusion in the minutes of the August 29, 2019 AP meeting.  
 
First I would like to give you an update for the southern half of New Jersey, the area of which I am most familiar. Our fluke 
fishing is continuing to worsen each year, with the possibility of the average angler having a keeper size fish, diminishing 
by the year. I see many of the head boats tied to the dock because they don't have enough patrons to make the trip 
worthwhile. On the days they do sail, the boat is sparsely populated. Most of the artificial reefs continue to show a 
diminished number of fluke, with this year being extremely poor. 
 
Charter boats like mine are lucky if we can get one keeper per person on most days. Most charter boats in my area 
continue to have poor revenue or have gone out of business. The recreational sector is in dire need of an economic 
incentive to keep the industry afloat. South Jersey has lost its striped bass fishery and fluke is not far behind with the 
current high size limits.  
 
Another problem that adds to our difficulty is the pressure on the inshore fish by the commercial fleet. I, myself, have seen 
commercial boats trawling circles around the artificial reefs where I fish, intercepting the fluke before they can take up 
summer residence on the reefs. Also, this year, when we finally had an influx of fish on some flat bottom, here too the 
draggers moved in and swept up a lot of the fish. 
 
In fairness to the recreational sector, and to prevent further economic destruction of our sector, I would recommend the 
following: 
 
1. Allow a minimum size of 16" for all land based anglers, even if the quota were one per person 
 
2. Allow a size parameter (14-16") for one fish so at least anglers will have one fish to take home 
 
3. Establish a 12 mile limit off the southern states (NJ, Del, MD, Va) for dragging activity during the recreational season 
 
For research recommendations, I think we have to put money into researching some basic science facts regarding fluke, 
as it is hard to correct problems such as low recruitment, regional depletion, dead discards, without a better science base. 
 
1. Determine why recruitment is so poor for fluke.....is it related to the epicenter shift? 
 
2. Determine when the main spawning period is for different lattitudes so the stock can not be removed during its 
spawning aggregations. 
 
3. Determine fluke migration patterns better so we understand how regional depletion can occur. 
 
4. Find better ways to limit dead discards in the recreational sector...........hook size, circle hooks, etc. 
 
5. Find better ways to limit dead discards in the commercial sector.........Revisit net size (If 75% of fluke retained are over 
3 pounds (NOAA stats) does it make sense to use a net size that retains 14" fish, reduction of discarded fluke in non 
target sectors, etc 
 
Capt Harv 
Vetcraft Sportfishing 
Cape May, New Jersey 
Call or Text 610-742-3891 
Email: vetcraft@aol.com 
www.vetcraftsportfishing.com 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Kiley Dancy <kdancy@mafmc.org> 
To: Advisors - SFSBSB <Advisors-SFSBSB@mafmc.org> 
Cc: Beaty, Julia <jbeaty@mafmc.org>; Leaning, Dustin Colson <dleaning@asmfc.org>; Coutre, Karson 
<KCoutre@mafmc.org>; Rootes-Murdy, Kirby <krootes-murdy@asmfc.org>; cstarks@asmfc.org <cstarks@asmfc.org>; 
Luisi, Michael <michael.luisi@maryland.gov>; Boreman, John <jgboremanjr@gmail.com>; Gilbert, Emily 
<emily.gilbert@noaa.gov>; Gilbert, Emily <emily.gilbert@noaa.gov>; Rootes-Murdy, Kirby <krootes-murdy@asmfc.org>; 
cstarks@asmfc.org <cstarks@asmfc.org>; Beaty, Julia <jbeaty@mafmc.org>; Coutre, Karson <KCoutre@mafmc.org> 
Sent: Fri, Aug 16, 2019 2:46 pm 
Subject: Meeting materials for 8/29 Advisory Panel meeting, and additional scheduled AP webinar for 9/24 

Hello Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Advisors,  
The meeting materials for our in-person August 29th meeting have been posted at: http://www.mafmc.org/council-
events/2019/sfsbsb-ap-august29. This meeting will be focused on recent fishery performance and on-the-water 
perspectives. Please note that the agenda contains specific trigger questions for the discussion and the development of 
Fishery Performance Reports. Past Fishery Performance Reports are available on the Council’s website.  
  
We’ve also determined that we will have a follow up AP webinar after the SSC and Monitoring Committee meetings 
on Tuesday, September 24, from 9AM-12PM. This will allow the AP to review more details from the recent stock 
assessments, review the SSC and Monitoring Committee recommendations, and provide recommendations more tailored 
to the development of 2020-2021 specifications.  We will send more details on this meeting soon.   
  
Please let us know if you have any questions.  
  
Kiley Dancy 
Fishery Management Specialist 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
302-526-5257 (direct) 
Email: kdancy@mafmc.org or kiley.dancy@noaa.gov 
  


