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Mr. Rick Robins, Chairman 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 

Suite 201 

800 N. State St.  

Dover, DE 19901 

 

April 7, 2011 

 

Dear Chairman Robins, 

 

We are writing today out of concern regarding the unprecedented lack of mackerel that has been landed thus far 

this year. We believe that this is the symptom of a much larger problem facing our forage fish and would like to 

encourage the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council to be very cautious when setting the specs for the 

2012 fishing year. For the past few years many of our fishermen have been observing a decline in the mackerel 

that they see out on the water and are concerned because numerous species they target rely on mackerel as food. 

The Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen’s Association has not been very involved in the development of the 

mackerel fishery management plan to date but felt it was appropriate at this time to bring a few of our concerns 

to the attention of the Council.  

 

The state of the mackerel stock will have a tremendous impact on a diversity of interests beyond just mackerel 

harvesters if it has declined to the point where it is commercially extinct. In looking at what is happening this 

year there is concern among many of our fishermen that this may in fact be happening. Last year the mackerel 

quota was set at about 220 million pounds and the fleet landed around 22 million pounds of that TAC, or ten 

percent of their quota. The majority of that was caught by this time last year so we can easily compare 2010 to 

2011 and that is what has prompted this letter of concern. As bad as it is to land only 10 percent of a quota, one 

has to question what the stock biomass actually looked like when this year the fleet has landed just under 

321,000 lbs, or less than one percent of the quota.  

 

Traditionally, on Cape Cod, fishermen would set up weirs in the spring that would catch a mixture of numerous 

species, including mackerel. It is been years since any substantial mackerel has been caught in the weirs and we 

have slowly watched this industry disappear from our inshore waters. The seafood giant Northern Pelagic Group 

LLC (NORPEL), who relies heavily on mackerel catch to support their business, just this week announced that 

they were “closing their doors.” Considering how little mackerel they have been able to catch this year it is not 

surprising that the industry is collapsing in on itself. The closing of NORPEL will take numerous jobs with it, 

but I think we also must remember those jobs (like that of the weir fishermen) that have disappeared without a 

press release or government interaction that are also directly tied to the disappearance of the mackerel.  Please 

take the time to fully review what has been happening to the mackerel stock over the past few years and make 

sure that this crucial forage species is not being overharvested. While officially the stock is not overfished, and 

overfishing isn’t occurring it is shocking to think that we could have managed away this abundant resource in 

just a few short years.  

 

Thank you for your time in this important matter, 

 

 

Ben Martens 

Policy Analyst  


