
Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Monitoring Committee  

Meetings Summary 

July 27, 2012 

Attendees: Paul Caruso (MA-DMF), Jason McNamee (RI-DFW), Mark Terceiro (NEFSC), 

Mike Celestino (NJ-F&W), Greg Wojcik (CT-DEEP), Allison Watts (VMRC), Rich Wong 

(DNREC), Steve Doctor (MD-DNR), Moira Kelly (NERO), John Maniscalco (NY-DEC), 

Jessica Coakley (Council Staff), Kiley Dancy (Council Staff), Lee Anderson (Council vice-

chair), Toni Kerns (ASMFC), Adam Nowalsky (RFA), Jeff Kaelin (Lunds Fisheries), Kirk 

Gotchell (CT-DEP) 

Summer Flounder Monitoring Committee Recommendations 

Comments and Consensus Recommendations: The variability in the recreational data is 

already being accounted for in the assessment model; therefore, proportional standard errors 

(PSEs) should not be used as the basis to set the annual catch targets (ACTs) less than the annual 

catch limits (ACLs). The performance of the recreational fishery in recent years has resulted in 

substantial underharvest. The discards in the commercial fishery have been relatively low, and 

the landings monitoring and fishery closure system is timely. Additional work is being conducted 

to reevaluate the estimation of commercial discards. No additional reduction is needed from the 

commercial and recreational ACLs to the ACTs to address management uncertainty. 

 

Because the current stock size is less than SSBMSY, and there is interest in stability for the 

fisheries, measures could be set at the lower of the two 2013/2014 ABC=ACLs=ACTs 

recommendations. However, there is little difference between the 2013 and 2014 

recommendations for ABC (45 mt). Fishing at the SSC recommended ABCs for 2013 and 2014 

(10,133 mt and 10,088 mt, respectively) should enable the stock to grow to BMSY as a result of 

the low constant F associated with the Council risk policy. The Committee agreed with the staff 

recommendations for commercial fishery measures and RSA.  

 

Scup Monitoring Committee Recommendations 

Comments and Consensus Recommendations: The variability in the recreational data is 

already being accounted for in the assessment model; therefore, PSEs should not be used as the 

basis to set the ACTs less than the ACLs. The performance of the recreational fishery in the 

recent year has resulted in substantial underharvest in response to the increased harvest limit; 

however, prior year overages were substantial. The commercial scup fishery has underperformed 

in the last few years. No additional reduction is needed from the respective commercial and 

recreational ACLs to the ACTs to address management uncertainty. 

 

Because there is interest in stability for the fisheries, measures could be set at the lower of the 

three 2013-2015 ABC=ACLs=ACTs recommendations. However, fishing at the SSC 

recommended ABCs for 2013-2015 (17,557 mt, 16,325 mt, 15,320 mt, respectively) should 



enable the stock to remain high as a result of the low constant fishing mortality (F) associated 

with the Council risk policy. 

 

The commercial quota has been underutilized the last four years. The Council could consider 

adjustments to possession limits and minimum fish size to achieve the commercial quota. In 

terms of the 9 inch minimum fish size, a reduction to 8 inches would not be expected to result in 

considerable impact on the assessment and spawning capacity given many of the 8 inch fish are 

already selected into the fishery as discards, and commercial discard mortality is assumed to be 

100% for the trawl fishery. This is conditioned on the current fishery data assuming trawl gear 

use (mesh size) and seasonality are the same. There are very limited data on discards in the 

pot/trap and hook and line fishery to characterize how a reduction to 8 inches would affect the 

fishery selectivity. The Council should consider the winter I possession limit in terms of the 

effects on small vessels versus large vessels (during the various seasons), as well as the 

recreational fishery. Under the current stock size, high possession limits (i.e. >50,000 lb) may 

not result in rapid attainment of the quota, but as the stock size decreases and quota decreases, a 

high possession limit may no longer be appropriate. The Monitoring Committee recommends 

that increasing the possession limit may not be problematic as the winter I period allocation has 

been underutilized in recent years; however, the effects of various specific possession limits 

should be considered. The Council should be cautious when considering adjustments to multiple 

measures (i.e., possession limits, triggers, and minimum size simultaneously), such that the quota 

can be fully utilized, but that management can respond to ensure the winter I fishery is closed in 

time before the quota is exceeded. The quota periods and triggers were initially intended to 

extend the fishery throughout the year, and throughout each period. The Committee agreed with 

the other staff recommendations for the commercial fishery and RSA. 

 

Black Sea Bass Monitoring Committee Recommendations 

Comments and Consensus Recommendations: No additional reduction is needed from the 

respective commercial and recreational ACLs to the ACTs to address management uncertainty. 

The constant catch approach adequately addresses both scientific and management uncertainty. 

Last year, the increasing trend in recreational discards versus the projected discards resulted in a 

recommendation for a lower ACT. However, there was a recent overall decline in discards in the 

updated assessment; therefore, an ACT adjustment is not recommended for 2013. In addition, the 

commercial quota monitoring system is timely and results in minimal reported overages. The 

Committee agreed with the other staff recommendations for the commercial fishery and RSA. 

  



Table A. Summary of the SSC and Monitoring Committee for commercial and recreational catch and landings limits summer flounder, scup, 

and black sea bass recommendations in 2013, 2014, and 2015 (million lb) compared to 2012 measures. 

Resource Year ABC
1 

Comm. ACL
2
 Rec. ACL

2
 Comm.  ACT

3
 Rec. ACT

3
 Comm. Quota

4
 

Rec.  Harvest 

Limit
4
 

Summer 

Flounder 

2012 

(current) 

25.58 mil lb 
(11,603 mt) 

14.00 mil lb       
(6,351 mt) 

11.58 mil lb 
(5,252 mt) 

14.00 mil lb       
(6,351 mt) 

11.58 mil lb 
(5,252 mt) 

12.73 mil lb 
(5,774 mt) 

8.49 mil lb 
(3,850 mt) 

2013 
22.34 mil lb 
(10,133 mt) 

12.11 mil lb 
(5,491 mt) 

10.23 mil lb 
(4,642mt) 

12.11 mil lb 
(5,491 mt) 

10.23 mil lb 
(4,642mt) 

11.44 mil lb 
(5,189 mt) 

7.63 mil lb  
(3,459 mt) 

2014 
22.24 mil lb 
(10,088 mt) 

12.05 mil lb 
(5,467 mt) 

10.19 mil lb 
(4,621 mt) 

12.05 mil lb 
(5,467 mt) 

10.19 mil lb 
(4,621 mt) 

11.39 mil lb 
(5,166 mt) 

7.59 mil lb 
(3,444 mt) 

Scup 

2012 

(current) 

40.88 mil lb 
(18,543 mt) 

31.89 mil lb 

(14,464 mt) 
8.99 mil lb 

(4,079 mt) 
31.89 mil lb 

(14,464 mt) 
8.99 mil lb 
(4,079 mt) 

27.91 mil lb 
(12,659 mt) 

8.45 mil lb 

(3,831 mt) 

2013 
38.71 mil lb 
(17,557 mt) 

30.19 mil lb 
(13,694 mt) 

8.52 mil lb 
(3,863 mt) 

30.19 mil lb 
(13,694 mt) 

8.52 mil lb 
(3,863 mt) 

23.53 mil lb 
(10,671 mt) 

7.55 mil lb 
(3,425 mt) 

2014 
35.99 mil lb 
(16,325 mt) 

28.07 mil lb 
(12,734 mt) 

7.92 mil lb 
(3,592 mt) 

28.07 mil lb 
(12,734 mt) 

7.92 mil lb 
(3,592 mt) 

21.95 mil lb 
(9,955 mt) 

7.03 mil lb 
(3,188 mt) 

2015 
33.78 mil lb 
(15,320 mt) 

26.34 mil lb 

(11,950 mt) 
7.43 mil lb 
(3,370 mt) 

26.34 mil lb 

(11,950 mt) 
7.43 mil lb 
(3,370 mt) 

20.60 mil lb 
(9,342 mt) 

6.60 mil lb 
(2,992 mt) 

Black Sea 

Bass 

2012 

(current) 

4.50 mil lb 
(2,041 mt) 

1.98 mil lb  
(898 mt) 

2.52 mil lb 
(1,143 mt) 

1.98 mil lb 
(898 mt) 

1.86 mil lb 
(844 mt) 

1.71 mil lb  

(774 mt) 
1.32 mil lb 

(598 mt) 

2013 
4.50 mil lb 
(2,041 mt) 

2.13 mil lb  
(966 mt) 

2.37 mil lb 
(1,075 mt) 

2.13 mil lb 
(966 mt) 

2.37 mil lb 
(1,075 mt) 

1.78 mil lb  
(805 mt) 

1.85 mil lb 
(838 mt) 

2014 
4.50 mil lb 

(2,041 mt) 
2.13 mil lb  

(966 mt) 
2.37 mil lb 
(1,075 mt) 

2.13 mil lb 
(966 mt) 

2.37 mil lb 
(1,075 mt) 

1.78 mil lb  
(805 mt) 

1.85 mil lb 
(838 mt) 

2015 
4.50 mil lb 
(2,041 mt) 

2.13 mil lb  
(966 mt) 

2.37 mil lb 
(1,075 mt) 

2.13 mil lb 
(966 mt) 

2.37 mil lb 
(1,075 mt) 

1.78 mil lb        
(805 mt) 

1.85 mil lb 
(838 mt) 

1The SSC report provides additional details of the basis for the multi-year ABC recommendations which address scientific uncertainty 2 The sum of the commercial and 

recreational ACLs are equal to the ABC. 3 The Monitoring Committee recommended ACTs which address management uncertainty. 4 Landings only; a maximum RSA of 3% has 

been deducted.  


