
Comments for March 1 AP meeting from Dr. Harvey Yenkinson, AP member 

 

Sorry for missing the AP webinar but the rescheduling of the meeting ended up on a time frame 

when I will be out of the country. I would like to submit the following comments: 

 

I have read the 66th SAW report in its entirety and other related documents for our AP meeting.  

 

Despite the increased SSB level predicting by modeling changes from the revised MRIP 

statistics, I remain skeptical of the true health of our stock. We continue to see mortality from all 

sources greater than recruitment resulting in a declining stock trend. Also, recruitment per unit of 

SSB is lower in present time frames than in the past (1980's). We also are seeing a decrease in % 

of females in the stock over 2 years of age.  

 

Of particular concern is the regionalized depletion of fluke stocks which our management system 

is completely ignoring. I am aware that Magnuson advises managing stocks as a unit, but it does 

not preclude council advising NOAA about regional depletions our current management system 

is producing.  

 

The 66th SAW report acknowledges the shift of the stock to the north and east. The report also 

states that the footprint of the species has not changed, meaning the marine ecosystems environs 

are still supporting the stock adequately in its former population dense areas.  

 

The report further states that, "No factor is identified as strongly influencing the spatial shift in 

SSB (or level of recruitment).  

 

The stock assessment makes mention of the possibility of distinct spawning aggregations, one off 

Virginia/North Carolina, and one off of  New Jersey. NOAA data clearly shows lack of fishing 

effort on the spawning grounds off Virginia/North Carolina due to lack of fish aggregations 

there.  

 

It seems clear to me that we are seeing the continued depletion of the southern half of the stock, 

which by all accounts should have no trouble surviving in this latitude. Our fishery management 

processes do very little to protect components of our stocks. We have seen Pacific salmon, Cod, 

and herring populations (to name a few) undergo decimations because management does not 

address the problem of regionalized depletions. 

 

Speaking from the perspective of a recreational fisherman, I would submit that our failure to 

address this problem violates the principals of the Magnuson act in that it discriminates against a 

user group. Unlike the commercial segment which will travel hundreds of miles to fish, the 

recreational fleet is limited by reasonable distances to fish in a days fishing.  

 

By allowing the southern half of the fluke stock to deplete, we in fact, severely limit access of 

recreational fishermen to the resource, one of great importance to the economy of those states.  

 

There is argument that the population shift is due to oceanic warming, but the facts do not 

support this as the major cause. It is clear that management must address fishing pressure on 



segments of the stock so as not to allow regionalized depletion to occur. Clearly there is much 

data in recent years that could explain the shift that has been going on even before the year 2000 

when the trend became most evident. I would suggest NEFSC review the data and determine if 

indeed, as I suspect, that unequal fishing pressure is causing us to see this depletions in segments 

of our fishing stocks.  

 

In southern New Jersey, where I fish recreationally, I would say the fluke populations are 75% of 

what they were a decade ago. My region has lost its striper fishery, weakfish fishery, and now is 

losing the last staple of its fishing industry stock.  

 

I would further submit that the loss of the southern segment of the stock may be related to the 

reduced recruitment we are currently experiencing. The southern half of the stock spawns later 

than the northern component, the young of which are moving inshore to waters that are warmer 

than the 3 degree C water that are fatal if prolonged exposure occurs. The southern inshore areas 

of North Carolina, Virginia , Maryland, and New Jersey, a historic nursery area for the stock may 

well be out of range of the northern spawning fry.  

 

I would respectfully ask that management address this problem. 

 

Captain Harvey Yenkinson 

 

 


