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May 2, 2012 
 
 
 
Geir Monsen 
Seafreeze Ltd 
100 Davisville Pier  
North Kingstown, RI 02852 
 
Dear Geir, 
 
Thanks for bringing your concerns to my attention regarding the AP performance report 
process and the butterfish specifications.  I appreciate your concern as I think that the 
butterfish situation remains one of the most difficult for the Council - the lack of an assessment 
coupled with indications of recent increases in butterfish abundance place the Council and its 
SSC in a difficult situation given the legal requirements to avoid overfishing for this 
commercially and ecologically important species. 
 
The AP’s Fishery Performance Report figured significantly in the SSC’s development of its 
Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC) recommendation for butterfish last year.  In fact, while the 
Council’s general risk policy has been to not increase catch when an Overfishing Level (OFL) 
or a proxy OFL cannot be specified, the SSC cited the AP Fishery Performance Report 
specifically as part of its rationale of why it recommended a doubling of the ABC instead of 
recommending status quo catch 
(http://mafmc.org/fmp/msb_files/2012_Specs/SSC_Report_25-26_May_2011.pdf).  While 
procedural issues have so far prevented NMFS from implementing the increase, the Council 
has taken additional action to address the issue by approving Framework 6 to the Squid, 
Mackerel, Butterfish FMP at the April 2012 meeting, and the increase should be implemented 
later this year. 
 
The Council and Council staff have taken several steps this year to improve the science used 
to support butterfish management.   Working through the NRCC, the Council successfully 
requested that a benchmark assessment for butterfish be moved up to 2013, earlier than was 
previously scheduled.  The Council will also press for this assessment to be a true benchmark 
that evaluates a variety of ways to assess butterfish given their unique life history.  In the 
interim, the Council has requested the Northeast Science Center to produce potential OFL 
proxies for the SSC to consider given the current lack of an accepted assessment.  The 
Science Center has communicated to Council staff that such information will be available for 
the SSC to consider this May.  If it is available by the AP meeting, staff will present it.  Council 





 


