
Rick Robbins, Chairman 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
Suite 201  
800 N. State St  
Dover, DE  19901 
�
April 8, 2011 
 
Dear Rick, 
 
We are writing you today as a group of recreational fishing community leaders to express 
our serious concerns about the health of the Atlantic mackerel stock and because the 
various factions of the recreational fishing community are not represented on the 
Mackerel AP.   
 
We urge the MAFMC and all its various advisory bodies to approach the specifications 
process for next year with great care.  In particular, we want to make sure that the 
Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) and Advisory Panel (AP), the two bodies that 
are leading the first steps and discussions of the 2011 specs process, are aware of two 
things.  First, we are alarmed by the unprecedented drop in mackerel landings this year 
and believe it is critical to investigate the possibility of a stock or stock component 
collapse.  Second, the great importance of the mackerel resource to stakeholders other 
than commercial harvesters and processors must be considered, especially in the context 
of a potential collapse. 
 
Something really does appear to be very wrong.  Commercial Mackerel landings this year 
are so low that the NMFS website still registers them at 0% of the quota, and the prime 
fishing season is essentially over.  Last year at this time over 20 million pounds had been 
landed.  This year the fleet total landings are barely over 300,000.  That is a 99% decline.  
It is important to remember that this is on top of a 50% cut in the quota for 2011 due to 
lower estimates of the size of the stock and the tremendous uncertainty in the stock 
assessment.  In fact, there is so much uncertainty about the health of this resource that 
NMFS and the MAFMC can’t even tell us whether or not it is overfished, classifying its 
status simply as “unknown.”  We urge the MAFMC to carefully consider whether 
continuing to allow a pair trawl fishery for a keystone forage stock with “unknown” stock 
status is a responsible course of action.  The industrial fleet may be able to get through a 
99% decline in landings but the thousands of for hire operators may not.   
 
Mackerel is extremely important to the recreational fishing public and industry.  
Mackerel is a favorite prey of striped bass and other species of great importance to 
recreational anglers.  It is also a very important target stock in and of itself for 
recreational fishermen, both as bait and for personal consumption.  Recreational 
fishermen both rely on and support a healthy, sustainable small boat commercial 
mackerel fishery as well, and we are concerned that the long-term and cumulative 
damage caused by the recent shift from traditional gears to industrial pair trawls has 
strained or even cracked the resource.  If mackerel are unavailable to 125 foot-plus pair 
trawlers, they’re availability to everything else is certainly in jeapordy.   



 
We are concerned that a stock collapse or contraction, or the destruction of an inshore 
component, may be underway.  And we are even more concerned that the MAFMC will 
overlook the severe and damaging consequences this will have on the tens of thousands 
of recreational fishermen who rely or benefit from a healthy mackerel stock. 
 
We do not claim to be sure what is happening with the mackerel resource right now, but 
we do feel very sure that the 2012 specifications must be approached very carefully, and 
that full consideration must be given to making sure there are enough mackerel left next 
year to feed ocean predators, and to rebuild the stock in its traditional range.  
 
Finally, we urge the MAFMC to add a private recreational, a small boat for hire and 
party/head boat for hire advisors to your Mackerel AP.   
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James Dow; President 
Massachusetts Striped Bass Association 
 
Janet Messineo; Past President 
Martha’s Vineyard Surfcasters Association 
 
Capt. Patrick Paquette 
Recreational Fishing Community Organizer 
 
Stephen Medeiros, President 
Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association 
 
 
 
 
 
  


