
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

 

4.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND  

  

4.1 PURPOSE AND NEED OF THE ACTION 

 

The purpose of this action is to implement measures for collecting fees and recovery costs associated 

with the management of the Atlantic surfclam and ocean quahog individual transferrable quota (ITQ) 

fisheries and to ensure the FMP is in compliance with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 

Management Act (MSA
1
). The MSA requires fees be recovered for costs directly related to 

management, data collection and analysis, and enforcement of ITQ programs. The need of this action is 

to ensure that fishermen that hold individual tradable quotas are bearing at least part of the costs related 

to the management of their ITQ fishery    

 

In addition, a purpose of this action is to implement measures that facilitate incorporation of revised 

stock status determination criteria (i.e., biological reference points) for surfclams and ocean quahog into 

the Fishery Management Plan (FMP). This action is needed to ensure that the Council is applying the 

most updated information to management through the FMP to ensure that quota levels are set properly 

and that stocks are managed to prevent overfishing.  

  

Another purpose of this action is to implement measures that would modify or eliminate the optimum 

yield (OY) ranges for surfclam and ocean quahog. This action is needed to ensure the Council has the 

flexibility to set catch and landings limits, and commercial quotas consistent with the MSA without a 

potential conflict between the OY ranges that currently exist in the FMP and the SSC recommendations. 

This is further needed to ensure that stocks are better managed to prevent overfishing.  

 

The last purpose of this action is to implement revisions to surfclam and ocean quahog essential fish 

habitat (EFH) definitions and maps for these species life stages. This is necessary to be consistent with 

the MSA requirement that the Council periodically review EFH so that designations are adequately 

identifying the proper EFH areas for better protection of these habitats from fishing. 

                                                 
1
 Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA), portions retained plus revisions made by the 

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006 (MSRA). 


