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Term of Reference for the Review Panel
1
: 

Determine whether the spatial partitioning of the black sea bass stock proposed by the BSB SAW WG 

is reasonable and appropriate to use as a starting point for developing stock assessment models. In 

making this determination consider whether available scientific data have been taken into account 

and analyzed properly, and whether the conclusions based on those data are reasonable given the 

current fisheries data.  

Background: 

The Chair of the Southern Demersal Working Group (SDWG, John Maniscalco) and the Chair of the 

Stock Assessment Workshop (SAW; Dr. James Weinberg) requested that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery 

Management Council's Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) provide a critical review of the 

SDWG's January 2016 report addressing the following Term of Reference for the SAW SDWG :  

Based on available information, propose a partitioning of the northern black sea bass stock 

for the purposes of trying to develop assessment models that incorporate stock spatial 

structure. 2  

 

Following the peer review, the Review Panel will provide a written report which addresses the 

Review Panel TOR (above).  The Review Panel Chair will present the Review Panel Report to 

the full SSC at its March 15-16, 2016 meeting in Baltimore, MD, and also provide the report to 

the SAW Chair.    

 

1 Review Panel Membership 

Dr. Thomas Miller (Chair) University of Maryland 

Dr. Robert Latour   Virginia Institute of Marine Science 

Dr. John Wiedenmann  Rutgers University 

Dr. Katie Drew   Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
 

2 This TOR of the BSB SAW WG is limited to proposing a spatial partitioning based on 

available data/information, and does not call for developing and running stock assessment 

models. That additional work will be done subsequent to the SSC peer review, and will be peer 

reviewed by the SARC-62.  

 

 

 


