
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        November 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Jim Weinberg 
NEFSC SAW Chair 
 
Mr. Weinberg:  Thank you for taking the time to hear more about our plans for the Summer 
Flounder management model.  This letter intends to summarize the plans that SSFFF and our 
team of scientists are building to create a sex-structured model for the NMFS review in the 
future. 
 
I have attached a public testimony document for your review.  It provides an overview of our 
outlook and its components.  The principal mission at this time is to obtain two years funding for 
a postdoc. The postdoc would work closely with both the SSFFF team and NEFSC to 
investigate a range of aspects of the summer flounder assessment and management and 
provide a candidate stock assessment model based on the Stock Synthesis program. 
   
We would like individuals from the NEFSC to be part of the project, joining our group of well-
known experts that are already interested in participating: 
 
 Dr. Mark Maunder, who has been involved with the summer flounder assessment for over a 

decade. 
 Steven Cadrin, who currently has a student working on MSE of the Mid-Atlantic ABC control 

rule based on surf clam and summer flounder. 
 Andre Punt, who is a world leader in stock assessment. 
 Rick Methot, who is the developer of Stock Synthesis. 
 Pat Sullivan, who has been involved in the summer flounder stock assessment working 

group. 
  
The work will predominantly be carried out using Stock Synthesis. The model will be sex-
structured, but simulations will be conducted to determine the benefit of including sex-structure 
and alternative assumptions about sex-specific selectivity to account for lack of sex-specific 
data. The project will also investigate using the Rutgers sex composition data. The analysis and 
simulations will investigate both the stock assessment results and management implications 
(e.g. reference points, including dynamic reference points, and ABC calculations). 
 
It is essential that the postdoc has access to the NEFSC databases, preferably with assistance 
from NMFS staff to help interpret the data, to ensure that all the desirable investigations can be 
carried out with the appropriate model and data specifications.  I also spoke with Adam 
Nowalsky about funding for the first year of the project, and he intends to work with the ASMFC 
Executive Committee to build a request to obtain that funding, which would be enormously 
beneficial to the undertaking. 
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Thank you again for your time.  If you would like to speak with me directly, I would welcome the 
chance to discuss this further.  I can be reached at (732) 492-6936. I look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 
 
 
 
Greg Hueth 
Chairman, Save The Summer Flounder Fishery Fund 
 
 
 
 


