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M E M O R A N D U M  

Date:  April 25, 2019 

To:  Chris Moore, Executive Director 

From:  Jason Didden, Staff 

Subject:  Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish (MSB) Acceptable Biological Catches 

(ABCs) 

For the Council, all MSB species are in multi-year specifications: 2018-2020 for longfin squid and 

butterfish, 2019-2020 for Illex squid, and 2019-2021 for Atlantic mackerel (hereafter ‘mackerel’). 

The Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) and Council will review the most recent 

information available to determine whether modification of the planned 2020 specifications is 

warranted. Supporting materials for this review are posted to http://www.mafmc.org/ssc-

meetings/2019/may-7-8 and include data updates from the NMFS Northeast Fisheries Science 

Center (NEFSC), fishery information documents produced by staff, Fishery Performance Reports 

developed with the MSB Advisory Panel, and data provided by Canadian DFO staff.  

Based on a review of the information provided, staff recommends no changes to the planned 2020 

ABCs for longfin squid (23,400 metric tons (MT); 51.6 million pounds), Illex squid (26,000 MT; 

57.3 million pounds), or butterfish (32,063 MT; 70.7 million pounds). Materials and reports related 

to those ABCs are available at http://www.mafmc.org/ssc. Staff does recommend a change for 

mackerel (see below).  

In 2020, the SSC and Council will receive assessment updates for butterfish and mackerel to set 

specifications for 2021-2022. It is anticipated that data updates will be received in 2020 and used 

to set specifications for the squids for future years until new assessments or assessment updates 

are completed.  

Mackerel 

To rebuild mackerel by June 2023, the SSC previously endorsed 2019-2021 ABCs of 29,184 MT 

(64.3 million pounds), 32,480 MT (71.6 million pounds), and 35,195 MT (77.6 million pounds) 

respectively, as utilizing the best available scientific information, i.e. the projection methodology 

from the 2018 benchmark mackerel assessment. The Council recommended a slightly lower 2021 

ABC of 33,474 MT (73.8 million pounds). To achieve a rebuilt stock by June 2023 a variety of 

assumptions must be met, including A) achieving expected 2017-2022 amounts of catch (or less), 
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B) having the estimate of a good 2015 year class in the assessment be true, and C) getting near 

median recruitment from the 2016-2022 year classes.  

Relative to these points: 

A) Catch levels should hold to approximately the expected 2017-2018 values. Due to the RH/S 

closure in the 2019 mackerel fishery, 2019 catch should be lower than projected, which should be 

a moderate boost to projected biomass. Management measures should restrict 2020-2022 catch to 

the expected amounts. 

B) While a quantitative update will not be available until next year, the 2015 year class is generally 

showing up as expected in the various catch-at-age data provided in the NEFSC data update.  

C) The lack of age 1-2 fish in the 2018 Canadian commercial fishery, the low proportion of age 2 

fish in the 2018 Bigelow spring survey, and the continued low southern Gulf of St. Lawrence egg 

density (which has contributed the vast majority of total egg production since 2000) combine to 

raise concern for staff that the 2016-2017 year classes may be relatively weak.  

Accordingly, to increase the probability of still achieving rebuilding by June 2023, staff 

recommends the 2020 ABC remain at the Council and SSC-recommended 2019 level of 29,184 

MT (64.3 million pounds) until the planned assessment update is available for review in 2020. 

Staff notes it would be most useful for the 2020 update to be performed after 2019 data can be 

integrated into the update. 


