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M E M O R A N D U M  

Date:  3/8/2017 

To:  Dr. Chris Moore, Executive Director 

From:  Jason Didden  

Subject:  Blueline Tilefish ABC 

In 2016 the SSC recommended a blueline tilefish ABC of 87,031 pounds for 2017.  The SSC used 
the output of a data-limited toolkit for conducting Management Strategy Evaluations (MSE) to 
develop catch limits developed by Carruthers et. al. (2014) and implemented by a working group 
of the SSC.  This toolkit has been used previously by the SSC to develop ABC recommendations 
for black sea bass and Atlantic mackerel.  Based on the output of the toolkit, which simulates 
stock responses to different harvest strategies, the SSC recommended a 2017 blueline tilefish 
ABC of 87,031 pounds as meeting the Council’s risk policy to best avoid overfishing when 
guidance from a standard stock assessment is not available.  Details on the analysis and rationale 
of the SSC can be found in the working group’s report, available at 
http://www.mafmc.org/briefing/april-2016 (see subcommittee report and SSC presentation).  This 
document also notes that due to the limited information on recreational blueline tilefish catch, the 
recreational catch histories used in the toolkit resulted from a Delphi Approach workshop with 
fishermen to develop an approximation of 2015 recreational catch, and then a time series was 
created based on the Delphi Approach estimate and other available data.   

There is an ongoing SEDAR assessment for blueline tilefish, and results are expected in late 2017 
(terminal year of data is 2015).  Staff anticipates that the assessment will necessitate a revisiting 
of the blueline tilefish ABC, but at this point staff recommends maintaining the current ABC and 
specifying it for 2 years in case no changes are appropriate after the assessment.  While some 
life history parameters used in the MSE are likely to change in the new assessment, they have 
not yet been reviewed.  The SEDAR data workshop also recommended using a slightly modified 
private recreational time series from what was used for the 2017 ABC, but that would not be 
expected to result in substantial changes for the MSE.  Updated 2016 catch and landings 
information is provided on the following page; the lower 2015/2016 commercial landings were the 
expected outcome of the emergency regulations in place for part of 2015 and most of 2016 (Table 
1).  The Delphi process judged VTR records as unreliable before 2012, so the included VTR time 
series begins in 2012 to facilitate comparison with the most recent years (Table 2).  For the first 
time ever, MRIP (preliminary) estimated substantial blueline tilefish catch in 2016 for the Mid-
Atlantic, totaling 38,005 fish with a 95% confidence interval of ± 67% (10.6K MD, 3K NJ, 24.3K 
VA).  Assuming these estimates persist after review, it remains to be seen if this event is an 
anomaly or will be repeated - no major methodological changes to MRIP occurred in 2016, but 
the states did take over intercept sampling duties from contractors in 2016.   
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Table 1.  Dealer Landings  Table 2. For-Hire VTR Kept Fish VA-ME (numbers of fish) 

 

     

YEAR Dealer 
Pounds 
Landed* 

1999 33 

2000 2,446 

2001 935 

2002 304 

2003 6,212 

2004 7,332 

2005 4,164 

2006 28,153 

2007 25,835 

2008 7,803 

2009 38,813 

2010 7,365 

2011 17,494 

2012 40,856 

2013 33,275 

2014 201,977 

2015 77,315 

2016 13,087 

* For years with blueline tilefish data (1999-2014), staff examined the NMFS dealer weighout 
“AA” tables.  The “AA” tables have area information integrated via a matching process with VTR 
information.  Staff removed landings from statistical areas south of the North Carolina-Virginia 
border and landings without area information landed in North Carolina.  Virginia landings 
without area information were multiplied by .89 because commercial VTR information 
suggested that 89% of Virginia VTR  catch with area information came from areas north of the 
North Carolina-Virginia border.  Landings into states north of Virginia without area information 
were included fully as being from north of the North Carolina-Virginia border.  Landings coming 
from statistical areas 631 and 632 (which straddle the North Carolina-Virginia border) were 
apportioned half to north of the North Carolina-Virginia border and half south.  While VTR data 
suggest that 67% percent of catch in these areas comes from north of the North Carolina-
Virginia border, the VTR information does not capture all of the landings from these areas, 81% 
of which went into North Carolina, so staff judged that lowering the percent from 67% to 50% 
seemed reasonable.  Also, in terms of latitude, the 631 and 632 statistical areas are 55% off of 
North Carolina.  All 2016 preliminary landings (they have not been added to the AA tables yet) 
from Virginia north were included as being north of the North Carolina-Virginia border 

 

YEAR
Party Kept 

Fish

Charter 

Kept Fish

2012 9,670 381

2013 11,127 711

2014 14,811 983

2015 12,138 2,253

2016 12,356 2,017  


