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M E M O R A N D U M  

Date:  July 5, 2017 

To:  SSC 

From:  Julia Beaty 

Subject:  Chub mackerel next steps 

 

Objective 

At their July 2017 meeting, the SSC will discuss recent developments regarding the chub 
mackerel amendment. The objective of this discussion is for the SSC to provide 
recommendations for the development of ABCs in early 2018 and also to discuss longer-term 
research recommendations. 

Background 

The chub mackerel amendment will include alternatives for managing Atlantic chub mackerel 
(Scomber colias) as a stock in the (Atlantic) Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish Fishery 
Management Plan with catch limits, accountability measures, and other measures required by 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  

In March 2017, the Council issued a request for proposals (RFP) for a stock assessment to 
inform development of an ABC. The Council ultimately decided not to fund a contract through 
this RFP, based on the recommendations of a review panel consisting of Council staff, two 
NEFSC employees, and an SSC member. The panel agreed that given the extreme data 
limitations (i.e. less than 5 years of directed fishing effort in the Mid-Atlantic, limited biological 
sampling, and infrequent catches in fisheries-independent surveys), even a data-limited 
approach would likely produce highly uncertain results, which could prove risky for setting 
management measures. The Council agreed to instead prioritize data collection to support 
future stock assessments and to inform development of chub mackerel management measures. 

The chub mackerel Fishery Management Action Team (FMAT) met in June 2017 and identified 
the following as critical data needs: 

• Historic and recent time series of catch per unit effort 

• A fishery-independent index of abundance, possibly based on a larval survey 

• Age and length compositions (some information is available from the 2016 
commercial fishery) 
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• Maturity information (some information is available from the 2016 commercial 
fishery) 

• Information on stock structure  

• A better understanding of the importance of chub mackerel in the diets of key 
predators 

• Information on how climate impacts chub mackerel abundance and availability 

• Improved quantification of recreational chub mackerel catches  

To address some of these data needs, the FMAT recommends that the Council host two 
workshops, one with invited experts from the commercial fishery, and the other with experts on 
recreationally-important predators of chub mackerel. Topics discussed at the workshops could 
include: 

• Fishermen’s observations of chub mackerel biology, life history, and population 
ecology 

• Historic and recent CPUE and factors influencing CPUE 

• Factors influencing availability of chub mackerel 

• The location of recreational fishing effort for key chub mackerel predators 

• The importance of chub mackerel in the diet of key predators 

As a first steps towards addressing one specific data need, the Council plans to host a webinar 
focusing on the importance of chub mackerel in the diets of highly migratory species (HMS). 
During the webinar, invited scientific experts will clarify what is known about the importance of 
chub mackerel to HMS diets based on currently available data and will discuss 
recommendations for future studies to quantify the role of chub mackerel in HMS diets. More 
information will be posted to the Council’s website as it becomes available.  

The following documents provide more information on recent developments for the chub 
mackerel amendment and are available at http://www.mafmc.org/actions/chub-mackerel-
amendment:  

• Chub mackerel assessment RFP and summary of review panel’s recommendation 
against funding a contractor 

• June 19, 2017 FMAT meeting summary, with more information on research 
recommendations and a summary of available data 

• Amendment action plan, including a draft timeline for amendment development 

• Amendment scoping document  

• Summary of scoping comments 
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