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§648.290   Tilefish Annual Catch Limit (ACL). 

(a) The Tilefish Monitoring Committee shall recommend to the MAFMC an ACL for the commercial 

tilefish fishery, which shall be equal to the ABC recommended by the SSC. 

(1) [Reserved] 

(2) Periodicity. The tilefish commercial ACL may be established on an annual basis for up to 3 years at a 

time, dependent on whether the SSC provides single or multiple-year ABC recommendations. 

(b) Performance review. The Tilefish Monitoring Committee shall conduct a detailed review of fishery 

performance relative to the sector ACLs at least every 5 years. 

(1) If the ACL is exceeded with a frequency greater than 25 percent (i.e., more than once in 4 years or in 

any 2 consecutive years), the Tilefish Monitoring Committee will review fishery performance information 

and make recommendations to the MAFMC for changes in measures intended to ensure ACLs are not as 

frequently exceeded. 

(2) The MAFMC may specify more frequent or more specific ACL performance review criteria as part of 

a stock rebuilding plan following a determination that the tilefish stock has become overfished. 

(3) Performance reviews shall not substitute for annual reviews that occur to ascertain if prior year ACLs 

have been exceeded, but may be conducted in conjunction with such reviews. 

[76 FR 60644, Sept. 29, 2011] 

§648.291   Tilefish Annual Catch Target (ACT). 

(a) The Tilefish Monitoring Committee shall identify and review the relevant sources of management 

uncertainty to recommend an ACT as part of the tilefish specification process. The Tilefish Monitoring 

Committee recommendations shall identify the specific sources of management uncertainty that were 

considered, technical approaches to mitigating these sources of uncertainty, and any additional relevant 

information considered in the ACT recommendation process. 

(1) Sectors. The ACT shall be less than or equal to the ACL. The Tilefish Monitoring Committee shall 

include the fishing mortality associated with the recreational fishery in its ACT recommendations only if 

this source of mortality has not already been accounted for in the ABC recommended by the SSC. The 

Tilefish Monitoring Committee shall recommend any reduction in catch necessary to address sector-

specific management uncertainty, consistent with paragraph (a) of this section. 

(2) Periodicity. ACTs may be established on an annual basis for up to 3 years at a time, dependent on 

whether the SSC provides single or multiple-year ABC recommendations. 



(b) Performance review. The Tilefish Monitoring Committee shall conduct a detailed review of fishery 

performance relative to ACTs in conjunction with any ACL performance review, as outlined in 

§648.290(b)(1) through (3). 

[76 FR 60644, Sept. 29, 2011] 

§648.292   Tilefish specifications. 

The fishing year is the 12-month period beginning with November 1, annually. 

(a) Annual specification process. The Tilefish Monitoring Committee shall review the ABC 

recommendation of the SSC, tilefish landings and discards information, and any other relevant available 

data to determine if the ACL, ACT, or total allowable landings (TAL) requires modification to respond to 

any changes to the stock's biological reference points or to ensure that the rebuilding schedule is 

maintained. The Monitoring Committee will consider whether any additional management measures or 

revisions to existing measures are necessary to ensure that the TAL will not be exceeded. Based on that 

review, the Monitoring Committee will recommend ACL, ACT, and TAL to the Tilefish Committee of 

the MAFMC. Based on these recommendations and any public comment received, the Tilefish 

Committee shall recommend to the MAFMC the appropriate ACL, ACT, TAL, and other management 

measures for a single fishing year or up to 3 years. The MAFMC shall review these recommendations and 

any public comments received, and recommend to the Regional Administrator, at least 120 days prior to 

the beginning of the next fishing year, the appropriate ACL, ACT, TAL, the percentage of TAL allocated 

to research quota, and any management measures to ensure that the TAL will not be exceeded, for the 

next fishing year, or up to 3 fishing years. The MAFMC's recommendations must include supporting 

documentation, as appropriate, concerning the environmental and economic impacts of the 

recommendations. The Regional Administrator shall review these recommendations, and after such 

review, NMFS will publish a proposed rule in the Federal Register specifying the annual ACL, ACT, 

TAL and any management measures to ensure that the TAL will not be exceeded for the upcoming 

fishing year or years. After considering public comments, NMFS will publish a final rule in the Federal 

Register to implement the ACL, ACT, TAL and any management measures. The previous year's 

specifications will remain effective unless revised through the specification process and/or the research 

quota process described in paragraph (e) of this section. NMFS will issue notification in the Federal 

Register if the previous year's specifications will not be changed. 

(b) TAL. (1) The TAL for each fishing year will be 1.995 million lb (905,172 kg) unless modified 

pursuant to paragraph (a) of this section. 

(2) The sum of the TAL and estimated discards shall be less than or equal to the ACT. 

(c) TAL allocation. For each fishing year, up to 3 percent of the TAL may be set aside for the purpose of 

funding research. Once a research amount, if any, is set aside, the TAL will first be reduced by 5 percent 

to adjust for the incidental catch. The remaining TAL will be allocated to the individual IFQ permit 

holder as described in §648.294(a). 

(d) Adjustments to the quota. If the incidental harvest exceeds 5 percent of the TAL for a given fishing 

year, the incidental trip limit of 500 lb (226.8 kg) may be reduced in the following fishing year. If an 

adjustment is required, a notification of adjustment of the quota will be published in the Federal Register. 



(e) Research quota. See §648.22(g). 

[76 FR 60644, Sept. 29, 2011, as amended at 78 FR 49187, Aug. 13, 2013] 

§648.293   Tilefish accountability measures. 

(a) If the ACL is exceeded, the amount of the ACL overage that cannot be directly attributed to IFQ 

allocation holders having exceeded their IFQ allocation will be deducted from the ACL in the following 

fishing year. All overages directly attributable to IFQ allocation holders will be deducted from the 

appropriate IFQ allocation(s) in the subsequent fishing year, as required by §648.294(f). 

(b) [Reserved] 

[76 FR 60645, Sept. 29, 2011] 


