
 

 

RSA PROGRAM 
 Development and Execution of the Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO) 

 
 
July - The Council's SSC Ranks Research Priorities during development/update of Council's five year 
research plan. Staff then sends out a request for input based on what the upcoming RSA program year's 
research priorities should be to all Council members, ASMFC, Northeast Center staff, and Regional 
Office staff. 
 
Aug - The RSA Committee then identifies the top ten research and management needs based on SSC 
priorities and others feedback and recommends them to full Council.  Full Council then finalizes and 
votes to adopt them. 
 
NMFS develops a RFP based on research and management needs identified by the Council. 
 
Sept - Oct - NMFS prepares FFO announcement which incorporates the Council's research priorities. 
 
Following Year:  
 
Jan - FFO for the RSA Program is posted on the Northeast Cooperative Research website, the New 
England Council and the Mid-Atlantic Council websites.  60-day open period begins. 
 
Mar - Deadline for public submission of RSA proposals.  Materials are uploaded to Grants.gov website 
 
Mar-Apr - NMFS Grants Office processes submitted proposals (reviews for completeness, etc) and 
seeks technical reviewers with experience in the subject area of each proposal. MAFMC SSC members 
are included in "pool" of technical reviewers.  
 
Apr-May - Technical reviews proceed.  (NMFS tries to give reviewers at least 30 days to complete their 
reviews.)   
 
May - NMFS Grants staff prepare a Proposal Review Package for RSA Committee members.   
 
An attempt is made to give RSA Committee members at least 3 weeks to evaluate the proposals prior to 
the Proposal Review meeting. 
 
Jun - NMFS staff convenes a closed Proposal Review meeting at which RSA Committee members meet 
and discuss the submitted proposals.  Committee members submit individual, written comments on each 
proposal that include a bottom-line recommendation to 'fund' or 'not fund' each one.  Committee 
members do not vote as a group on the proposals. 
 
Jul-Aug - NMFS staff process all the technical and Committee review materials and prepare a Selection 
('Decision') memo for the Northeast Center Director. 
 
Sep-Oct - The Principal Investigators are notified if their proposal has received a 'favorable review.'  
Final awards cannot be made until the final rules are published in the Federal Register that officially 
create the RSA quota funding each research project. 
 
In anticipation of the awards, Experimental Fishing Permits (EFPs) are prepared in advance to facilitate 
the earliest-possible initiation of research and compensatory fishing activities. 
 
Researchers funded successfully will be required to submit interim and final reports and final reports will 
be reviewed by the SSC for scientific validity and approval for use by the Council. 
















