
 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
North State Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901 

Phone: 302-674-2331 ǀ Toll Free: 877-446-2362 ǀ FAX: 302-674-5399 ǀ www.mafmc.org 
Richard B. Robins, Jr., Chairman ǀ Lee G. Anderson, Vice Chairman 

Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive Director 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M   

Date: May 29, 2015 

To: Council 

From: Mary Clark  

Subject: Cooperative Research 

The Council will meet on Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. to receive a report from the June 2 

Cooperative Research Committee (formerly RSA Committee) meeting. Additional meeting materials will 

be posted at www.mafmc.org/council-events/2015/cooperative-research, and the meeting report will be 

available on the June 2015 Council Meeting page prior to the meeting. Attached for reference is the staff 

update on cooperative research activities provided to the Council at the April 2015 meeting. 

http://www.mafmc.org/council-events/2015/cooperative-research
http://www.mafmc.org/briefing/june-2015
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M E M O R A N D U M   

Date: April 2, 2015 

To: Council 

From: Mary Clark  

Subject: Cooperative Research – Staff Update and Revised Approach 

At the August 2014 Council meeting, the Council voted to suspend the Research Set-Aside (RSA) program 

for 2015. Although the discussions leading up to this decision were prompted by recent abuses of the 

program through under-reporting and non-reporting of catch, the Council’s suspension of RSA was also 

driven by concerns about the quality and usefulness of RSA-funded research. The Council has expressed 

its commitment to supporting cooperative research that achieves the dual goals of addressing information 

deficiencies and facilitating collaboration among scientists and stakeholders. During this period of 

suspension, staff is working with the RSA Committee and Council to identify potential cooperative 

research approaches that will enable the Council to achieve these goals more effectively.  

Staff Update 

A number of new additions to the Council’s slate of activities (i.e. blueline tilefish, unmanaged forage, 

deep sea corals workshop) have resulted in the reassignment of several projects/actions among staff. I will 

be taking over Jason Didden’s responsibilities related to the Council’s involvement cooperative research 

program review and restructuring. I look forward to working on this project with the Council and RSA 

Committee on this endeavor.  

Cooperative Research Approach 

Given these recent developments, staff recommends that the Council and RSA Committee reconsider the 

cooperative research approach that was proposed at the February 2015 meeting. Staff offers the following 

recommendations for Council consideration (Items 1-3 address committee recommendations from the 

February 2015 meeting): 

1. Postpone the RSA workshop (and associated pre-workshop webinar) indefinitely, and revisit the 

timing and objectives of the workshop at the June 2015 meeting after a complete action plan has 

been developed; 

2. Establish a technical working group composed of subject-matter experts; 

3. Establish an advisory body composed of individuals with experience with and/or knowledge of 

cooperative research in the region; 

4. Change the name of the RSA Committee to Cooperative Research Committee;  

5. Schedule a committee meeting via webinar in mid- May to discuss a revised action plan and 

specific next steps; and 

6. Establish an online comment form for stakeholders to provide comments on cooperative 

approaches.  
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