
Annual Update on GARFO/NEFSC Fishery Dependent Data Initiative Project (FDDI)  

David Gouveia and Barry Clifford, GARFO 

– FDDI overview and update 

– Potential expansion and enhancement of electronic vessel trip reporting 

 

Barry Clifford – FDDI project update 

An overview of the FDDI project will be provided, including a description of its objectives, implications, 

and progress.  The project is intended to modernize fishery dependent data collection programs that will 

result in: 

1. The development of a modernized data system capable of supporting current and future data 

collection needs; 

2. automated integration of multiple fisheries dependent data sets that will result in a single 

comprehensive fisheries dependent data set that is easily accessed by internal and external 

users to support fishery management and science; and 

3. consolidate industry reporting requirements that will  minimize the number of systems needed 

to fulfil reporting requirements while also eliminating redundancy wherever possible. 

Work completed to date as well as future project plans will be shared.  The update will also discuss 

changes to reporting requirements that are necessary in order to achieve the intended objectives.   

 

David Gouveia – eVTR 

Building off of the March implementation of the new electronic vessel trip reporting (eVTR) 

requirements for the mid-Atlantic for-hire fisheries and the Council’s desire to expand eVTR 

requirements to its commercial fisheries, a presentation will be provided concerning the possible 

expansion of the eVTR requirements to all mid-Atlantic commercial fisheries managed by MAFMC.  All 

commercial and for-hire vessels possessing GARFO issued permits have VTR reporting requirements with 

the exception of those vessels possessing lobster-only permits.  VTR submissions are required through 

the use of paper logs that are submitted to NMFS.    Since March, all MAFMC managed FMPs require 

eVTR submissions for vessels engaged in for-hire fisheries, including party/charter trips.  The 

presentation will provide an overview of the existing paper and electronic VTR collection programs as 

well as an overview of the potential expansion of mandatory eVTR use in commercial fisheries managed 

by the MAFMC. 
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