
BOEM’s Atlantic Offshore Renewable Energy Program Activity Update 
 
Southern New England/New York Bight  
Offshore Wind Energy 

BOEM oversees five leased areas, one right-of-way grant, and is considering one 
planning area in the Southern New England/New York Bight area.  

• In January 2015, BOEM successfully auctioned two leases southwest of 
Nantucket Shoals. The recipients of these leases are just beginning the site 
characterization work necessary to inform the development of a construction and 
operations plan to be submitted in the next five years.  

• Continuing westward, BOEM leased two areas in the vicinity of Cox Ledge in 
July 2013. The lessee, Deepwater Wind, began site characterization work this 
summer.  

• BOEM has also issued a right-of-way grant for the transmission of renewable 
energy from a state waters project off of Block Island to mainland Rhode Island. 
While work on the transmission line isn’t expected to begin until the summer of 
2016, installation of the turbine foundations began late summer 2015 and may 
continue to early fall.  

• Further to the west, BOEM has issued a “Call for Information and Nominations” 
for a potential lease area offshore New York. BOEM is reviewing comments 
submitted during the solicitation of information as it identifies what area should 
be considered for leasing. The identification of a wind energy area is expected 
later this year. 

• Finally, as widely reported in the news, the Cape Wind energy project in 
Nantucket Sound has had a setback with potential purchasers of their project’s 
power delaying project development.  
 

 
Mid-Atlantic Bight  
Offshore Wind Energy 

• BOEM is planning a competitive lease auction for areas offshore New Jersey this 
fall.  

• In March 2015, BOEM issued a Research Lease to the Commonwealth of 
Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy (DMME) for the Virginia 
Offshore Wind Technology Advancement Project (VOWTAP). VOWTAP will 
consist of two offshore wind turbines and export cable to shore.  Dominion Power 
was named the operator of the project by DMME and has submitted a site 
assessment plan for the deployment of meteorological/oceanographic buoys 
within the commercial and research lease areas. Additionally, the VOWTAP team 
and BOEM have both contributed to data collection and extensive seafloor 
surveys and sediment samples have been collected in the areas. 

o EA - public comment period closed January 16, 2015 
o Publish revised Environmental Assessment incorporating public 

comments 



o Make determinations regarding approval of RAP 
o Applicant submitted the SAP to BOEM in May 2014 
o Applicant submitted an updated SAP to BOEM in late December 2014 
o BOEM is currently reviewing the updated SAP.  

• In August 2014, US Wind Inc. was awarded two leases offshore Maryland and 
began site characterization studies in June to identify a location for a 
meteorological tower.   

• BOEM issued a commercial lease offshore Virginia in 2013. 
o Site Assessment Plan 

 Leaseholder submitted the SAP to BOEM in May 2014 
 Leaseholder submitted an updated SAP in September 2015 

o Construction and Operations Plan 
 BOEM completed its review of the COP Survey Plan in February 

2015 
 Leaseholder plans to submit an updated COP Survey Plan in late 

2015 
 Leaseholder plans to submit a COP for phase 1 in November 2018  
 BOEM will assess the impacts for the activities proposed in the 

COP (phase 1) after it is received 
• BOEM issued a commercial lease offshore Delaware in 2012.  

 
South Atlantic Bight  
Offshore Wind/Marine Hydrokinetic Energy 

• BOEM is in the process of evaluating the issuance of commercial leases offshore 
North Carolina in three areas, one north of Cape Hatteras and two south of Cape 
Fear. A lease auction has not yet been scheduled.  

• BOEM, in collaboration with the South Carolina Intergovernmental Renewable 
Energy Task Force, is evaluating potential areas for leasing offshore that state. 
BOEM expects to publish a Call for Information and Nominations in the Federal 
Register later this year.  

• Offshore Georgia, Southern Company is pursuing a limited lease for the 
construction of a meteorological tower and/or deployment of a met/ocean buoy. A 
limited lease does not permit the construction of any commercial project or power 
generation to shore.  

• Offshore Florida, BOEM is working with the State Intergovernmental Task Force 
to identify potential lease areas for marine hydrokinetic devices. BOEM has 
issued one limited lease for testing underwater ocean current turbines by Florida 
Atlantic University. 
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