
   Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
800 North State Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901-3910 

Phone: 302-674-2331 ǀ Toll Free: 877-446-2362 ǀ FAX: 302-674-5399 ǀ www.mafmc.org 
Richard B. Robins, Jr., Chairman ǀ Lee G. Anderson, Vice Chairman 

Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive Director 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M  

DATE: March 29, 2016   

TO: Council 

FROM: Jason Didden 

SUBJECT: Spiny Dogfish Trip Limit 

 

 

During the specifications process, the Councils took no action to change the current 5,000 pound trip 

limit.  On February 5, 2016 the ASMFC sent a letter to John Bullard/NMFS requesting that the spiny 

dogfish trip limit be increased to 6,000 pounds.  The letter is attached below.  The submitted 

Environmental Assessment (EA) considers a trip limit range of 5,000 (currently preferred), 6,000 

pounds, or 7,000 pounds.  While NMFS and Council staffs are currently working to perfect the EA and 

publish a proposed rule maintaining the 5,000 pound trip limit, the Council(s) could communicate to 

NMFS that a 6,000 pound trip limit is now preferred, and NMFS could select that alternative for the 

final rule. 

 

Staff analyzed preliminary 2015 (calendar year) commercial Vessel Trip Report (VTR) data, which is 

the first full year when a 5,000 pound trip limit was in effect.  There were approximately 1,100 trips that 

caught between 4,600 pounds and 5,000 pounds of spiny dogfish, which are the trips that might likely 

take advantage of a higher trip limit.  While not all of those trips would catch 1,000 extra pounds, as an 

approximation, one might expect around 1.1 million extra pounds of dogfish as a result of the higher trip 

limit if the fishery otherwise operates similarly in the future (1,100*1,000 = 1.1 million).  Given the low 

price of dogfish, it is not expected that a relatively small trip limit increase would substantially change 

effort.  Also, it is likely that fish availability and market conditions will influence future catches more 

than a minor change to the trip limit.  Accordingly, it is not expected that an increase to 6,000 pounds 

would appreciably increase the risk of a fishery closure at the anticipated quota levels, but any trip limit 

increase will add some probability of reaching the quota, especially if there are favorable market 

conditions.        

 

Staff has previously noted that there are a variety of perspectives across the fishery regarding the spiny 

dogfish trip limit.  For example, see related discussion in the last Advisory Panel fishery performance 

report (http://www.mafmc.org/s/2015-Dogfish_FPR.pdf).  The Council is hosting a public 

information/input webinar on the spiny dogfish trip limit on Thursday, April 7 

(http://www.mafmc.org/council-events/2016/public-information-meeting-dogfish-trip-limits), and a 

summary of that meeting will be provided to the Council ASAP afterward.    
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