
 

New England Fishery Management Council Meeting Agenda  
Tuesday - Thursday, June 20-22, 2017  

Holiday Inn by the Bay, 88 Spring Street, Portland, ME 04101 
tel: (207) 775-2311 | http://www.innbythebay.com 

 
Sending comments? Written comments must be received at the NEFMC office no later than 5 p.m., Wednesday, June 14, 2017 to be 
considered at this meeting. Please address them to Council Chairman Dr. John Quinn or Executive Director Tom Nies at: NEFMC, 50 
Water St., Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. Email submissions should be sent to comments@nefmc.org. 

 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 
9:00 a.m.  Introductions and Announcements (Chairman Dr. John Quinn)  
 
9:05  Reports on Recent Activities 
 Council Chairman, Council Executive Director, Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO) Regional 

Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) General Counsel, Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC), Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC), Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC), U.S. Coast Guard, NOAA Enforcement 

 
10:30 Whiting Committee Report (Mark Gibson) 
 Progress report on whiting limited access, permitting, and possession limit alternatives for Amendment 22 
 
10:45 Monkfish Committee Report (Vincent Balzano) 
 Discuss status of Amendment 6 to implement catch shares in the monkfish fishery; discuss and approve 

Monkfish Research Set-Aside (RSA) Program research priorities 
 
11:15 Groundfish Committee Report (Terry Stockwell) 
 Receive summary of Groundfish Monitoring Amendment 23 scoping comments, discuss amendment’s 

purpose/need and likely range of alternatives; initiate Framework Adjustment 57 to include: (1) 2018-2020 
specs/measures, (2) 2018 TACs for U.S./Canada stocks of Eastern Georges Bank (GB) cod, Eastern GB 
haddock, and GB yellowtail flounder, (3) Atlantic halibut accountability measures (AMs), and (4) recreational 
management measures; review Council letter on Marine Recreational Information Program Strategic Plan; 
consider comments on interim final rule for 2017 and 2018 Sector Operations Plans, including whether 
measures or restrictions should be recommended for Sector IX due to misreporting by sector vessels 

 
12:00 p.m.  Lunch Break  
 
1:15 Groundfish Committee Report Continued 
 
 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017 
8:30 a.m. Stock Assessment Improvement Plan Presentation (Dr. Patrick Lynch, NMFS) 
 
9:30 Best Scientific Information Available Guidance (Dr. Patrick Lynch)  
 
10:00 Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) Report (Jason McNamee) 
 Provide: (1) comments to Council on NMFS’s draft Stock Assessment Improvement Plan and Best Scientific 

Information Available guidance; (2) comments on NEFMC’s draft five-year research recommendations; (3) a 
progress report on terms of reference for operational stock assessments when models are not feasible 

 
10:30 Stock Assessment Improvement Plan and Best Scientific Information Available (Tom Nies) 
 Consider SSC comments 
 
10:45 Ecosystem-Based Fishery Management Report (John Pappalardo) 
 Update on developing a worked example of harvest control rules for ecosystem management 
 
11:15 Skate Committee Report (Dr. Matt McKenzie) 
 Final action on Framework Adjustment 4 to modify skate bait trigger and possession limits; initiate 

Framework 5 to allow barndoor skate landings and develop fishing year 2018-2019 specifications 

http://www.innbythebay.com/
mailto:comments@nefmc.org%20%20%20.


 
12:15 p.m. Open Period for Public Comment 
 Opportunity for the public to provide brief comments on issues relevant to Council business but not listed on 

this agenda (please limit remarks to 3-5 minutes)   
 
12:30 Lunch Break 
 
1:45 Scallop Committee Report (Mary Beth Tooley) 
 Receive report on Limited Access General Category (LAGC) Individual Fishing Quota Five-Year Review; 

approve 2018-2019 RSA Program priorities; receive progress report on Framework Adjustment 29, which 
includes: (1) fishery specifications for the 2018 fishing year and default specs for 2019, (2) flatfish AMs for 
the scallop fishery, (3) Northern Gulf of Maine (NGOM) Management Area issues, and (4) Closed Area I 
Scallop Access Area modifications to be consistent with pending habitat area revisions; discuss/potentially 
request control date to address movement between LAGC NGOM and LAGC incidental permit categories 

 
4:15                Fishery Dependent Data Visioning Project Presentation (Barry Clifford, GARFO) 
  
  
Thursday, June 22, 2017 
8:30 a.m.  Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology (SBRM) (GARFO) 
 Receive overview of draft alternatives in SBRM omnibus framework to address assigning at-sea observers to 

lobster pot fleet in an unbiased manner through the Northeast Fishery Observer Program 
 
9:00 Habitat Committee Meeting, Committee of the Whole (Dr. John Quinn) 
 Review public comments on Omnibus Deep-Sea Coral Amendment; develop final recommendations for 

Council consideration  
 
11:30 Habitat Committee Report (Dr. John Quinn) 
 Final action on Omnibus Deep-Sea Coral Amendment; review and approve Council comments to Department 

of the Interior on: (1) national monument designations under the Antiquities Act of 1906, including the 
Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument; and (2) potential environmental effects of 
offshore oil development on the Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf 

  
12:30 p.m.  Lunch Break 

    
1:30                Habitat Committee Report Continued 
 
2:30 Conflict of Interest Policy Directives (NOAA General Counsel) 
 Develop comments on Draft Council Conflict of Interest Policy Directives 
 
3:15 Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) (Tom Nies) 
 Review MSA reauthorization legislation; potentially develop Council positions 
 
4:15  Other business 
 

 
Times listed next to the agenda items are estimates and are subject to change. 

This meeting is physically accessible to people with disabilities. Council member financial disclosure forms are available for examination at the meeting. 
 

Although other non-emergency issues not contained on this agenda may come before this Council for discussion, those issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Council action will be restricted to those issues specifically listed in this notice and any issues arising after publication of this notice that 
require emergency action under section 305 (c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided the public has been notified of the Council's intent to take final action to 
address the emergency. 

                             Documents pertaining to Council actions are available for review prior to a final vote by the Council. 
Please check the Council’s website, www.nefmc.org, or call (978) 465-0492 for copies. 

This meeting will be recorded. Consistent with 16 USC 1852, a copy of the recording is available upon request. 

http://www.nefmc.org/
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JUNE 12-16, 2017 COUNCIL MEETING REPORT  
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FLORIDA 

 
The following summary highlights the major issues discussed and actions taken at the South 
Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s June 2017 meeting in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida.   
 
Briefing materials, presentations, and public comments are available on the Council’s website at: 
http://safmc.net/briefing-books/2017-june-council-meeting-briefing-book/.  Final Committee 
Reports contain more details of what was accomplished for each committee and are located on 
the June briefing book page.  In addition, the Summary of Motions on the Council’s website 
includes all motions from the meeting.  Read further details and see images and other links at the 
June 2017 Council Meeting Round-up Story Map:  http://arcg.is/2sKqYiV.  The Meeting News 
Release is available at:   http://safmc.net/?p=21975&preview=true. 

Issue: Action Taken: Schedule: 
Red Snapper Based on a report from NMFS, the 

estimated number of red snapper 
removed (landings plus dead discards) 
exceeded the acceptable biological catch 
in 2016, a situation that has kept the 
fishery closed for the past two years 
under the current management plan. 
 
The Council modified Amendment 43 to 
develop options for a 2018 red snapper 
season opening:   
• single action to revise annual catch 

limits 
• remove the current process and 

equation used to specify the annual 
catch limit  

• alternatives for establishing an annual 
catch limit for 2018 ranging from 
23,623 - 76,041 fish.  

 
The Council clarified their intent to 
continue development and consideration 
of the other actions in Amendment 43 
addressing best fishing practices and 
other management measures.  However, 
those actions would be developed in a 
separate amendment. 

Official notice about the 2017 
fishing season will be available 
from NMFS very soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
The intent is to expedite 
Amendment 43 by holding public 
hearings via webinar in August and 
in-person at the Council’s 
September meeting, and approving 
the amendment for Secretarial 
review at that time. The Council’s 
goal is to have measures in place in 
time to allow limited harvest 
beginning in July of 2018. 
 
 
The Council will review a new red 
snapper amendment at the 
December 2017 meeting. 

SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston SC 29405 
Call: (843) 571-4366 | Toll-Free: (866) SAFMC-10 | Fax: (843) 769-4520 | Connect: www.safmc.net 
 
 
Dr. Michelle Duval, Chair | Charlie Phillips, Vice Chair 
Gregg T. Waugh, Executive Director  
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Issue: Action Taken: Schedule: 
Spiny Lobster Approved Regulatory Amendment 4 for 

review by Secretary of Commerce:  
• Increase the acceptable biological 

catch from 7.32 million pounds to 9.6 
million pounds.  

• The amendment would also prohibit 
the use of traps for recreational 
harvest of spiny lobster in the South 
Atlantic EEZ.    

Send for formal review in June or 
July. 

Recreational Visioning 
Amendment 

Regulatory Amendment 26: Provided 
guidance to staff. 

Review & approve for public 
hearings at the September 2017 
meeting. 

Commercial Visioning 
Amendment 

Regulatory Amendment 27:  Provided 
guidance to staff. 

Review & approve for public 
hearings at the September 2017 
meeting. 

Yellowtail Snapper Options to combine the Gulf/Atlantic 
ABCs/ACLs were discussed.   

Contact Gulf Council to determine 
their interest in addressing this 
issue. 

Golden Tilefish The Council requested that NMFS 
implement interim measures to reduce 
overfishing by setting the ACL for 2018 
at the projected yield at 75%FMSY 
(323,000 pounds gutted weight). 
 
Requested new update &projections. 

Implement the new ACL prior to 
the start of the 2018-fishing season. 
 
 
 
 
Review at December 2017 meeting. 

Mackerel Cobia The Council reviewed a request from the 
Advisory Panel to go back to the stock 
boundary and ACLs in Amendment 18.  
After reviewing analyses of the request, 
the Council approved a motion to not 
request emergency action.   
 
The Council requested MRIP recalculate 
the 2015 and 2016 Atlantic cobia 
recreational harvest using annual 
estimates of catch and effort.  
 
The Council reviewed a request from 
ASMFC to transfer management of 
Atlantic cobia from the Councils to the 
Commission and approved work to 
evaluate options for a complementary 
plan and removal of Atlantic Cobia from 
the FMP.  
 
Atlantic king mackerel commercial trip 
limits for the Southern Zone. 

Stock ID workshop and stock 
assessment beginning in 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
Review new estimates at the 
September meeting if MRIP can 
provide the analyses in time. 
 
 
Review the options at the 
September meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Work with Council members and 
fishermen to develop a framework 
to evaluate alternatives to revise 
trip limits. 
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For details on any item listed above or other items addressed during the meeting, please refer to 
the Final Committee reports available on the Council’s website at:  http://safmc.net/briefing-
books/2017-june-council-meeting-briefing-book/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue: Action Taken: Schedule: 
For-hire Permit 
Moratorium 

The Council approved a motion to begin 
work on an amendment to establish a 
moratorium on the issuance of Federal 
For-Hire Snapper Grouper Permits. 

Bring draft amendment to Council 
at a future meeting. 

Citizen Science Approved individuals to the Citizen 
Science Pool and A-Teams. 

A-Teams begin work on developing 
program details. 
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