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Table 10.1. A general list of issues that need to be considered for evaluating the socioeconomic factors influencing fisheries in an 
EBFM context. 
 
Economic Considerations for EBFM 
Ownership 

 Who owns the vessels in the fleet? 
 Who owns the resource in the ocean? 
 Who owns access to the resource? 
 Who owns the ecosystem supporting the targeted resource? 

Value 
 What is the value of vessels, gear, equipment, etc. in the fleet? 
 What is the value of the resource in the ocean, as catch, and as landings? 
 What is the value of access to the resource? 
 What is the value of the ecosystem (goods and services) supporting the targeted resource? 
 What are the market forces and dynamics that influence the value of a resource? 
 What is the value of the ecosystem (goods and services) supporting the targeted resource?   
 How do you calculate or estimate such valuation schemes? 

Cost 
 What is the cost of vessels, gear, equipment, etc. in the fleet? 
 What is the cost of fuel to catch the resources? 
 What is the cost to the buyers, processors and suppliers to get the catch to the market? 
 What is the cost to the resource in the ocean? 
 What is the cost to the ecosystem (goods and services) supporting the targeted resource? 
 How much foregone yield is there due to overfishing, bycatch, etc.? 

Fleet Dynamics 
 What are the operational costs (partially covered above) to the fleet? 
 What are the regulatory and enforcement costs to the fleet? 
 What are the logistical factors facing the fleet on a broad time scale/average year (e.g. distance to fish, fishing ground 

hazards/hangs/snags, weather delays, etc.)? 
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 What are the ecosystem considerations influencing where a fleet fishes? 
Optimality 

 When, where and what is the optimal amount of resource, and resource species mix, to catch that balances: 1) A minimization 
of cost; 2) A minimization of deleterious ecosystem effects; and 3) A maximization of profit? 

Risk 
 When, where and what is the appropriate amount of resource, and resource species mix, to catch that balances: 1) A 

maximization of limiting deleterious ecosystem effects; 2) A minimization of losing profit, and 3) Doing so in such a manner 
that accounts for risk? 

Incentives 
 What motivates fishers to fish? 
 What motivates fishers to fish in different locales, using different gears, targeting different species, at different rates, etc. 
 What motivates fishers to behave in certain ways that are risk prone, averse or neutral? 
 What motivates fisheries managers to behave in certain ways that are risk prone, averse or neutral? 
 What incentives are there for fishers (and fisheries managers) to be precautionary? 
 What incentives are there for fishers (and fisheries managers) to be conservative with respect to catch?  
 What incentives are there for fishers (and fisheries managers) to account for ecosystem considerations? 

Subsidies 
 How much of a fishery is ultimately subsidized (beyond market considerations) by government assistance? 
 How much of fisheries science is subsidized beyond a fraction of the total value of a fishery and/or its supporting ecosystem? 
 How much does it cost to execute the management process? 

 
Social Considerations for EBFM 
What kind of a fishery is it 
 Commercial? 
 Recreational? 
 Artisinal? 

Culture 
 How much of the local history is based on fishing? 
 How much of a local/regional economy is supported by fishing (as a percentage of total)? 
 How much of a community’s or large group of individuals’ identity is based on fishing or a fishery? 
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 How (much) does the local geography, institutions (and names thereof), art, cultural expressions, etc. depict or reflect fishing? 
Employment 

 How many jobs in a locality/region are based on fishing, both directly as: 1)fishers and buyers; and 2) indirectly as processors, 
middlemen, consultants, managers? 

 What other employment options are available? 
 Is entering the fishery sector a viable employment option? 

Power 
 What are the main factors that influence where a lot of money and jobs go in a fishery? 
 Where does the power in a fishery reside? That is, with whom or what institution, e.g. fishers, processors, managers, 

conservationists, consumers, enforcement? 
 Which individuals are key players in the entire fishery? 

Worldview 
 What is the social ethos with respect to resource harvesting? 
 What is the social ethos with respect to ecosystem considerations? 

What is the mix of stakeholders in a region?  


