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Council Sets 2006 Specifications for 

Squid, Atlantic Mackerel, Butterfish, Surfclam, and Ocean Quahog Fisheries 
 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (Council) met in Wilmington, Delaware last week to adopt 
fishery management measures for the squid, Atlantic mackerel, butterfish and surfclam and ocean quahog 
fisheries.  The Council held its first meeting regarding Framework 6 to the Summer Flounder, Scup and Black Sea 
Bass Fishery Management Plan (FMP), and ratified Framework 1 to the Spiny Dogfish FMP.  The Council's 
Tilefish and Ecosystems Committees also met during this meeting. 
 
The Council voted to maintain the 2005 specifications for the Atlantic mackerel, Loligo, Illex and butterfish 
fisheries in 2006.   The quota specifications for Loligo squid in 2006 would include MAX optimum yield (OY) 
specified at 26,000 metric tons (mt) and allowable biological catch (ABC), initial optimum yield (IOY), domestic 
annual harvest (DAH), domestic annual production (DAP) specified at 17,000 mt.  The 2006 annual quota of 
17,000 mt would be allocated into quarterly quotas as follows: Quarter 1: 5,649.1 mt (33.23%), Quarter 2: 2,993.7 
mt, (17.61%), Quarter 3: 2,941 mt (17.3 %), Quarter 4: 5,416.2 mt (31.86 %).  For Quarters 1 through 3, the 
directed fishery will be closed when 80% of the quarter’s allocation is taken and vessels will be restricted to a 
2,500 pound trip limit for the remainder of the quarter.  Quarterly overages will be deducted as follows: an 
overage in quarter 1 will be deducted from quarter 3 and an overage in quarter 2 will be deducted from quarter 4.  
When 95% of the total annual quota has been taken (i.e., 16,150 mt) the trip limit will be reduced to 2,500 pounds 
and will remain in effect for the rest of the fishing year.  If the first quarter landings are less than 80% of the first 
quarter allocation, the underage below 80% of the quarter will be applied to quarter 3. Underages from quarters 2 
and 3 will be added to quarter 4 by default based on the 95% closure rule for the annual quota.  In addition, the 
Council recommended that up to 3% of the ABC, IOY, DAH and DAP for Loligo may be set aside for scientific 
research for 2006. 
 
The Council adopted the following quota specifications for Illex squid in 2006:  MAX OY, ABC, IOY, DAH, and 
DAP would be specified at 24,000 mt.  The directed fishery for Illex will remain open until 95% of ABC is taken 
(i.e., 22,800 mt).  When 95% of ABC is taken, the directed fishery will be closed and a 10,000 pound trip limit 
will remain in effect for the remainder of the fishing year.  Trip limits for non-moratorium vessels will be set at 
10,000 lbs for 2006 during the open season or before 95% of the quota is reached. 
 
For butterfish, the Council adopted the following quota specifications for 2006:  MAX OY would be specified at 
12,175 mt, ABC would be specified at 4,545 mt and IOY, DAH, DAP would be specified at 1,681 mt.  In 
addition, the 3.0 inch minimum mesh size for directed butterfish trips (defined as trips landing 5,000 pounds or 
more of butterfish) would remain in effect during 2006. 
 
The Council adopted the following specifications for Atlantic mackerel: ABC=335,000 mt, IOY=115,000 mt, 
DAH=115,000 mt, DAP=100,000 mt, joint venture processing (JVP) =0 mt and total allowable level of foreign 
fishing (TALFF) =0 mt.  The DAH specification includes an allocation of 15,000 mt to the recreational mackerel 
fishery.  In addition, the Council voted to send a letter to NMFS and the State Department requesting that the 
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Council be consulted in any Governing International Fishing Agreement (GIFA) negotiations with foreign 
governments which might allow for TALFF allocations for Atlantic mackerel. 
 
In the surfclam fishery, the Council voted to maintain the existing quota of 3.4 million bushels for 2006 and 2007.  
In the ocean quahog fishery the Council approved 5.333 million bushels for 2006 and 2007, and agreed to 
maintain the Maine ocean quahog quota of 100,000 bushels for the next two years.  The Council also voted to 
begin development of a Framework mandating the use of a Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) in the surfclam and 
ocean quahog fisheries. 
 
On June 15 during the first meeting to consider and address Framework 6 to the Summer Flounder, Scup and 
Black Sea Bass FMP, the Council reviewed and discussed this comprehensive framework document.  Framework 
6 would allow the establishment of multi-state conservation equivalency regions among adjacent states for 
summer flounder.  It would also permit averaging or combining multiple years of data to determine the 
appropriate recreational fishing regulations for summer flounder. It considers but would not allow averaging of up 
to three prior years of recreational landings to determine if any needed landing reductions would be required in 
the setting of conservation equivalency regulations. 
 
The Council also voted to submit Framework 1 to the Spiny Dogfish FMP to the Secretary of Commerce.  The 
Council is requesting that its preferred alternative, i.e., allowing for multi-year management measures without 
annual review, be published by the Secretary in the Federal Register as a proposed rule.  The selection of the 
Council's preferred alternative was made at the Council's May 2005 meeting, and the timing of this action is 
intended to provide the New England Council an opportunity to pass an identical motion to this one at its meeting 
this week in Portland, Maine. 
 
The Council's Tilefish and Surfclam/Ocean Quahog Committee met with its tilefish advisors to review and 
discuss comments received during the scoping process for Amendment 1.  The Committee and its advisors jointly 
reviewed and discussed the tilefish options paper developed by the Tilefish Technical Team.  Council staff will 
incorporate the suggested changes and modifications adopted by the Committee, and start the process of preparing 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for Amendment 1.  At this point in time, it is anticipated that 
the DEIS will be presented to the Council for approval at its March 2006 Council meeting.  
 
The Ecosystems Committee met to review the current draft version of the Council's scoping document addressing 
ecosystem-based approach to fisheries management.  While the current document appears to be comprehensive, it 
was determined to be too technical for release to the general public.  To the extent practicable, the document will 
be simplified to serve not only as a means for gathering feedback on the public's perceptions about ecosystems 
and their suitability for use in future fishery management, but it will also be broadened to serve as an educational 
tool regarding current fishery management practices.  Following modifications to the current version of the 
scoping document, the Council's Scientific and Statistical Committee will meet in July to help guide the 
committee and staff in defining and understanding how best to further simplify and improve it for release to the 
public. 
 
2005 Fishery Achievement Award 
 
The Council is currently seeking nominations for its 2005 Fishery Achievement Award.  The Council will accept 
nominations for the 2005 awards through July 31, 2005.  To receive a copy of the nomination form, visit the 
Council’s website at: www.mafmc.org.  Printed copies of the nomination forms are available by contacting Jan 
Saunders at 302-674-2331  Ext 18. 
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