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• Council Approves Framework 6 for Summer Flounder 
 

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) met in Cape May, NJ last week and approved 
Framework 6 for submission to the Secretary of Commerce.  Framework 6 is designed to allow for the establishment 
of multi-state regions under the conservation equivalency provision of the Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea 
Bass Fishery Management Plan (FMP).  This framework is consistent with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission's Addendum XVII to its FMP for Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass.  If approved by the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), both management authorities would be able to develop voluntary multi-
state conservation equivalency regions among adjacent states to establish common recreational fishing measures for 
summer flounder (i.e., size, season, and bag limits). 

• Council Approves Public Hearing Draft for Amendment 9 to the Squid, 
Mackerel, Butterfish FMP 

 
The Council also approved for public hearing Amendment 9 to the Squid, Mackerel, and Butterfish FMP.  

Amendment 9 could result in a number of changes to the current FMP.  The following management measures are 
being considered for adoption into the plan:  1) establish multiple year specifications for all four species in the 
management unit, 2) extend the moratorium on entry into the directed Illex fishery, 3) revise the fishing mortality 
reference points for Loligo, 4) designate essential fish habitat (EFH) for Loligo eggs, 5) establish area closures to 
protect essential fish habitat (EFH), 6) revise the Loligo minimum codend mesh size requirement, 7) modify the 
exemption for the Illex fishery from the Loligo minimum codend mesh size requirements, 8) modify the Loligo 
possession limit for Illex vessels during closure of the directed Loligo fishery, 9) require electronic daily reporting in 
the directed Illex fishery, 10) establish seasonal gear restricted areas to reduce butterfish discarding, and 11) evaluate 
alternative gears and/or gear modifications. The next step in the process is to publish a notice of availability (NOA) 
of the public hearing document and its underlying draft supplemental environmental impact statement.  This should 
occur in early May at which time a 45 day public comment period would begin.  The schedule of public hearings will 
also be announced at the time of the publication of the (NOA) for Amendment 9.  

• Committee meetings 
 

The Council held four Committee meetings during its March meeting: Ecosystems Committee; Surfclam, 
Ocean Quahog, and Tilefish Committee; Squid, Mackerel, and Butterfish Committee; and Executive Committee.  
The Ecosystems Committee reviewed and approved, with some minor modifications, the final draft of the Council's 
report entitled "Evolution Towards an Ecosystems Approach to Fisheries (EAF)."  The modified report will be 
submitted to NMFS later this month.  The Committee also addressed the use of circle hooks as a means to reduce 
bycatch mortality.  It was noted that circle hooks do not apply to all species managed by the Council, and that as a 
minimum it must be determined which species benefit from their use in terms of reducing discard mortalities.  It was 
also recommended that adoption of the use of circle hooks in recreational fisheries would be an educational effort 
rather than a regulatory mandate. 
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  The Surfclam, Ocean Quahog, and Tilefish Committee reviewed the status of NMFS' reimbursement 
program for purchase and installation of Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS).  Given that funding for VMS 
reimbursement will be available until September 2007, it was decided that staff efforts be directed at reviewing, and 
perhaps changing, the tilefish specifications for the 2006 / 2007 fishing year.  The schedule for Amendment 1 to the 
Tilefish FMP was also reviewed and discussed, as was the February 27 letter from the NMFS Northeast Regional 
Administrator requesting the establishment of an ITQ (Individual Transferable Quota) Cost Recovery Committee but 
no action was taken at this meeting.  
 

The Squid, Mackerel, and Butterfish Committee reviewed the draft alternatives and FMP development 
schedule proposed by the Fishery Management Action Team (FMAT) for Amendment 10. Amendment 10 is being 
developed to address the need to develop a stock rebuilding plan for butterfish which was designated as overfished 
by NMFS in 2005.  The Committee agreed by consensus to include three alternative rebuilding schedules in 
Amendment 10.  These alternatives include a ten year schedule, a five year schedule, and no action.  Public hearings 
on Amendment 10 are expected to be held later this year.  Dr. Jay Hermsen of NMFS' Northeast Regional Office 
gave a presentation to the committee on how NMFS monitors landings of Loligo squid and how the Service uses 
those data to project closures in the fishery. 
 

The Executive Committee reviewed the Council's 2006 budget status and the President's 2007 budget 
request.  The committee also reviewed and discussed the timing of and proposed nomination criteria for the newly 
established Ricks E Savage Award. 

• Visit to Cape May Coast Guard Station 

The Council took advantage of its meeting location and visited the United States Coast Guard Station Cape 
May.  The station is the home of the Coast Guard's enlisted corps, as it is the only Coast Guard enlisted accession 
point and recruit training center in the United States.  It is here that young men and women learn their basic skills to 
serve the American public in the U.S. Coast Guard.  While at the Cape May Station, the Council received a briefing 
from Rear Admiral Larry Hereth, Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District, regarding the capabilities of the Coast 
Guard to meet its mission to protect the public, the environment, and U.S. economic interests in the nation’s ports 
and waterways, along the coast, on international waters, and in any maritime region as required to support national 
security.  He also highlighted current efforts the Coast Guard is initiating to address its fishery enforcement 
responsibilities.   

• Briefing on U.S. Navy's Undersea Warfare Training Range 

The Council also received a briefing from Captain Kelley Baragar, Deputy Director of Fleet Forces Training, 
US Fleet Command, Norfolk, Virginia regarding the US Navy's proposal to establish a 500 square mile undersea 
warfare sonar training range.  Captain Baragar provided the Navy's rationale and need for such a training range, and 
reviewed highlights of the accompanying draft environmental impact statement supporting the Navy's proposed site 
selection.  A news account of this presentation can be found at:  
http://www.delawareonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006603190356 
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