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Council Recommends Increased Quota for Tilefish 
At its meeting last week in Virginia Beach, VA the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) approved 
a quota adjustment that would increase the tilefish quota from 1.995 million pounds to 2.175 million pounds if 
approved by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  This increase of less than 10 percent corresponds to the 
difference between "live weight" and "landed weight."  Since the Tilefish Fishery Management Plan (FMP) was 
implemented in November 2001 until May 2005, landings were recorded in "landed weight" instead of "live weight" 
as required by the FMP.  In other words, by weight, more fish were being removed from the stock than the FMP 
authorized.  Despite this inadvertent error in landings record keeping, the June 2005 stock assessment concluded that 
the resource was no longer overfished and overfishing was no longer occurring.  Moreover, that same stock 
assessment indicated that the resource was nearly 20 percent ahead of the initial rebuilding projections, i.e., the 
original quota management measure predicted a 59 percent rebuilding level at this time whereas the stock assessment 
calculated that the stock is at 72 percent of its maximum sustainable biomass target. The resource is to be completely 
rebuilt to the biomass level that will support the maximum sustainable yield level by 2011.  This new quota level 
should not jeopardize that schedule. 

Committee Meetings 
The joint Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology (SBRM) Committee met prior to the start of the Council 
meeting on May 2. The Committee discussed measures to be used regarding a bycatch-reporting method.  A matrix 
of gear types by species was presented and discussed as a means to focus where effort to capture bycatch information 
should be dedicated.  After the SBRM Committee meeting, the Council Chairman established an ad hoc committee to 
select industry advisors to participate in a "super Advisory Panel."  This Panel will contribute to the Region's SBRM 
Omnibus Amendment through their expertise in techniques currently employed in each fishery to reduce/minimize 
bycatch, including management measures implemented under the FMPs and voluntary adjustments (innovative 
fishing gear, changes in fishing operations, etc.). If you are interested in serving on this advisory panel, please contact 
Council staff member Jim Armstrong (302-674-2331 Extension 33) by May 15. 
 
Research Set-Aside Committee members participated in a special meeting sponsored by NMFS' Grants Office to 
provide final comments on research proposals submitted for the 2007 project year.  A total of 8 proposals were 
received by NMFS. Each proposal was distributed for review, and each proposal received at least 3 technical reviews 
from scientists experienced in the subject matter of the proposals.  This meeting represented a final opportunity for 
RSA Committee members, State Directors, and ASMFC staff to provide their comments on the merits of each 
proposal, and the degree to which it responds to the objectives of the RSA program as published in the Federal 
Funding Opportunity (FFO) announcement.  Their recommendations will now be forwarded to the Regional 
Administrator for her consideration and final decision as to which proposals should be approved. 
  
The Protected Resources Committee received a report from Diane Borggaard of NMFS' Northeast Region regarding 
the NMFS proposed Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan.  Following this, the Committee then reviewed 
possible changes to the Plan.  The Committee also discussed the recent (January 2006) Right Whale calf mortality 
which resulted in a temporary gill net closure in the Southeast U.S. Restricted Area (an area adjacent to the northeast 
coast of Florida).  In other business, the Committee endorsed the concept of developing a panel of industry advisors 
to provide advice on take reduction plan development and other marine mammal and endangered species issues 
affecting Mid-Atlantic fisheries.  It was announced that the NMFS' South East Region will publish a proposed rule 
establishing gear restricted areas within right whale critical habitat in July for implementation in November.  It was 
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also announced that the final rule regarding the Bottlenose Dolphin Take Reduction Plan was published on April 28, 
and a series of workshops will be convened this spring and summer to explain how this plan will operate.   
 
The Atlantic Mackerel, Squid and Butterfish Committee met and reviewed a list of alternatives developed by the 
Amendment 10 Fishery Management Action Team (FMAT) designed to rebuild the overfished butterfish stock.  The 
Committee directed staff to develop additional alternatives including generic mesh size alternatives, gear restricted 
areas, and bycatch caps or limits for small mesh fisheries which are known take butterfish incidentally.  In other 
business, the Committee discussed issues relative to the specification of quotas and other management measures for 
the species complex for the 2007 fishing year.  This included consideration of a multiple day trip limit for Illex squid 
vessels during future quarter 3 closures of the directed Loligo fishery and the range of possible quota specifications 
for Atlantic mackerel in light of the recent peer reviewed stock assessment for the species which resulted in 
significant revisions to the biological reference points for the Northwest Atlantic mackerel stock.   
 
The Ad Hoc Magnuson-Stevens Act Reauthorization Committee met and reviewed a matrix that tracked the 
Council's previous positions on Reauthorization with recently released Bills introduced by Congressmen Pombo, 
Gilchrest, and Frank.  The recent National Research Council's report on the NMFS' Marine Recreational Fishing 
Statistical Survey (MRFSS) and how Congress should deal with that in MSA Reauthorization was also addressed.  
Following these discussions, it was decided to delay action until the Council's June meeting pending other meetings 
scheduled later this month.    
 
The principal issue addressed by the Ecosystems Committee dealt with circle hooks and the need for more research 
about their effectiveness in terms of release mortality rates related to individual recreational species managed by the 
Council.  The adoption and use of circle hooks, and their presumed effectiveness as a bycatch mortality reduction 
mechanism, were addressed in the context of identifying them as a Research Set-Aside funding priority for 2008.  
The Committee will meet in August to evaluate feedback from New Jersey anglers regarding the use of circle hooks. 

Other Events 
During an evening session of the Council's meeting, a scoping meeting for Amendment 15 to the Summer 
Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass FMP was held to receive public comment regarding a wide range of issues 
relating to the management of these three species. The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
(Commission) and the Council coordinate and complement the management of all three species. Written 
comments on this amendment should be provided to the Council on or before 5:00 p.m. on June 30, 2006.  
Comments may also be sent via fax (302-674-5399), or by e-mail to FSB-NOI@NOAA.GOV. 
 
The Council elected its former Deputy Executive Director, Dr. Chris Moore, to serve as a member of its 
Science and Statistical Committee.  Chris is filling the vacancy created by Dr. David Conover's resignation 
from the Committee. 
 
Finally, the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is seeking nominations for its annual Fishery Achievement 
Award. This prestigious award recognizes individuals, entities, and fishermen in the Mid-Atlantic region who exhibit 
professionalism, diligence, and effort to protect the living marine resources through partnership, public education, 
and enforcement actions.  Anyone can submit a nomination and any person or organization can be nominated.  The 
Council will accept nominations for the 2006 awards through July 31, 2006.  The Council will evaluate the 
nominations during its October Council meeting and present the award at its December or February meeting.  To 
receive a copy of the nomination form, visit the Council’s website at: www.mafmc.org. Printed copies of the 
nomination forms are available by contacting Jan Saunders at 302-674-2331 Extension 18. 
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