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Background
 August 2020, private recreational permitting and reporting 

requirements for golden and blueline tilefish went into effect
– Requirements are intended to improve our understanding of 

tilefish catch and effort
 The Council reviews these requirements annually 

– Since implementation, angler reporting rates have been low
– Mismatch between the number of permits and number of 

reported tilefish trips

 Recently awarded ACCSP funding to support efforts to 
improve awareness of and compliance with requirements

 Recent Council feedback supportive of conducting an 
evaluation of the entire program

2



Proposed Projects
1. Improving Catch and Effort Data Collection from 

Recreational Tilefish Anglers

2. Program Evaluation: Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council Private Angler Tilefish 
Reporting
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Improving Catch and Effort Data Collection 
from Recreational Tilefish Anglers

Approach:
 Create and improve existing outreach/informational materials 

(e.g., flyers, brochures, presentations)
 Submit a publication on tilefish permitting and reporting 

requirements in On the Water Magazine and their social media 
 Attend and have a booth at a minimum of 4 major fishing 

shows
 Present at a minimum of 4 fishing clubs
 Enhance eFin application analytics infrastructure
 Pursue opportunities to collaborate with/leverage resources of 

NOAA HMS given overlap in user groups
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List of Upcoming Events
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Event Event 
Type Location Date(s)

Canyon Runner Offshore Seminar 
Series Show Atlantic City, NJ Feb. 3
Ocean City Boat Show Show Ocean City, MD Feb. 16-18
Castafari Offshore Fishing Seminar Show Quincy, MA Mar. 2-3
New England Saltwater Fishing 
Show Show Providence, RI Mar. 8-10
South Shore Marlin and Tuna Club Club Bay Shore, NY Mar. 12
Ocean City Marlin Club Club Ocean City, MD TBD
Staten Island Tuna Club Club Staten Island, NY TBD
Norfolk Anglers Club Club Norfolk, VA TBD



Program Evaluation
 Will conduct small in-person 

meetings with rec tilefish 
community leaders (e.g., 
tackle shop owners, club 
board members, etc.) 
– Solicit candid views, identify 

potential barriers to 
compliance, and identify 
opportunities for 
improvement

– Meetings will be regionally 
focused to areas with tilefish 
effort (NY, NJ, MD, and VA)

 Outcomes will be synthesized 
and recommendations for 
potential next steps will be 
presented to the Council
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